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FOREWORD 

In 19SO, the ART! launched a pilot programme called "Management Training 
for Leader* of Small Farmer Organization*" in the Galgamuwa Agrarian 
Services Committee anea ( ASC J in the Kurunegala district. Thi* programme 
was ^supported by the Food and Agricultural Organization ( FA0 ) of the 
United Motion* and it primarily attempted"to evolve a *trong 'receiving 
mechanism' among farmer*, at gra**-root level e.nabling them to obtain 
maximuin benefit* from the Government iapport and *ervice* that, are deli­
vered at different stage*, in various form*. 

The experience .the ARTI gathered {/torn Galgamma supported strongly the 
viability of this programme and the nece**ity of extending it -into other 
ASC area* of the Kurunegala district. While doing *o it was comidered 
nece**ary to carry out a *odo-economic *urvey in the Galgamuwa ASC area, 
ai such information would *erve a* a bench-mark against which an ex-po*t , 
evaluation can be done to a*i>e** the impact of the programme. This report 
is the outcome of the *urvey. 

The research team that carried out this *arvey consisted of Mr. R . 8 . Senaka-
arachchi ( Co-ordinator ) , Vr. Jayantha Perera and Mr. P.V.R. Kumara*iri. 
7 thank all of them for their valuable effort and hope they will carry out 
an ex-po*t *tudy to asses* the impact of the programme in the near future. 
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ABSTRACT 

The chapter I outlines the background and the objectives of the 
Small-Farmer Organizations Programme, the sampling methods 
adopted in the survey, and the three broad study areas namely, 
general socio-economic characteristics of households, resource 
and farm activities of households and rural institutions and 
people's participation - in which the data were sought. It P I S O 

mentions certain constraint's that narrowed down the scope of 
the study. 

The dhapter II, which deals with demographic characteristics, of 1 

the sample population, gives a vivid and analytical account of 
the composition cf population in the study area, different age 
groups, marital status, literacy rate, level of education as well 
as the special skills and abilities possessed by the population; 
Moreover, it discusses labour force, employment patterns and 
occupational-wise classification of the sample population. 

In chapter III, the qualitative and quantitative aspects of dwelling 
units in the study area are set for with special reference to 
their ownership and tenancy, special characteristics of housing 
in the area and facilities such as water and toilet. 

The IV chapter describes the farm and household assets in the study 
area. Breeding of livestock such as neat cattle, buffaloes, i. 
goats, and poultry are discussed. Included under farn assets are 
various household effects in the study area. Accesses to . 
information and knowledge via mass media and places for reading 
and listening in the study area also appended to this chapter. 

The chapter V, titled Land Use and Tenure Patterns classifies 
the land into three categories namely, the lowlands, the homestead 
and the highlands. The pattern of paddy cultivation in the lowlands, 

II 



the cultivation pattern peculiar to homesteads and the highlands 
or 'chenas'; importance of irrigation system in the cultivation 
of lowlands and the patterns of land ownership in purana villages, 
State-sponsored schemes and encroachments are discussed in this 
chapter. 

The chapter vi describes the cultivation practices of paddy 
prevelent among farmers of both major and minor irrigation 
schemes. Types of farm power, varieties of paddy cultivated, 
methods of planting adopted, patterns of labour used at various 
stages of cultivation, application of fertilizer, weed, pest 
and disease control methods are also discussed. There is also 
an account of the yield cf paddy in different seasons, cost and 
returns and the cultivation of cash crops an highlands and chenas. 

In the chapter VII, patterns of household income accrued fron 
agricultural as well as non-agricultural sources by the farm 
households modes of expenditure and the distribution of income 
among farm households are examined in detail. 

of farm 
The-chapter VIII, is mainly on the provision/'Axillary / services 
such as seed paddy, fertilizer and'credit facilities. It also 
deals with marketing of farm produce through State and private 
outlets, marketing trends prevailing in respect of paddy, cash 
crops etc. repayment of agricultural loans and the savings 
of the farners. 

In the final chapter, it is illustrated how rural organizations 
could be beneficial to farmers. This chapter elaborates the role 
of the Small Farmer Organizations towards the upliftment of farmers, 
benefits farmers could reap through such organization, certain 
impediments that hinder the. effective performance of Small 
Farmer Organizations and the remedies suggested to overcome such 
problems. 

I l l 
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CHAPTER I 

I n 1 9 8 0 , a n i n e - m o n t h p i l o t p r o j e c t c a l l e d " M a n a g e m e n t T r a i n i n g f o r 

L e a d e r s o f S m a l l F a r m e r O r g a n i z a t i o n s " w a s l a u n c h e d i n t h e G a l g a m u w a 

A g r a r i a n S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e ( A S C ) a r e a i n K u r u n e g a l a D i s t r i c t b y t h e 

A g r a r i a n R e s e a r c h and T r a i n i n g I n s t i t u t e ( A R T I ) i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i h h 

t h e F o o d a n d A g r i c u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n ( F A O ) ' T h i s e x p e r i m e n t w a s 

a i m e d a t t r a i n i n g f a r m e r l e a d e r s a t t h e y a y a T ( t r a c t ) l e v e l o n how t o 

o r g a n i z e t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s f o r t h e b e t t e r m a n a g e m e n t o f l o c a l 

r e s o u r c e s a n d f o r s o l v i n g p r o b l e m s t h r o u g h g r o u p a c t i o n . When t h e 

p i l o t p r o j e c t w a s c o m p l e t e d , t h e A R T I d e c i d e d t o c o n t i n u e i t s f a r m e r 

t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e s i n t h e G a l g a m u w a ASC a r e a , f o r i t b e c a m e a p p a r e n t 

t h a t o r g a n i z i n g s m a l l f a r m e r s i n t o g r o u p s a t t h e y a y a l e v e l w o u l d 

a l l o w t h e m t o c r e a t e a s t r o n g ' r e c e i v i n g m e c h a n i s m ' a t t h e v i l l a g e 

l e v e l f o r v a r i o u s g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t i n g s e r v i c e s . T h e s e s e r v i c e s 

i n c l u d e a g r i c u l t u r a l e x t e n s i o n , s u p p l y o f m a t e r i a l i n p u t s , p r o v i s i o n , 

o f a g r i c u l t u r a l c r e d i t a n d e f f i c i e n t m a n a g e m e n t o f i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r . 

A l t h o u g h S m a l l F a r m e r A s s o c i a t i o n s ( S F A ) w e r e i n o p e r a t i o n i n t h e 

G a l g a m u w a ASC a r e a f o r o v e r two y e a r s s i n c e 1 9 8 0 , n o e f f o r t h a d 

b e e n m a d e t i l l t h e n t o r e c o r d t h e b a S e - l i n e s o c i o - e c o n o l h i c s i t u a t i o n 

o f t h e a r e a . 

S i n c e t h e A R T I h a s s u c c e s s f u l l y n e g o t i a t e d w i t h t h e FAO t o e x t e n d 

t h e S m a l l F a r m e r O r g a n i z a t i o n P r o g r a m m e ( S F O P ) t o a l l A S C a r e a s i n 

K u r u n e g a l a d i s t r i c t a n d t o a. s e l e c t e d ASC i n a l l o t h e r d i s t r i c t s i n -

S r i L a n k a , i t b e c a m e i m p e r a t i v e t o o b t a i n b e n c h - m a r k i n f o r m a t i o n o n \ 

s m a l l f a r m e r g r o u p s , i n o n e ASC a r e a a t l e a s t . S u c h i n f o r m a t i o n w o u l d 

s e r v e a s b e n c h - m a r k f o r a n y f u t u r e a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e b e n e f i t s o f t h e 

p r o j e c t . T h e G a l g a m u w a ASC a r e a w a s c h o s e n f o r t h i s p u r p o s e a n d t h i s 

r e p o r t d e s c r i b e s t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l e d i n t h e a r e a i n 

1 9 8 3 . 



O b j e c t i v e s o f t h e S t u d y 

T h i s r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t w a s c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e A R T I i n 1 9 8 3 t o c o l l e c t 

d a t a o n t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s o f r u r a l h o u s e h o l d s i n t h e 

G a l g a n u w a ASC a r e a i n t h e K u r u n e g a l a D i s t r i c t . T h e s t u d y w a s 

m e a n t t o s e r v e a s a b e n c h - m a r k s u r v e y o f t h e a r e a a g a i n s t w h i c h 

a n e x p o s t e v a l u a t i o n c o u l d b e d o n e t o a s s e s s t h e i m p a c t o f t h e S m a l l 

F a r m e r D e v e l o p m e n t P r o g r a m m e ( S F D P ) . 

T h e s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e s t u d y w e r e ? 

a . t o g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e p l a n n i n g o f a g r i c u l t u r a l • • . " 

d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e a r e a ; 

b . t o i d e n t i f y a n d e v a l u a t e t h e a v a i l a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s u p p o r t f o r f a r m i n g a c t i v i t i e s a n d human l i f e i n t h e 

a r e a ; a n d 

c . t o g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n r e q u i r e d f o r t h e e f f e c t i v e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n o f s m a l l - s c a l e f a r m e r g r o u p s . 

S a m p l e M e t h o d 

T h e s a m p l i n g d e v i c e a d o p t e d w a s a s t r a t i f i e d t w o - s t a g e r a n d o n 

s a m p l e m e t h o d w i t h p r o b a b i l i t y p r o p o r t i o n t o s i z e ( P P S ) . T h e A S C 

a r e a w a s d i v i d e d i n t o t w o s t r a t a , b a s e d o n t h e t y p e o f i r r i g a t i o n 

f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e f o r a g r i c u l t u r e s v i l l a g e s s e r v e d b y m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a n d v i l l a g e s s e r v e d b y m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s ^ 

( 1 ) T h e d i s t r i b u t i o n b e t w e e n m i n o r a n d m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n i s i n 
t e r m s o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n s c a l e and o r g a n i z a t i o n , ; n o t i n 
d i f f e r e n c e s o f p h y s i c a l t y p e o f s o u r c e , c o n v e y a n c e o r 
s t o r a g e o f w a t e r . G e n e r a l l y a m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m h a s a 
command a r e a o f l e s s t h a n 200 a c r e s . 



E a c h t y p e w a s a s s u m e d t o b e h o m o g e n e o u s i n c h a r a c t e r . T h e v i l l a g e s 

w h i c h d e p e n d s o l e l y o n r a i n f a l l f o r a g r i c u l t u r e w e r e a l s o 

c a t e g o r i z e d a s m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , f o r t h e s e v i l l a g e s w e r e 

i d e n t i c a l i n c r o p p i n g c h a r a c t e r , i n c o m e s o u r c e s a n d d w e l l i n g u n i t 

w i t h t h e v i l l a g e s u n d e r m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A p a r t f r o m t h e 

h o d o g e h e i t y i n t h e i r a c c e s s t o i r r i g a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , v i l l a g e r s 

u n d e r m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s s h a r e d a n o t h e r common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

t h a t i s t h e y w e r e c o l o n y s e t t l e r s , who h a v e a d i f f e r e n t s o c i o -

e c o n o m i c o u t l o o k f r o m t h o s e p u r a n a v i l l a g e r s who l i v e d u n d e r m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m s . V i l l a g e r s who l i v e u n d e r m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e n e s a r e o f t e n c o l o n y s e t t l e r s who s h a r e d i f f e r e n t p r o p e r t y 

r i g h t s a n d a c c e s s t o w a t e r a n d t h i s m a k e s t h e n d i f f e r e n t i n t h e i r 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c o u t l o o k f r o m t h e f o r m e r . T h u s , i t i s a p p r o p r i a t e t o 

s t r a t i f y t h e v i l l a g e r s i n t h e A S C a r e a b y u s i n g t h e c r i t e r i a o f t h e 

t y p e o f i r r i g a t i o n a n d t h e t y p e o f s e t t l e m e n t . 

H a v i n g s t r a t i f i e d t h e ASC a r e a i n t o t w o s t r a t a i n t h e f i r s t s t a g e , 

p r i m a r y s a m p l i n g u n i t s ( = v i l l a g e s ) w e r e s e l e c t e d w i t h p r o b a b i l i t y 

p r o p o r t i o n a l t o s i z e w i t h r e p l a c e m e n t . T h e ASC a r e a w h i c h c o n s i s t e d 

o f 96 v i l l a g e s a n d 10 v i l l a g e s ( 1 9 % ) , c o n i n g u n d e r b o t h m a j o r 

a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s w e r e s u r v e y e d . T h e f i n a l s a m p l e 

c o n s i s t s o f 7 v i l l a g e s f r o m m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s and 11 v i l l a g e s 

f r o m m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s . W i t h i n e a c h s e l e c t e d v i l l a g e j 

h o u s e h o l d s ( s e c o n d a r y s a n p l i n g u n i t s ) w e r e s e l e c t e d a t - i ra i i c&tr w i t h e q u a l 

p r o b a b i l i t y . W i t h t h e a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s , t h e s a m p l e w a s l i n i t e d 

t o n o t l e s s t h a n 0 h o u s e h o l d s a v i l l a g e i n t h e m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e n e s a n d n o t l e s s t h a n 1 5 h o u s e h o l d s a v i l l a g e i n t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s ; - T h e s i z e : o f t h e s a n p l e w i t h i n e a c h v i l l a g e v a r i e d a c c o r d i n g 

t o t h e s i z e o f t h e h o u s e h o l d p o p u l a t i o n i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r v i l l a g e . 

P u r a n a V i l l a g e : O l d e r j s e t t l e n e n t s t h a t h a d a l r e a d y b e e n 
i n e x i s t e n c e a t t h e t i n e t h e i r r i g a t i o n 
s c h e n e s w e r e s e t t i n g u p . 



4 

G a n a n p a n u w a 1 5 
P a d a v i g a m a 1 5 

B a n d a r a g a m a 1 5 

P o t a n e g a m a :Uu,-. 1 5 

U / S i y a n b l a n g a m u w a 45 

D e v a g i r i p u f a . 20 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 1 9 

1 5 4 

( b ) M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e n e s ( i n c l u d i n g v i l l a g e s d e p e n d i n g o n r a i n f a l l ) 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a a 
I h a l a k o k w e w a 8 

G a l l e w a 8 

M o l e w a 24 

U l p o t a g a m a 16 

K a p e l a 16 

P a d i p a n c h a w a 24 

D i v u l w e w a C 

P a l u g a m a c 
I d d a n a l p i t i y a 8 

B u l n e w a 8 

T o t a l 136 

G r a n d T o t a l 290 

T h e f i n a l s a m p l e c o n s i s t e d o f 290 h o u s e h o l d s a n d t h e d e t a i l s o f 

t h e s a m p l e a r e g i v e n b e l o w s 

T a b l e ( 1 . 1 ) D i s t r i b u t i o n o f S a n p l e H o u s e h o l d s i n t h e 

Villages 

Name o f _ t h e V i l l a g e 22i„2£~§£i££££i-2°H§£1i2ii!!', 

( a ) M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 



T h e m e t h o d o l o g y a d o p t e d i n t h e d a t a c o 1 1 e c t i o n w a s s . i n g l e - v i s i t 

p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w s b a s e d o n a s t r u c t u r e d q u e s t i o n n a i r e . I n t e r v i e w s 

w e r e c a r r i e d o u t b y s e v e n t r a i n e d i n v e s t i g a t o r s d u r i n g t h e m o n t h s 

o f A p r i l a n d May b e f o r e t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e 1 9 8 3 Y a l a 

c u l t i v a t i o n . T h e d a t a c o l l e c t i o n w a s c l o s e l y s u p e r v i s e d b y t h e 

r e s e a r c h t e a m d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e p e r i o d o f f i e l d w o r k . 

T y p e s o f D a t a S o u g h t 

T h e . d a t a c o l l e c t i o n t h r o u g h t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e . w a s i n t h r e e b r o a d ; 

a r e a s . 

i G e n e r a l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f h o u s e h o l d s ; 

i i R e s o u r c s a n d f a r m a c t i v i t i e s o f h o u s e h o l d s ; a n d 

i i i R u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d p e o p l e s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

T h e s e t h r e e b r o a d a r e a s w e r e f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t e d i n t h e s u r v e y 

u n d e r n i n e s u b - h e a d i n g s ; 

i . G e n e r a l h o u s e h o l d i n f o r m a t i o n , h o u s e h o l d c o m p o s i t i o n , 

a g e s t r u c t u r e , e d u c a t i o n , e m p l o y m e n t , u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d 

l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

i i I n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o h o u s i n g and u t i l i t y s e r v i c e s and 

q u a n t i t a t i v e a n d q u a l i t a t i v e a s p e c t s o f h o u s e h o l d a m e n i t i e s . 

i i i F a r m a n d h o u s e h o l d a s s e t s . 

i v C o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d t r a n s p o r t , 

v \ L a n d O w n e r s h i p a n d t e n u r e a n d l a n d u s e , 

v i C r o p s , m a n a g e m e n t p r a c t i c e s , l a b o u r u s e , d r a u g h t p o w e r . 

v i i C o m p o s i t i o n o f h o u s e h o l d i n c o m e a n d e x p e n d i t u r e . 

v i i i I n s t i t u t i o n a l s e r v i c e s and f a c i l i t i e s , a g r i c u l t u r a l c r e d i t 

a n d m a r k e t i n g o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e . 

i x R u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n > , p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f s m a l l s c a l e f a r m e r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d t h e a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e i r f u n c t i o n s . 
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.4 Limitations of the Study , : 

V 

In this study the sampling frame used in the selection of households 
is biased towards agricultural operators and land owners. This is 
because the sample is strictly drawn from the paddy land register 
in the absence of other appropriate sampling frame. Therefore, the 
survey cannot present comprehensive information on those who solely 
depend on non-agricultural pursuits in the area. However, there 

to be no 
seemed /reason to suppose that these sampling problems would 
distort the conclusions of the study, since more than 90 percent 
of the population in the area under study are involved in agricultural 
pursuits. , 

The information collected ott agricultural activities appears to be 
not timely in respect of some villages, where there were little 
agricultural opportunities to pursue in two consecutive seasons. 
Hence, information on crops, marketing, labour use and management * 
practices was related only to the latest available seasons, a fact 
which rendered it almost impossible to delineate the real situation v 

of farming activities"1 in the area. 

A single visit questionnaire survey of this kind cannot rely on 
accurate respondent memory recall. When the reference period is 
further removed from the interview date the recall is likely to be 
less accurate, and recall bias must have occurred in detailed 
information on labour use, input,, output data, income and 
expenditure data which always have to be treated with caution. 

9 



Galgamuwa Agrarian Services Committee Area. 

^ Galgamuwa Agrarian Services 
Centre. 



CHAPTER 2 

GENERAL DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

T h i s c h a p t e r d e a l s w i t h g e n e r a l d e m o r a p h i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e 

s a m p l e p o p u l a t i o n . T h e a t t e n t i o n h e r e i s m a i n l y f o c u s s e d o n 

p o p u l a t i o n c o m p o s i t i o n , a p e g r o u p , h o u s e h o l d s i z e a n d l a b o u r f o r c e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n . ' 

P o p u l a t i o n C o m p o s i t i o n 

T h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e s a m p l e c o m p r i s e d i 7 0 7 i n d i v i d u a l s 

b e l o n g i n g t o 290 h o u s e h o l d s d r a w n f r o m b o t h m a j o r a n d m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . T h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 1 i s e x c l u s i v e l y S i n h a l a 

B u d d h i s t s e x t e n t f o r a f e w M o o r s r e p o r t e d f t i t h e v i l l a g e - d f 

D e w a g i t i p u r a . S e x - w i s e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n i n d i c a t e s a h 

o v e r a l l m a l e d o m i n a n c e . T h e s e x r a t i o o f t h e s t u d y a r e a i s i l l w h i c h 

i s n o t a b l y h i g h e r t h a n t h e r a t i o o f 1 0 3 f o r t h e K u r u n e g a l a 

d i s t r i c t r e p o t t e d i t i 1 9 8 1 . ^ 1 ^ Otie p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o h f o r t h e 

h i g h e r r a t i o o f n i a l e s t o f e m a l e s i n v i l l a g e s o f m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s i s t h e h e a v y i n f l o w o f m a l e m i g r a n t s t o t h e s e t t l e m e n t 

s c h e m e s . THe f e m a l e - p o p u l a t i o r f o u t i n u m b e r e d m a l e •..•* 

p o p u l a t i o n i n s e v e n v i l l a g e s , n a m e l y , P a h a l a k o k w e w a , p a d i p a n c h a w a , 

G a l l e w a , K e p e l a , D i v u l w e w a , P a d a v i g a n a a n d P o t a n e g a m a * 

A g e S t r u c t u r e 

T h e a n a l y s i s o f t h e a g e s t r u c t u r e i n d i c a t e s a p r e d o m i n a n t l y y o u t h f u l 

p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e s t u d y a r e a ( s e e t a b l e 2 . 1 ) . T h i r t y s i x p e r c e n t 

o f t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n c o n s t i t u t e s t h e a g e c a t e g o r y o f u n d e r 1 4 

y e a r s . T h i s f i g u r e c o r r e s p o n d s w e l l w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e o f 

3 5 . 3 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 1 . ^ S i x t y o n e p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 

a c c o u n t s f o r t h e w o r k f o r c e w h o s e a g e s r a n g e b e t w e e n ; 1 5 - 6 4 y e a r s , . 

w h e r e a s t h o s e o v e r 65 y e a r s c o n s t i t u t e 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

( 1 ) C e n s u s o f P o p u l a t i o n a n d H o u s i n g and T a b l e s o n P o p u l a t i o n a r e 
b a s e d o n a T e n p e r c e n t S a m p l e . D e p a r t m e n t o f C e n s u s a n d 
S t a t i s t i c s ( 1 9 8 2 ) . 
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T h o s e b e t w e e n K 1 4 y e a r s o f r a g e a n d o v e r 6.5 y e a r s f o r m t h e 

e c o n o m i c a l l y d e p e n d e n t s e g m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . T h e e s t i m a t e d 

d e p e n d e n c y r a t i o f o r t h e . s t u d y p o p u l a t i o n i s 6 5 , w h i c h m e a n s 6 5 ;J-

d e p e n d e n t s f o r e v e r y 1 0 0 . p e r s o n s - i n . the p r o d u c t i v e a g e g r o u p o f 

1 5 - 6 4 y e a r s . H o w e v e r , t h e e s t i m a t e d d e p e n d e n c y r a t i o v a r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y 

a c r o s s t h e s t u d y v i l l a g e s . I t i s o v e r h u n d r e d i n p e r c e n t / r e s p e c t o f 

t h e v i l l a g e s o f P a d a v i g a m a a n d B a n d a r a g a m a i n t h e M a h a w e l i " H " s y s t e m 

a n d a l s o i n t h e v i l l a g e o f K e p a l a , w h i c h c o m e s u n d e r t h e m i n o r i r r i - • 

g a t i o n c a t e g o r y . H i g h i n c i d e n c e o f d e p e n d e n c y i n t h e M a h a w e l i v i l l a g e s 

c o u l d p a r t l y b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e s e t t l e m e n t p o l i c y - w h i c h g i v e s 

p r i o r i t y t o y o u n g men w i t h ^ d e p e n d e n t s w h e n a l l o c a t i n g l a n d s . A s s h o w n 

i n T a b l e ( 3 . 2 ) a v e r a g e h o u s e h o l d s i z r e v a r i e s a c r o s s v i l l a g e s b e t w e e n 

4 . 9 a n d 7 . 3 . T h e J a v e r a g e . h o u s e h o l d s i z e o f 5 . 9 i n t h e s t u d y a r e a 

c o r r e s p o n d s t o t h e f i g u r e r e p o r t e d f o r t h e w h o l e r u r a l s e c t o r b y t h e 

C o n s u m e r F i n a n c e S u r v e y o f 1 9 7 3 ^ , 

2 . 3 M a r i t a l S t a t u s 

A n e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e m a r i t a l s t a t u s p r o f i l e i n d i c a t e s , t h a t 54 p e r 

c e n t o f t h o s e o v e r 1 5 y e a r s o f a g e i n t h e s a m p l e p o p u l a t i o n a r e 

m a r r i e d . F o r t y o n e p e r c e n t h a v e b e e n n e v e r m a r r i e d . T h e s e f i g u r e s 
: n , ( 2 ) 

t a l l y c l o s e l y w i t h . t h e e s t i m a t e s o f t h e K u r u n e g a l a d i s t r i c t i n 1 9 8 1 

w h i c h w e r e 5 4 p e r c e n t a n d 39 p e r c e n t r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e s e g m e n t 

c a t e g o r i s e d a s " o t h e r s " h e r e a r e w i d o w s a n d w i d o w e r s r a t h e r t h a n 

d i v o r c e e s o r p e r s o n s s e p a r a t e d a f t e r t h e i r m a r r i a g e s . 

2 . 4 L i t e r a c y R a t e ; ' f 

T h e l i t e r a c y r a t e o f t h e s t u d y p o p u l a t i o n i s 8 6 . 9 p e r c e n t . T h e 

r a t i o r e p o r t e d f o r m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s ( 8 8 . 2 % ) i s h i g h e r t h a n 

t h e r a t i o r e p o r t e d f o r m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s ( 8 5 . 5 % ) . T h i s 

c o u l d p a r t l y b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e h i g h e r r a t e o f l i t e r a c y among 

o l d s e t t l e r s ' i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s t h a n t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n 

1 . S u r v e y o f S r i L a n k a ' s C o n s u m e r F i n a n c e s , D e p t . o f E c o n o m i c 
R e s e a r c h , C e n t r a l B a n k o f C e y l o n , C o l o m b o , 1 9 7 4 . 

2 . C e n s u s o f P o p u l a t i o n a n d H o u s i n g , DCS ( 1 9 8 2 ) , o p . cit, 
3 . T h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l l i t e r a c y r a t e i s 8 6 . 5 % a n d t h e K u r u n e g a l a 

d i s t r i c t r a t e i s 8 7 . 2 % ( 1 9 8 1 ) . 
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m t i n o r s c h e m e s . K a t t a k a d u w a a n d i d d a r a a l p i t i y a r e p o r t e d t h e l o w e s t 

r a t e o f l i t e r a c y a n d s i x v i l l a g e s , n a m e l y , P o t a n e g a m a , P a d a v i g a m a 

B a n d a r a g a m a , P a l u g a m a , G a l l e w a , I h a l a k o k w e w a r e p o r t e d a l i t e r a c y 

r a t e o f o v e r 90 p e r c e n t w h i c h i s w e l l a b o v e t h e d i s t r i c t a n d n a t i o n a l 

e s t i m a t e s f o r 1 9 8 1 . 

T a b l e ( 2 . 1 ) P o p u l a t i o n b y M a r i t a l S t a t u s 

i —; 
Name o f 
V i l l a g e s 

N e v e r M a r r i e d 
N o . % 

M a r r i e d 
No % 

" O t h e r s " 
N o . % 

T o t a l 
Number 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

G ana ngamuwa 17 33 33 63 02 04 5 2 
P a d a v i g a m a 7 19 28 78 01 03 36 
B a n d a r a g a m a 13 30 30 70 - - 4 3 
P o t a n e g a m a 19 35 35 65 - - 54 
U / S i y a m b a l a - . . . . 

- n g a m u w a 1 1 0 5 3 90 4 4 06 . ; 03 206 
D e v a g i r i p u r a 57 44 61 47 1 3 " 10 131 
P a l u w a C o l o n y 30 41 37 51 06 08 7 3 

T o t a l 2 5 3 43 3 1 4 5 3 28 05 5 9 5 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a l a k o k -
- w e w a 1 3 43 16 5 3 01 03 30 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 20 5 9 1 2 35 02 06 34 
G a l l e x v a 10 37 16 5 9 01 04 27 
M o l e w a 41 47 . 44 51 02 02 87 
U l p o t a g a m a 25 44 31 5 4 01 02 5 7 
K e p e l a 11 27 26 63 04 10 41 
P a d i p a n c h a w a ; 20 36 -48 6 2 01 01 77 
D i v u l w e w a 11 33 20 61 02 06 3 3 
P a l u g a m a . 1 5 41 20 54 02 05 37 
I d d a m a l p i - •'J 

- t i y a 14 " 4 5 1 7 " 5 5 " - -' 31 
B u l n e w a 11 39 17 61 - — 28 

T o t a l 1 9 9 41 267 5 5 16 03 4 0 2 

ALL 4 4 3 41 581 54 4 3 04 1 0 7 7 
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T a b l e ( 2 . 2 ) D i s t r i b u t i o n o f H o u s e h o l d M e m b e r s b y 

L i t e r a c y R a t i o 

Name o f V i l l a g e s A l l P o p u l a t i o n Number L i t e r a c y 
( a g e 6 y e a r s & O v e r ) L i t e r a t e R a t i o 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

Ganangamuwa 
P a d a v i g a m a 
B a n d a r a g a m a 
P o t a n e g a m a 
U / S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 
D e v a g i r i p u r a 
K a t t a k a d u w a 
P a l u w a C o l o n y 

Sub T o t a l 

7 3 6 5 8 9 . 0 4 
6 5 63 9 6 . 9 2 

69 66 9 5 . 6 5 
7 2 71 9 0 . 6 1 

264 2 2 2 8 4 . 0 9 
1 2 2 107 8 7 . 7 0 

41 32 7 0 . 0 4 
101 86 0 5 . 1 4 

807 7 1 2 0 8 . 2 2 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a 1 a k o k w e w a 
I h a l a k o k w e w a 
G a l l e w a 
M o l l e v j a 
U l p o t a g a m a 
K a p e l a 
P a d i p a n c h a w a 
D i v u l w e w a 
P a l u g a m a 
I d d a m a l p i t i y a 
B u l n e w a 

47 
39 
42 

1 3 4 
01 
7 0 

1 1 4 
46 
52 
43 
47 

41 
36 
40 

1 2 0 
67 
50 
92 
39 
50 
20 
40 

0 7 . 2 3 
9 2 . 3 0 
9 5 . 2 3 
0 9 . 5 5 
8 2 . 7 1 
0 2 . 0 5 
0 0 . 7 0 
0 4 . 7 0 , 
9 6 . 1 5 
6 5 . 1 1 
0 5 . 1 0 

Sub T o t a l 7 1 5 6 1 1 0 5 . 4 5 

A l l 1 5 2 2 1 3 2 3 0 6 . 9 2 

T a b l e ( 2 . 3 ) P o p u l a t i o n i n M a j o r a n d M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n 
S c h e m e s A c c o r d i n g t o M a r i t a l S t a t u s a n d A g e G r o u p 

( i n P e r c e n t a g e s ) 

A g e G r o u p S i n g l e C u r r e n t l y M a r r i e d 

15- - 19 9 6 . 7 3 . 3 

20 2 4 7 6 . 9 2 3 . 1 

2 5 - 2 9 4 0 . 5 5 9 . 5 

30 - 34 1 1 . 0 0 9 . 0 

35 - 39 4 . 1 9 5 . 9 

40 - 44 1 . 6 9 0 . 4 

45 - 49 4 . 2 9 5 . 0 

50 & O v e r 1 . 7 9 0 . 3 
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L e v e l o f E d u c a t i o n . ! " . . ' . . 

T a b l e 2. '6 s h o w s t h a t l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n i s l i n k e d up w i t h t h e a g e 

c a t e g o r i e s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . F o r i n s t a n c e , 3 4 . 8 1 p e r c e n t o f t h o s e 

o v e r 4 5 y e a r s o f a g e h a d r e c e i v e d n o s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n . H o w e v e r , t h e 

e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t s ; o f t h e y o u t h s a p p e a r t o b e r e a s o n a b l y b e t t e r 

t h a n t h a t o f t h e i r e l d e r s 1 2 p e r c e n t o f t h e y o u t h p o p u l a t i o n 

( b e t w e e n 1 5 - 29 y e a r s o f a g e ) p o s s e s s e d t h e GCE ( 0 / L ) o r h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . O n l y 6 . 7 p e r c e n t i n t h i s a g e g r o u p 

d i d n o t r e c e i v e a n y s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n . F i f t y e i g h t p e r c e n t o f t h e ' 

t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o v e r 1 5 y e a r s o f a g e h a d r e c e i v e d p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n 

u p t o 5 t h s t a n d a r d . A b s e n c e o f s c h o o l s i n c e r t a i n v i l l a g e s , e s p e c i a l l y 

i n t h e p a s t , h a d c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s l o w e r l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n among 

t h e v i l l a g e r s . T h e r e a s o n s f o r n o t a t t e n d i n g a c h o o l , a s g i v e n b y 

d r o p - o u t s o f s c h o o l g o i n g a g e , h i g h l i g h t p o o r f a m i l y i n c o m e , 

p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t i e s o f c h i l d r e n a n d n o n - e x i s t e n c e o f s c h o o l s i n t h e 

v i c i n i t y ( s e e t a b l e 2 . 4 ) . T h e s e r e s u l t s c l o s e l y c o m p a r a b l e w i t h 

some o f o t h e r A R T I s t u d i e s c a r r i e d o u t i n t h e d r y z o n e r u r a l s e c t o r * 

T a b l e 2 . 4 R e a s o n s f o r E a r l y T e r m i n a t i o n o f S c h o o l E d u c a t i o n 

N o . R e p o r t i n g 

R e a s o n Ma j o r M i n o r B o t h 

P o o r f a m i l y i n c o m e 16 20 44 

Non a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a s c h o o l 08 02 10 

P h y s i c a l l y / m e n t a l l y h a n d i c a p p e d 08 06 . 1 * 

O t h e r r e a s o n s 03 02 05 

T o t a l 35 38 7 3 

(1) I n S r i L a n k a , s c h o o l i n g i s c o m p u l s o r y f o r c h i l d r e n b e t w e e n 

5 - 14.years . ... .. .. 
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2 . 6 Special Skills and Abilities 

Table ( 2 . 5 ) shows the occupational skills possessed by the, study 
villagers of the study population. 

Table 2 . 5 Distribution of Household Members according to 

Occupational Skills 

• No. Reported 

Skill Minor Major Both 
Schemes Schemes 

Handicrafts 26 36 7 2 

Masonry and Carpentry 18 42 60 

Driving 11 ! 2 23 ' 

"Total 55 12 23 

Handicrafts, masonry and carpentry are the 'skills the majority of 

villagers possessed in the Study population andmany of them depend • 

on these skills for their livelihood. For instance-, pottary is the 
main source of income of the inhabitants of Palugama, although they 
opt to recognise farming as their main occupation. I n c r e a s i n g ' demand: 

for skills such as masonry and carpentry in construction work in 

the nearby Mahaweli settlements is one of the 'push' factors which 
encourage villagers to acquire such skills. However, the study 
reveals that only 10% of settlers of major irrigation schemes had 
acquired some skills, In minor irrigation schetses the percentage of such 
skilled workers stands at 6 . 8 . 

2 . 7 Labour Force and Employment Patterns 

The presence of a labour force in the study area is an important fact 
which warrants attention in any development plan for the area. The 

study revealed that 9 3 5 individuals as belonging to the labour force, 
representing 5 4 . 8 per cent of the total population, which comprises ^ 
both economically active and inactive population. The economically 
active population comprises all persons between 1 5 - 6 4 years of age, * 
both employed and unemployed during the period under review. 
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T h e e c o n o m i c a l l y i n a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n , r i n c l u d e s s t u d e n t s , h o u s e w i v e s , 

t h e s i c k a n d t h e o l d . T h e e m p l o y e d s e c t i o n s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 

i n c l u d e d a l l s e l f - e m p l o y e d and u n p a i d f a m i l y w o r k e r s a s w e l l a s 

t h o s e who w e r e p a i n f u l l y e m p l o y e d a t l e a s t , f o r 20 d a y s d u r i n g t h e 

t h r e e m o n t h s p r i o r t o t h e s u r v e y . T h e u n e m p l o y e d c a t e g o r y w a s e s t i m a t e d 

a s r e s i d u a l g r o u p . T h e p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e e m p l o y e d ( 5 1 % ) i s b i g g e r 

t h a n t h e g e n e r a l n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e ( 4 8 % ) . T h e t i m e o f s u r v e y ': 

i t s e e m s , h a d i n f l u e n c e d t h i s r e s u l t . A v a i l a b i l i t y o f s e a s o n a l 

e m p l o y m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s a t t h e t i n e o f c u l t i v a t i o n s e a s o n , i n w h i c h 

t h e s u r v e y w a s c a r r i e d o u t , i s q u i t e h i g h . H e n c e , t h e i n c l u s i o n o f 

p e r s o n s who h a d e n g a g e d i n p r o d u c t i v e e n t e r p r i s e s , a t l e a s t f o r 

t w e n t y d a y s d u r i n g t h e t h r e e m o n t h ' s p e r i o d p r i o r t o t h e s u r v e y , 

m i g h t h a v e u l t i m a t e l y i n c r e a s e d t h e p r o p o r t i o n e m p l o y e d . 

i 

• f a b l e 2 . 6 P e r c e n t a g e w i s e ' . D i s t r i b u t i o n o f A d u l t s 

( O v e r 16 y e a r s o f A g e ) A c c o r d i n g t o L e v e l o f E d u c a t i o n 

L e v e l o f 

E d u c a t i o n 1 5 - 29 

A g e 

30 - 44 

i n Y e a r s 

45 & O v e r A l l 

No e d u c a t i o n 6 . 7 9 . 2 3 4 . 8 1 4 . 6 

P r i m a r y E d u c a t i o n 5 7 . 0 6 5 . 3 5 4 . 5 5 8 . 2 

G r a d e 6 - GCE ( A / L ) 2 4 . 5 1 8 . 4 8 . 1 1 9 . 0 

P a s s e d GCE ( 0 / L ) 8 . 2 5 . 4 2 . 2 6 . 0 

P a s s e d GCE ( A / L ) o r 

H i g h e r E x a m i n a t i o n 3 . 6 1 . 7 — 2 . 2 

T h e l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e f o r t h e s t u d y i s d e r i v e d a s t h e 

r a t i o o f l a b o u r f o r c e t o t h e t o t a l s a m p l e p o p u l a t i o n . A s s h o w n i n 

T a b l e ( 2 . 7 ) , t h e l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e i s c o n s i d e r a b l y 

h i g h i n a l l s e t t l e m e n t s c h e m e s a s c o m p a r e d t o t h e r u r a l s e c t o r r a t e 

o f 3 2 % , r e p o r t e d f o r 1 9 7 3 b y t h e C o n s u m e r F i n a n c e S u r v e y . 
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T a b l e 2 . 7 P o p u l a t i o n a n d L a b o u r F o r c e 

M a j o r M i n o r B o t h 
I r r i g a t i o n I r r i g a t i o n 

S c h e m e s S c h e m e s 

N o . % N o . % No Of 
• /o 

E m p l o y e d 4 9 0 5 4 . 2 382 4 7 . 6 8 7 2 5 1 . 1 

U n e m p l o y e d 2 2 2 . 4 41 5 . 1 63 " 3 . 7 

L a b o u r F o r c e 5 1 2 5 6 . 6 4 2 3 5 2 . 7 9 3 5 5 4 . 8 

T h o s e n o t i n L a b o u r F o r c e 

( a ) S t u d e n t s 2 3 3 2 5 . 8 241 3 0 . 0 4 7 4 2 7 . 8 

( b ) H o u s e w i v e s 22 2 . 4 1 5 1 . 9 37 2 . 2 

( c ) Y o u n g , i n v a l i d , o l d 1 3 7 . 1 5 . 2 1 2 4 1 5 . 4 261 1 5 . 3 

T o t a l P o p u l a t i o n • 904 1 0 0 . 0 803 1 0 0 . 0 : 1 7 0 7 1 0 0 . 0 

L a b o u r f o r c e 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e 5 6 . 6 5 2 . 7 5 4 . 8 

T h e l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i s d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m t h e r a t e r e p o r t e d f o r t h e d r y z o n e i n t h e K u r u n e g a l a D i s t r i c t 

B a s e l i n e S u r v e y . . T h i s n a y b e d u e t o t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n d e f i n i t i o n s 

o f t h e t e r n ' l a b o u r f o r c e ' Used b y r e s e a r c h e r s . 

A R T I , K u r u n e g a l a I n t e g r a t e d R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t P r o j e c t ; 

A n A n a l y s i s o f t h e P r e - P r o j e c t S i t u a t i o n R e s e a r c h S t u d y 

N o . 4 5 , A R T I , C o l o m b o , A u g u s t 1 9 8 1 . 



O c c u p a t i o n a l D i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e L a b o u r F o r c e 

T a b l e ( 2 . 8 ) s h o w s t h e e m p l o y m e n t p a t t e r n s o f t h e l a b o u r f o r c e i n t e r m s 

o f m a i n o c c u p a t i o n . No m a r k e d d i f f e r e n c e i s s e e n b e t w e e n t h e m a j o r 

and m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s i n t e r m s o f m a i n o c c u p a t i o n o f v i l l a g e s . 

I n b o t h a r e a s o v e r 70% o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n r e p o r t e d c u l t i v a t i o n a s t h e i r 

m a i n o c c u p a t i o n . T h e e m p l o y m e n t p a t t e r n r e f l e c t s a d i s t i n c t : 

f e a t u r e . ^ t h a t i s o v e r 80% o f t h e w o r k f o r c e i s e n g a g e d i n a g r i c u l t u r e . 

T h e r e i s a h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f f e m a l e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 

m a i n l y a s f a r m h e l p e r s . T h e p r o p o r t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l and n o n -

a g r i c u l t u r a l w a g e e a r n e r s appear?- ; t o b e m a r g i n a l i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n 

a n d t h i s i s p e r h a p s d u e t o t h e m i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 

l a b o u r e r s a s f a r m h e l p e r s . 

I n a s u r v e y o f t h i s n a t u r e , d e f i n i t i o n o f " m a i n o c c u p a t i o n " p o s e s some 

c o n f u s i n g p r o b l e m s a s t h e t e r m " m a i n o c c u p a t i o n " h a r d l y m e a n s t h e 

m a i n s o u r c e o f i n c o m e . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h o s e who s t a t e d c u l t i v a t i o n 

a s t h e i r m a i n o c c u p a t i o n w e r e f o u n d t o b e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r s i n 

t e r m s o f t h e i r m a i n s o u r c e o f i n c o m e . 

T a b l e ( 2 . 8 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e L a b o u r F o r c e 

A c c o r d i n g t o M a i n O c c u p a t i o n 

O c c u p a t i o n M a j o r S c h e m e s 

% 
M i n o r S c h e m e s 

% 

C u l t i v a t i o n 7 6 . 2 

/o 

7 2 . 4 

C a s u a l L a b o u r 8 . 2 1 1 . 8 

G o v e r n m e n t E m p l o y m e n t 8 . 7 7 . 6 

M a s o n a r y & C a r p e n t r y 2 . 2 3 . 9 

T r a d e 1 . 2 3 . 2 

O t h e r E m p l o y m e n t s 3 . 5 1 . 1 

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 



" CHAPTER THREE " " : " 

HOUSEING AND OTHER AMENITIES 

T h i s c h a p t e r c o n t a i n s a b r i e f a n a l y s i s o f q u a l i t a t i v e a n d 

q u a n t i t a t i v e a s p e c t s o f d w e l l i n g u n i t s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . A 

d w e l l i n g u n i t i s d e f i n e d a s a p l a c e o f r e s i d e n c e w h i c h i n c l u d e s 

a n y b u i l d i n g o r p a r t o f a b u i l d i n g . T h e f i r s t p a r t o f t h e c h a p t e r 

d e a l s w i t h t h e o w n e r s h i p o f d w e l l i n g s w h i l e t h e s e c o n d p a r t a t t e m p t s 

t o a n a l y s e t h e i r q u a l i t a t i v e a n d q u a n t i t a t i v e a s p e c t s . 

3 . 1 O w n e r s h i p and T e n a n c y 

Two t y p e s o f d w e l l i n g u n i t s h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d i n t h e a r e a , n a m e l y ? 

c o l o n y h o u s e s a n d p r i v a t e l y o w n e d h o u s e s ( s e e T a b l e 3 . 1 ) ; c o l o n y 

h o u s e s w e r e m o s t l y f o u n d i n t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w h e r e t h e 

s e t t l e r s w e r e p r o v i d e d w i t h p e r m a n e n t b u i l d i n g s w i t h b r i c k w a l l s , 

c e m e n t e d f l o o r s a n d t i l e d r o o f s . T h e s e h o u s e s r e p r e s e n t e d 32% o f t h e 

t o t a l d w e l l i n g s . O r i g i n a l c o l o n y h o u s e s w e r e i n v a r i o u s s t a g e s o f 

c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d s o m e o f t h e m r e m a i n u n r e p a i r e d o v e r t h e y e a r s . Some 

h o u s e s h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e l y r e c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f new 

r o o m s d e p e n d i n g o n t h e i n c o m e o f t h e o c c u p a n t s . P r i v a t e l y o w n e d 

h o u s e w a r e t h o s e c o n s t r u c t e d b y t h e o c c u p a n t s w i t h t h e i r own m e a n s . 

T h e n a t u r e o f o c c u p a n c y i s a m a j o r f a c t o r t h a t r e q u i r e s a t t e n t i o n i n 1 

a n y f u t u r e h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e i n t h e a r e a . T h e s u r v e y 

r e v e a l s t h a t n o h o u s e h o l d i n t h e s t u d y p o p u l a t i o n l i v e d i n a r e n t e d o r 

. a l e a s e d h o u s e a n d t h a t 67% o f a l l h o u s i n g u n i t s a r e o w n e r - o c c u p i e d . 1 

T h i s e s t i m a t e c l o s e l y a g r e e s w i t h i t h e n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e o f 6 9 . 4 % , 

r e p o r t e d i n 1 9 8 1 . I f we i n c l u d e t h e t e n a n c i e s o f c o l o n y h o u s e s w i t h 

t h e ' o w n e d ' c a t e g o r y , t h i s e s t i m a t e w o u l d b e much h i g h e r t h a n t h e 

n a t i o n a l f i g u r e . T h e n a t u r e o f o w n e r s h i p o f t h e l a n d o n w h i c h h o u s e s 

h a v e b e e n b u i l t i n d i c a t e s t h a t 27% o f t h e h o u s e s a r e c o n s t r u c t e d o n 

p r i v a t e l a n d a n d 54% o f t h e h o u s e s o n C r o w n l a n d s . T h e p r o p o r t i o n 

o f h o u s e s b u i l t o n e n c r o a c h e d l a n d i s o n l y a b o u t 17% o f t h e t o t a l 

n u m b e r o f h o u s e s . 
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T a b l e ( 3 . 1 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f O w n e r s h i p 

• a n d T e n a n c y S t a t u s o f H o u s e s 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

V i l l a g e 

Ganangamuwa 

P a d a v i g a m a • :. 

B a n d a r a g a m a 

P o t a n e g a m a . ;• 

U / S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 

T o t a l 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 

G a l l e w a 

M o l e w a . 

U l p o t a g a m a 

K e p e l a 

P a d i p a n c h a w a 

D i v u l w e w a 

P a l u g a m a 

I d d a j n a l p i t i y a 
,:.i33n.-.''. 

B u l n e w a 

T o t a l 

G r a n d T o t a l 

C o l o n y 

13 
13 

13 

07 

93 

80 

68 

56 

25 

04 

04 

1 3 

05 

32 

O w n e r s h i p 

Owned 

, 87 

87 

87 .. 

93 

07 

20 

26 

43 

7 5 

100 

100 

92 

81 

94 

96 

100 
'Ml.. ' 

87 

100 

100 

93 

O t h e r s 

06 

01 

04 

06 

06 

v 

67 

02 

or 

•i 
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3 . 2 Some A s p e c t s o f R u r a l H o u s i n g 

T h e t y p e o f d w e l l i n g s p e o p l e o c c u p y d o e s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y r e f l e c t 

t h e o c c u p a n t s ' . i n c o m e p a t t e r n s . H o w e v e r , i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o c o n s i d e r 

some q u a l i t a t i v e a n d q u a n t i t a t i v e a s p e c t s o f d w e l l i n g u n i t s i n t h e 

s t u d y a r e a , m a i n l y w i t h a v i e w t o a s s e s s i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e i r 

l i v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t . A v e r a g e n u m b e r o f h a b i t a b l e r o o m s p e r h o u s e h o l d 

i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i s 2 . 8 7 . A s s h o w n i n T a b l e 3 . 2 , m o s t o f t h e 

h o u s e s a r e s m a l l h a v i n g l e s s t h a n txro r o o m s . T h e p r e s e n c e o f a 

l a r g e n u m b e r o f s m a l l d w e l l i n g p l a c e s i n t h e d r y z o n e i s a l s o r e v e a l e d 

i n t h e B a s e l i n e S u r v e y o f t h e K u r u n e g a l a I n t e g r a t e d R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t 

P r o g r a m m e ( I R D P ) . T h e o c c u p a n c y r a t e o r t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f 

p e r s o n s p e r h o u s i n g u n i t i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i s 5 . 9 ( s e e T a b l e 3 . 3 ) . 
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T a b l e ( 3 . 2 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f H o u s e s 

A c c o r d i n g t o Number o f Rooms 

Name o f V i l l a g e Number o f Rooms O c c u p a n c y R a t e 

1 - 2 : 3 - 4 4 - 5 O v e r A v e r a g e h o u s e h o l d 
.. ' - • s i z e 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

G a n a n g a m u w a 7 3 27 - 5 . 8 

P a d a v i g a m a 67 3 3 5 . 3 

B a n d a r a g a m a 80 20 - 5 . 9 

P o t a n e g a c i a 67- 27 6 5 . 4 

U / S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 3 3 5 3 14 6 . 3 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 27 57 16 5 . 9 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 26 5 3 21 5 . 7 

A l l 46 4 4 10 5 . 9 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 5 0 5 0 - 7 . 0 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 25 38 37 4 . 9 

G a l l e w a 5 0 38 12 6 . 0 

M o l e w a 46 4 2 1 2 5 . 9 

U l p o t g a m a 50 5 0 • - 6 . 1 

K e p e l a 81 19 - ,5 A 
P a d i p a n c h a w a 46 50 04 5 . 5 

D i v u l w e w a 38 5 0 1 2 6 . 1 

P a l u g a m a 38 5 0 1 2 7 . 3 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a 7 5 13 1 2 5 . 8 

B u l n e w a 38 38 , 24 6 . 4 

A l l 5 0 40 . 10 5 . 9 

G r a n d T o t a l 48 4 2 10 5 . 9 
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T a b l e ( 3 . 3 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

H o u s e s A c c o r d i n g t o Number o f O c c u p a n t s 

N o . o f O c c u p a n t s M a j o r S c h e m e s M i n o r S c h e m e s B o t h 

1 - 3 5 6 • 6 3 

4 - 6 36 3 5 

7 a n d O v e r 08 02 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f h o u s e s h a d 1 - 3 o c c u p a n t s r e p r e s e n t i n g q5_9% o f t h e t o t a l 

h o u s e s i n t h e a r e a , w h e r e a s o n l y 5 . 2 % o f h o u s e s h a d 7 / m o r e o c c u p a n t s . 

I n t h i s r e g a r d s t h e s u r v e y r e v e a l s n o s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 

m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A c r u d e a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e d e g r e e 

o f o v e r - c r o w d i n g c a n b e d o n e o n 2 p e r s o n s - t o - a - r o o m b a s i s . W i t h 48% o f 

h o u s e s h a v i n g l e s s t h a n 2 r o o m s a n d a n o v e r a l l o c c u p a n c y r a t e o f 5 . 9 , 

some d e g r e e o f o v e r - c r o w d i n g a p p e a r s t o b e p r e s e n t i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . 

T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s o i n t h e v i l l a g e s c o n i n g u n d e r m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s s u c h a s G a n a g a n u w a , P a d a v i g a n a , B a n d a r a g a m a a n d P o t a n e g a m a 

l o c a t e d i n t h e M a h a w e l i ' H ' S y s t e m a r e a . K e p e l a a n d I d d a m a l p i t i y a 

v i l l a g e s s e r v e d b y m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a l s o h a v e s m a l l - s i z e 

h o u s e s , a n d t h e r e t o o t h e h i g h e r o c c u p a n c y r a t e s h o w s aome d e g r e e o f 

o v e r - c r o w d i n g w h e n c o m p a r e d w i t h o t h e r s a m p l e v i l l a g e s i n m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . 

T h e q u a l i t y o f h o u s i n g i s a l s o d e t e r m i n e d b y b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l 

u s e d i n c o n s t r u c t i o n . H o u s i n g u n i t s i n t h e s t u d y l o c a t i o n a r e 

c l a s s i f i e d i n t o t h r e e b r o a d t y p e s o n t h e b a s i s o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s 

u s e d . H o u s e s c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h d u r a b l e m a t e r i a l s s u c h a s c e m e n t , 

b r i c k s , t i l e s , a s b e s t o s r o o f i n g s h e e t s e t c . a r e c a t e g o r i s e d u n d e r 

p e r m a n e n t s t r u c t u r e s ' . H o u s e s w i t h t e m p o r a r y r o o f s a r e c a t e g o r i s e d 

a s ' i m p r o v i s e d ' . I n c a s e s w h e r e t h e r e i s a d u r a b l e a n d n o n - d u r a b l e 

m a t e r i a l m i x , t h e h o u s i n g u n i t i s c l a s s i f i e d a s ' s e m i - p e r m a n e n t . ' 

T h e s e t h r e e t y p e s o f h o u s e s f o u n d i n t h e v i l l a g e a r e c l a s s i f i e d i n t h e 

t a b l e 3 . 4 . I n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s t h e ' p e r m a n e n t ' c a t e g o r y 

5 9 

36 

05 
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a m o u n t s t o 45% w h e r e a s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s i t c o n s t i t u t e s 

o n l y 26% o f a l l h o u s i n g u n i t s . 

T a b l e ( 3 . 4 ) T y p e o f H o u s i n g ( F i g u r e s i n d i c a t e ) 

p e r c e n t a g e s ) 

V i l l a g e 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n 
S c h e m e s 

P e r m a n e n t S e n i 
permanent 

I m p r o v i s e d 

Ganangami iwa 

P a d a v i g a n a 

B a n d a r a g a m a 

P o t a n e g a m a 

U / S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 

D e V a g i r i p u r a 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 

T o t a l 

33 

67 

63 

14 

4 5 

7 

7 

7 

2 

20 

5 

1 3 

86 

93 

93, 
67 

11 

17 

21 

42 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n 

S c h e n e s 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 

G a l l e w a / 

M o l e w a 

U l p o t a g a m a 

K e p e l a 

P a d i p a n c h a w ai 

D i v u l w e w a 

P a l u g a m a 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a 

B u l n e w a 

T o t a l 

G r a n d T o t a l 

38 

63 

1 3 

33 

31 

17 

38 

25 

1 2 , 

50 

26 

36 

1 2 

19 

4 

1 2 

1 2 

5 

9 

5 0 

37 

87 

67 

5 0 

100 

7 9 
5 0 

63 

8 7 : 

5 0 

69 

5 5 
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H i g h e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f i m p r o v i s e d h o u s i n g u n i t s w e r e l o c a t e d i n t h e 

v i l l a g e s o f G a n a n g a m u w a , B a n d a r a g a m a , P a d a v i g a m a , G a l l e w a a n d 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a . A l m o s t a l l h o u s i n g u n i t s i n K e p e l a v i l l a g e h a v e 

b e e n i m p r o v i s e d . S i y a m b a l a n g a r a u w a , D e v a g i r i p u r a a n d t h e P a l u w a 

c o l o n y c o n t a i n t h e h i g h e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f p e r m a n e n t h o u s i n g i n t h e 

s t u d y ' a r e a . T h i s r e f l e c t s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y w e r e t h e r e c i p i e n t s o f 

p e r m a n e n t h o u s e s w h e n t h e y a r r i v e d i n s e t t l e m e n t s c h e m e s . H o w e v e r , 

m o s t o f t h e c o l o n y h o u s e s h a v e now f a l l e n i n t o a s t a t e o f 

d i s r e p a i r t h r o u g h n e g l e c t o v e r y e a r s . D e t a i l s o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s 

u s e d i n c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e g i v e n i n T a b l e 3 . 5 b e l o w ; 

T a b l e ( 3 . 5 ) - M a t e r i a l s u s e d f o r C o n s t r u c t i o n 

( i n P e r c e n t a g e ) 

Maj o r 
I r r i g a t i o n 

S c h e m e s 

M i n o r 
I r r i g a t i o n 

S c h e m e s 

B o t h 
S c h e m e s 

N a t i o n a l 
. A v e r a g e 

T y p e o f 
w a l l 

B r i c k / 
c o n c r e t e 5 3 29 42 4 7 . 7 

Mud ' , : 47 ' ' « 71 58 4 3 . 8 

T y p e o f T i l e / a s b e s t o s 5 5 27 42 3 7 . 6 

r o o f 
C a d j a n s 42 68 5 4 , 4 0 . 2 

i . . . 

O t h e r 03 05 i-04 

A s s h e w n i n T a b l e 3 . 5 , 42% o f t h e h o u s i n g u n i t s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i ' 

h a d w a l l s c o n s t r u c t e d o f b r i c k s o r c o n c r e t e , - a n e s t i m a t e 

s l i g h t l y l e s s t h a n t h e n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e o f 48% r e p o r t e d in 1 1 9 8 1 . 

H o w e v e r , t h e e s t i m a t e r e p o r t e d f o r t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w a s 

e e n s m d e e a b l y h i g h e r t h a n b o t h t h e n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e a n d e s t i m a t e 

r e p o r t e d f o r m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A l l i n a l l t h e m a j o r i t y 

o f h o u s i n g u n i t s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a h a d t h e i r w a l l s c o n s t r u c t e d o f 

mud o r c l a y (58%) a n d t h i s w a s s p e c i a l l y s o i n c a s e o f h o u s i n g u n i t s 

i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . M o r e t h a n h a l f o f t h e c o l o n y h o u s e s h a d 
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e i t h e r £ i l e s o r a s b e s t o s a s r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d t h e s e h o u s e s h a d 

b e e n b u i l t b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t w h e n t h e s e t t l e m e n t s c h e m e s w e r e 

s t a r t e d i n t h e a r e a . 

F o r t y - f o u r p e r c e n t o f t h e h o u s e s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a h a d d e t a c h e d k i t c h e n s 

a n d t h i s e s t i m a t e v a r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y i n r e l a t i o n t o m a j o r a n d m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s . T h e d e t a i l e d b r e a k - d o w n o f t y p e s o f k i t c h e n s • . .• . 

a v a i l a b l e i n d i c a t e s 5 1 % o f h o u s e s i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s h a d 

d e t a c h e d k i t c h e n s . B o t h s c h e m e s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e h o u s e s w i t h 

s e p a r a t e k i t c h e n s r e p r e s e n t i n g 64% o f t h e t o t a l h o u s e s . A v a i l a b i l i t y 

o f e l e c t r i c i t y i n t h e s t u d y a r e a w a s n e g l i g i b l e , s i n c e o n l y 6 s a m p l e 

h o u s e s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e e l e c t r i c i t y . M o s t o f t h e h o u s e s w e r e a c c e s s i b l e 

b y m o t o t v e h i c l e s ; - 85% o f t h e h o u s e s i n n a j o r s c h e m e s w e r e 

a c c e s s i b l e b y n o t o r v e h i c l e s , w h e r e a s t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e f o r t h e 

m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w a s 7 3 . 5 % . 

S o u r c e s o f W a t e r f o r D o m e s t i c U s e 

T h e n a i n s o u r c e s o f w a t e r f o r d o n e s t i c u s e i n t h e s t u d y a r e a w e r e w e l l s , 

i r r i g a t i o n c h a n n e l s a n d r e s e r v o i r s . N o n e o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s h a d 

a c c e s s t o p i p e - b o r n e w a t e r . ' 

I n t h e s t u d y a r e a , p r o t e c t e d w e l l s w e r e t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e s o u r c e o f 

s u p p l y i n g n o n - p o l l u t e d w a t e r f o r d o m e s t i c p u r p o s e s . D e t a i l e d 

b r e a k - d o w n o f s o u r c e s o f w a t e r a v a i l a b l e i s g i v e n i n T a b l e 3 . 6 . 

W e l l w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e o f d r i n k i n g w a t e r - 97% o f a l l h o u s i n g 

u n i t s j j o t t h e i r d r i n k i n g w a t e r f r o m t h i s s o u r c e a n d o n l y 3% d e p e n d e d 

o n o t h e r s o u r c e s , s u c h a s i r r i g a t i o n c h a n n e l s a n d t a n k s , f o r t h e i r 

d r i n k i n g w a t e r . B a t h i n g i s m a i n l y d o n e i n t a n k s a n d i r r i g a t i o n 

c h a n n e l s ; 55% a n d 24% o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s r e s p e c t i v e l y d e p e n d o n t h e s e 

t w o s o u r c e s . F o r t y n i n e p e r c e n t o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s i n n a j o r . . 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s d e p e n d e d o n i r r i g a t i o n c h a n n e l s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

v i l l a g e s f o r b a t h i n g . I n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , t h e v i l l a g e r s 

h e a v i l y d e p e n d e d o n v i l l a g e t a n k s f o r t h e i r d o n e s t i c s u p p l i e s o f w a t e r . 
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S e v e n t y e i g h t p e r c e n t o f h o u s e h o l d s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s d e p e n d e d 

o n v i l l a g e t a n k s f o r b a t h i n g . W e l l s a n d v i l l a g e t a n k s w e r e i m p o r t a n t 

s o u r c e s o f w a t e r i n b o t h s c h e m e s p a r t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g t h e d r y s e a s o n s 

w h e n t h e - i r r i g a t i o n c h a n n e l s g o d r y . I n c e r t a i n v i l l a g e s , t h e v i l l a g e r s 

t r a v e l 1 / 4 t o 2 m i l e s t o f e t c h w a t e r d u r i n g t h e d r y s e a s o n . 

T o i l e t F a c i l i t i e s 

S a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e s t u d y v i l l a g e s a p p e a r t o b e 

v e r y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . T y p e s o f t o i l e t s a v a i l a b l e i s a n i n d i c a t o r o f 

t h e g e n e r a l s t a t u s o f h e a l t h o f t h e p e o p l e i n t h e a r e a . U n h e a l t h y 

l i v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t c o u l d p o s s i b l y l e a d t o i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s l i k e •' 

d i a r r h o e a a n d e v e n t o s u d d e n o u t - b r e a k o f e p i d e m i c s . T h e s t u d y 

r e v e a l s t h a t 47% o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s d i d n o t h a v e e v e n t h e b a s i c t o i l e t 

f a c i l i t i e s . O n l y 6% o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s w e r e r e p o r t e d t o h a v e w a t e r -

s e a l e d l a t r i n e s a n d 47% h a d o p e n - p i t l a t r i n e s ( s e e T : a b l e 3 . 7 > . A l m o s t 

a l l t h e h o u s e h o l d s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s d i d n o t h a v e 

s a t i s f a c t o r y t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s . I n f a c t , n o n e o f t h e h o u s e s i n 

B u l n e w a h a d a n y t o i l e t f a c i l t i e s . O n l y 24% o f h o u s e h o l d s i n t h e 

m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s d i d n o t p o s s e s s t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s . 

C o n s i d e r i n g . t h i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l e d i n t h e 
to 

a r e a , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t h a t i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n s h o u l d b e t a k e n / c r e a t e a n 

a w a r e n e s s among t h e i n h a b i t a n t e a b o u t p r i m a r y h e a l t h c a f e n e e d s . 
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T a b l e ( 3 . 6 ) S o u r c e s o f U a t e r f o r D r i n k i n g a n d B a t h i n g 

( F i g u r e s i n d i c a t e P e r c e n t a g e s ) 

W e l l , . , I r r i g a t i o n C h a n n e l T a n k , 

D* D B D B 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

Ga na nga m uw a 100 29 - 64 - 7 

P a d a v i g a m a . 1 100 20 - 80 --

B a n d a r a g a m a 100 .29 . 5 7 — 14 

P o t a n e g a m a 100 11 . - 22 - ,67 

S i y a b a l a n g a m u w a 96 17 4 6 3 - 20 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 94 31 - 25 6 44 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 100 -- - - . 100 

TOTAL 98 21 1 4 9 ' 1 30 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 86 63 -• - 13 38 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 100 50 - - 50 

G a l l e w a 83 33 -- - 17 67 

M o l e w a , 100 .13 - 6 - . 81. 

U l p o t a g a m a 100 40 - - .60 

K e p e l a 92 8 - . - 92 

P a d i p a n c h a w a 100 7 - - 93 

D i v u l w e w a 100 - - - • . - 100 

P a l u g a m a 80 20 - - • 20 80 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a 100 - - - - 100 

B u l n e w a 100 25 - - - 7 5 

TOTAL 96 21 1 1 3 7 8 

BOTH SCHEMES 97 21 1 24 2 5 5 

D* = D r i n k i n g 
B * * = B a t h i n g • 
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T a b l e ( 3 . 7 ) T y p e s o f T o i l e t F a c i l i t i e s A v a i l a b l e i n t h e V i l l a g e s 

( F i g u r e s d e n o t e P e r c e n t a g e s ) 

V i l l a g e *. P i t W a t e r S e a l e d N o f r e 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

G a n a n g a m u w a 100 - ~ 

P a d a v i g a m a 7 3 20 7 

B a n d a r a g a m a 87 - 13 

P o t a n a g a m a 7 3 1 3 14 

U / S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a . 5 1 9 40 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 60 - 40 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 84 5 1 1 

TOTAL 7 £ 6_ 24 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 25 25 5 0 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 25 38 37 

G a l l e w a 13 1 2 7 5 

M o l l e w a 1 7 8 7 5 

U l p o t a g a m a 19 - 81 

K e p e l a 31 - 6 9 

P a d i p a n c h a w a 1 3 - 87 

D i v u l w e w a 50 25 25 

P a l u g a m a 25 - 7 5 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a 25 - 7 5 

B u l n e w a - " 1 0 0 

TOTAL 21 7 7 2 

BOTH AREAS 47 6 4 7 

.9> 



CHAPTER IV 

FARM AND HOUSEHOLD A S S E T S 

R u r a l h o u s e h o l d a s s e t s a r e m a i n l y o f t w o t y p e s ; f a r m a n d h o u s e h o l d 

a s s e t s . P o s s e s s i o n o f t h e m i s q u i t e o f t e n c o n s i d e r e d a s a c r u d e 

i n d i c a t o r o f h o u s e h o l d a f f l u e n c e . F a r m a s s e t s a r e o f s e v e r a l t y p e s : 

( a ) F a m i l y L a b o u r ( b ) A g r i c u l t u r a l L a n d s ( c ) L i v e s t o c k 

( d ) F a r m U t e n c i l s a n d T o o l s . 

Q u a l i t y o f h o u s i n g a n d u t i l i t y s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e c a n a l s o b e a d d e d 

t o h o u s e h o l d a s s e t s . T h e l a b o u r f o r c e a n d r e l a t e d a s p e c t s h a v e 

a l r e a d y b e e n d i s c u s s e d i n C h a p t e r 2 . C h a p t e r 6 d e a l s w i t h t h e 

o w n e r s h i p o f l a n d a n d l a n d t e n u r e , w h e r e t h e o w n e r s h i p o f 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d s i s d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l . T y p e s a n d q u a l i t y o f 

h o u s i n g a n d t h e u t i l i t y s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e h a v e b e e n d e a l t w i t h i n 

C h a p t e r 3 . O w n e r s h i p o f f a r m i m p l e m e n t s a n d h o u s e h o l d i t e m s f o r m 

t h e m a j o r p a r t c f t h i s c h a p t e r . T h e p o s s e s s i o n o f l i v e s t o c k a n d ' 

f a r m i m p l e m e n t s c a n b e v i e w e d a s a n i n d i c a t o r o f a f f l u e n c e i n a 

d i f f e r e n t p e r s p e c t i v e . T h e l i v e s t o c k t e n d s t o e n h a n c e t h e h o u s e h o l d ' s 

t o t a l a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t , a n d i s a l s o a n o d e o f s a v i n g w h i c h c o u l d 

b e e n c a s h e d i n e x i g e n c i e s . O w n e r s h i p o f f a r m i m p l e m e n t s a n d d r a u g h t 

p o w e r a s s u r e s t h e t i m e l y c o m p l e t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l o p e r a t i o n s a 

d i r e n e e d i n m o s t i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s t o r e d u c e s t a g g e r e d c u l t i v a t i o n ' . 

L i v e s t o c k 

C a t t l e , b u f f a l o e s , p o u l t r y a n d g o a t s w e r e t h e m a i n l i v e s t o c k b r e e d s 

f o u n d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . C a t t l e a n d b u f f a l o e b r e e d i n g a t t r a c t e d 

f a r m e r s ' a t t e n t i o n b e c a u s e o f t h e h e a v y demand f o r d r a u g h t p o w e r a n d 

n e a t . I n t h e s t u d y p o p u l a t i o n , 22% o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s h a d n e a t 

c a t t l e a n d 21% o f h o u s e h o l d s h a d b u f f a l o e s . T h e s e e s t i m a t e s v a r i e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l y a c r o s s t h e v i l l a g e s o f m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e n e s . P o u l t r y - k e e p i n g a n d g o a t - r e a r i n g w h i c h a m o u n t e d t o 8% a n d 

0 .7% r e s p e c t i v e l y w e r e n o t s o p o p u l a r among t h e s a m p l e h o u s e h o l d s . 

T h e r e w a s . n o i n d i c a t i o n o f p i g h u s b a n d r y i n t h e s t u d y a r e a , 
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N e a t C a t t l e 

N e a t c a t t l e r e a r i n g h a s b e e n w i d e l y p r a c t i s e d , b o t h i n r ; a j o r a n d m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , , a s a v e r i t a b l e s o u r c e o f i n c o m e t h r o u g h m i l k 

a d d d r a u g h t p o w e r . T w e n t y f i v e p e r c e n t o f t h e s a m p l e h o u s e h o l d s i n 

m i n o r s c h e m e s w e r e r e a r i n g n e a t c a t t l e f o r t h i s t w i n p u r p o s e . T h e 

s t u d y r e v e a l s t h a t o n l y 19% o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s r e a r e d n e a t c a t t l e ; T a b l e 4 . 1 i n d i c a t e s t h a t b o t h t h e t o t a l 

n u m b e r o f c a t t l e and t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f c a t t l e p e r h e r d r e p o r t e d 

i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w e r e c o n s i d e r a b l y h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f 

m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A v a i l a b i l i t y o f f o r e s t r e s e r v e s ' " 

m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s p r o v i d e s a d e q u a t e g r a z i n g g r o u n d s f o r c a t t l e 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e ; y e a r . E n c r o a c h m e n t s a n d l i m i t e d f o r e s t r e s e r v e s w e r e 

p o s s i b l e c o n s t r a i n t s t o r e a r c a t t l e i n m a j o r s c h e m e s ; a n e n t e r p r i s e 

t o w h i c h t h e c o m m u n i t y c a n d e v o t e t i m e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n o f f 

c u l t i v a t i o n s e a s o n s . U n d e r m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , S i y a b a l a n g a m u w a 

a n d D e v a g i r i p u r a a r e r e p o r t e d a s h a v i n g t h e l a r g e s t h e r d o f n e a t 

c a t t l e , w h e r e a s P a l u g a m a , P a h a l a k o k w e w a , U l p o t a g a m a , P a d i p a n c h a w a a n d 

B u l n e w a i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s f o l l o w e d s u i t ' . A v e r a g e n u m b e r 

o f c a t t l e r e a r e d a s p e r r e p o r t e d h o u s e h o l d i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s 

w a s 4 . 2 — l e s s t h a n t h e e s t i m a t e d f i g u r e o f 7 . 2 r e p o r t e d f o r m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . D i s t r i b u t i o n o f a n i m a l p o p u l a t i o n , p u r p o s e - w i s e 

r e v e a l s t h a t 65% o f t h e n e a t c a t t l e 1 i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a r e f o r 

d a i r y i n g . T h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e f o r t h e m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s 

i s 5 5 . 6 % , a n d i t r e f l e c t s t h e f a c t t h a t n e a t c a t t l e i s r e a r e d m o r e 

f o r d a i r y i n g t h a n a s a s o u r c e o f d r a u g h t p o w e r . 

B u f f a l o e s 

T o t a l b u f f a l o e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e s t u d y a r e a a m o u n t s t o 7 3 5 

a n i m a l s r e a r e d b y , 6 1 f a r m h o u s e h o l d s . O f t h i s , 205 b u f f a l o e s w e r e 

r e a r e d b y 13 h o u s e h o l d s i n S i y a n b a 1 a n g a r i a , w h i c h i s . o n e v i l l a g e i n 

m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w h e r e b u f f a l o e r e a r i n g i s e x t e n s i v e l y 

p r a c t i s e d b o t h f o r m i l k i n g a n d f o r d r a u g h t p o w e r . H o w e v e r , o n l y 28% o f t h e 

h o u s e h o l d s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a n d 15% o f t h o s e i n m a j o r ~ 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s h a v e r e a r e d , b u f f a l o e s . B u f f a l o e s c o n s t i t u t e 
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t h e m a i n s o u r c e o f d r a u g h t p o w e r i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . N i n e t y o n e p e r 

c e n t o f t h e b u f f a l o e p o p u l a t i o n i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s a n d 8 1 % i n 

m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s a r e d e p l o y e d f o r d r a u g h t p o w e r . B u f f a l o e m i l k 

i s m a i n l y u s e d f o r m a k i n g c u r d w h i c h p r o v i d e s a s u p p l e m e n t a r y i n c o m e 

f o r f a r m h o u s e h o l d s . 

V i l l a g e s w h i c h h a v e h a r n e s s e d b u f f a l o e s s o l e l y f o r d r a u g h t p o w e r 

a r e G a n a n g a n u w a a n d P a d a v i g a m a i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s , a n d 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a , I h a l a k o k w e w a , U l p o t a g a n a , I d d a m a l p i t i y a a n d B u l n e w a 

i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . D i v u l w e w a , K e p e l a a n d P a l u g a t n a v i l l a g e s 

h a v e a s i z e a b l e h e r d o f b u f f a l o e s f o r d a i r y i n g . H o w e v e r , i n t h e s t u d y 

a r e a , n e a t c a t t l e i s p r e f e r e d t o b u f f a l o e s f o r d a i r y i n g p u r p o s e s . 

A p p a r e n t l y b o t h b u f f a l o e s a n d n e a t c a t t l e r e a r e d i n t h e a r e a p r o v i d e 

a r e a d y s o u r c e o f m e a t t o t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g t o w n s a n d d i s t a n t c i t i e s 

a c c e s s i b l e b y t h e r a i l w a y . 

G o a t H u s b a n d r y 

G o a t h u s b a n d r y i s n o t p o p u l a r among t h e s a m p l e h o u s e h o l d s 

d e s p i t e i t s p r o s p e c t s f o r e x p a n s i o n i n t h e a r e a . E x c e p t f o r a 

f e w h o u s e h o l d s i n n a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , t h e s u r v e y h a s n o t 

r e c o r d e d a n y i n c i d e n c e o f g o a t h u s b a n d r y , i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . 

T h e p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e s t u d y h o u s e h o l d s e n g a g e d i n g o a t h u s b a n d r y 

i s a l n o s t n e g l i g i b l e . C o s t - f r e e n a t u r e o f g o a t h u s b a n d r y i t s e l f 

i s a n i n c e n t i v e t o p r o m o t e t h i s e n t e r p r i s e o n a l a r g e - s c a l e . 

T h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h i s p r o f i t a b l e f a r n e n t e r p r i s e i s r a t h e r 

c o n s t r a i n e d b y t h e p r e v a i l i n g r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s w h i c h p l a c e 

t a b o o s o n a n i n a l s l a u g h t e r . 



T a b l e ( 4 . 1 ) Number o f H o u s e h o l d s R e a r i n g A n i m a l s i n . 

E a c h V i l l a g e ( n u m b e r o f h o u s e h o l d s a r e g i v e n i n 

P a r e n t h e s i s ) 

V I L L A G E BUFFALOES 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

G a na nga muw a 

P a d a v i g a m a 

B a n d a r a g a m a 

P o t a n e g a m a 

S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 

P a h a 1 a k o k w e w a 

I h a l a k o k w e w a 

G a l l e w a 

M o l l e w a 

U l p o t e g a m a 

K e p e l a 

P a d i p a n c h a w a • '• 

D ivu lwex- / a 

P a l u g a m a 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a 

B u l n e w a 

7 ( 1 ) 

22 O ) -

3 ( 1 ) .-. ::,Jo 

2 0 5 ( 1 3 ) 

4 4 ( 5 ) 

33 ( 2 ) -

14 ( 3 ) 

20 ( 1 ) 

1 1 8 ( 8 ) 

4 3 ( 3 ) 

6 ( 2 ) 

77 ( 9 ) 

46 ( 2 ) 

5 7 ( 5 ) 

34 ( 4 ) 

1 3 ( 1 ) 

NEAT CATTLE 

5 ( 1 ) 

7 ( 2 ) 

7 2 ( 1 4 ) 

29 ( 7 ) 

1 3 ( 6 ) 

37 ( 6 ) 

6 ( 1 ) 

2 ( 1 ) 

8 ( 2 ) 

3 5 ( 4 ) 

36 ( 6 ) 

13 ( 3 ) 

64 ( 6 ) 

1 9 ( 2 ) 

24 ( 3 ) 

GOAT TOULTRY 

2 ( 1 ) 

1 5 ( 1 ) 

2 2 ( 1 ) 3 0 ( 4 ) 

24 ( 4 ) 

3 ( 1 ) 4 5 ( 3 ) 

1 ( 1 ) 

7 ( 1 ) 

9 ( 2 ) 

20 ( 1 ) 

21 ( 4 ) 

20 ( 2 ) 

Summary 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 421 ( 2 8 ) 

% h o u s e h o l d s r e p o r t e d 2 8 . 0 

A v e r a g e n u m b e r 1 1 . 1 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 3 1 4 ( 2 3 ) 

% h o u s e h o l d r e p o r t e d 

A v e r a g e n u m b e r 

B o t h S c h e m e s 

% H o u s e h o l d r e p o r t e d 

A v e r a g e n u m b e r 

1 5 . 0 

1 3 . 7 

7 3 5 . ( 2 8 ) 

2 1 . 0 

1 2 . 0 

244 ( 3 4 ) 

2 5 . 0 

7 . 2 

1 2 6 ( 3 0 ) 

1 9 . 0 

4 . 2 . 

3 7 0 ( 6 4 ) 

2 2 . 0 

. 5 . 8 

2 5 ( 2 ) 

1 . 0 

1 2 . 5 

78 ( 1 1 ) 

8 . 0 

7 . 1 

1 1 6 ( 1 3 ) 

8 . 0 

8 . 0 

2 5 ( 2 ) 1 9 4 ( 2 4 ) 

0 . 7 8 . 0 

1 2 . 5 8 . 1 
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T a b l e ( 4 . 2 ) 

V i l l a g e 

U t i l i t y - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f T o t a l C a t t l e 

P o p u l a t i o n (; i n p e r c e n t a g e s ) 

B u f f a l o e s 
M i l k D r a u g h t 

N e a t C a t t l e 
M i l k D r a u g h t 

G a n a h g a m u w a 

P a d a v i g a m a 

B a n d a r a g a m a 

P o t a n e g a i n a 

S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 

1 3 

1 0 

11 

100 

1 0 0 

87 

9Q 

89 

100 

4 3 

71 

5 9 

4 6 

5 7 . 

29 

41 

5 4 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 09 91 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a - 1 0 0 

I h a l a k o k w e w a ';'-L - 100 

G a l l e w a - -

M o l e w a 6 94 

U l p o t a g a m a - 100 

K e p e l a 3 3 6 7 

P a d i p a n c h a w a 1 9 81 

D i v u l w e w a 6 5 3 5 

P a l u g a m a 46 -54 

I d d a m a l p i t i y a - 100 

B u l n e w a - 100 

6 5 

6 2 

-

5 0 

7 5 

7 7 

44 

6 9 

5 0 

7 8 

38 

3 5 

3 8 

1 0 0 

5 0 

2 5 

2 3 

5 6 

31» 

5 0 

2 2 

6 2 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n 
S c h e m e s 

1 9 81 57 4 3 

B o t h S c h e m e s 1 5 8 5 5 9 41 
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P o u l t r y 

I t h a s b e e n r e v e a l e d t h a t p o u l t r y k e e p i n g w a s n o t a s l i m i t e d a s g o a t 

h u s b a n d a r y i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . E i g h t p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l s t u d y 

h o u s e h o l d s r a n p o u l t r y f a r m s a v e r a g i n g 8 b i r d s p e r f a r m . T h e 

a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f b i r d s k e p t b y h o u s e h o l d s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s a n d m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , w e r e 9 a n d 7 r e s p e c t i v e l y . - N o 

s c i e n t i f i c m e t h o d , h o w e v e r , h a s b e e n f o l l o w e d b y m o s t o f t h e 

h o u s e h o l d i n r e s p e c t o f p o u l t r y - k e e p i n g . T h e y a r e m o s t l y k e p t f r e e , 

r a n g e b y m a j o r i t y o f h o u s e h o l d s . T h i s h a s made p o u l t r y - k e e p i n g 

a c o s t - f r e e f a r m e n t e r p r i s e . One c o m p l a i n t a g a i n s t f r e e r a n g e 

p d u l t r y - k e e p i n g i n t h e a r e a w a s t h a t ( t h e h i g h l a n d a n d ) c r o p s w e r e 

f r e q u e n t l y d a m a g e d b y c h i c k e n i n t h e e a r l y ' h a r v e s t i n g s t a g e s . 

C o u p l e d w i t h t h i s , r e l i g i o u s t a b o o s t o o h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o 

d i s c o u r a g e . , r e a r i n g b i r d s . •;-• ; • i ^ : ; : > 

O v e r a l l p e r f o r m a n c e i n l i v e s t o c k k e e p i n g i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i s n o t 

v e r y e n c o u r a g i n g . A r o u n d 25% o f t h e t o t a l h o u s e h o l d s r e p o r t e d o f 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n p u r s u i n g l i v e s t o c k v e n t u r e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s i t w a s 

e v i d e n t t h a t t h e r e i s much m o r e p o t e n t i a l f o r f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n o f 

p o u l t r y f a r m i n g i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . 

A b l u e p r i n t f o r t h e o v e r a l l d e v e l o p m e n t o f l i v e s t o c k e n t e r p r i s e s h a s 

b e c o m e i m p e r a t i v e i n t h e a r e a l e a d i n g u l t i m a t e l y t o a n e f f i c i e n t 

s u p p l y o f d r a u g h t p o w e r a n d a s u p l e m e n t a r y s o u r c e o f i n c o m e f o r 

f a r m e r f a m i l i e s . E x p l o r i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p r o v i d i n g s u f f i c i e n t 

g r a z i n g l a n d s f o r c a t t l e i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s s h o u l d r e c e i v e 

t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e a r e a d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n n e r s ! 

F a r m I m p l e m e n t s 

P o s s e s s i o n o f f a r m i m p l e m e n t s i n d i r e c t l y i n d i c a t e s t h e d e g r e e o f 

f a r m a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l h o u s e h o l d . I t p a r t l y 

r e f l e c t s t h e a b i l i t y o f t i m e l y c o m p l e t i o n o f f a r m a c t i v i t i e s a n d . 

i t i s a c r u d e m e a s u r e m e n t o f t h e d i s p o s a l o f h o u s e h o l d i n c o m e . 

P o s s e s s i o n o f i m p l e m e n t s r a n g e s f r o m a s i m p l e t o o l l i k e a mammoty t o 

a t w o - w h e e l t r a c t o r i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . S u r v e y r e v e a l s t h a t a l m o s t 

a l l h o u s e h o l d s p o s s e s s e d t h e i r b a s i c a g r i c u l t u r a l i m p l e m e n t s s u c h a s 
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Traamraoties and ploughs. Very few households owned two-wheel and four-

wheel tractors and other farm machinery like sprayers. 

Average number of farm implements possessed by individual households . 
varied considerably across study villages. Mammoties, wooden and iron 
ploughs were the main implements found in the majority of the farm 
households. In terms of average number of implements possessed, apparently 
not much difference is evident between the two schemes. However, certain 
villages show some degree of affluence in terms of average number and 
types of implements possessed. Each item, which have been recorded the 
highest value is given in Table 4.3. 

Household Items 

The ownership of household items generally indicates the economic level; 
of rural households. These items are usually purchased in the event 
of a good harvest or an increase of household income. It is also a known 
fact that some of these items are mortgaged or pawned in time of 
distress. The most common household effects in the possession of study _ 
households were radios, bicycles, petromax lamps,wall clocks, sewing 
machine and some household furniture. Very few. households reported 
to have TV or electrical appliances and it was mainly due to the 
fact that households with electricity were very rare in this study 
area. Paluwa Colony, coming under major irrigation schemes, recorded 
the highest number of households with a wide range of household items, 
whereas the householdsof Pahalakokwewa recorded the highest number of 

the 
household items among villages in/minor irrigation schemes. Households 
in the villages of Iddamalpitiya, Gallewa, Bulnewa in the minor 

irrigation schemes and the villages of Devagiripura and Bandaragama 
in the major irrigation schemes recorded the lowest number of 
household items. These were amongst the poorest villages in the study 
area. 
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T a b l e ( 4 . 3 ) A v e r a g e N u m b e r o f I m p l e m e n t s P o s s e s s e d b y E a c h 

V i l l a g e M a m m o t i e s 
\i P l o u g h s 

S p r a y e r s T w o - W h e e l F o u r - w h e « 

W o o d e n I r o n T r a c t o r s T r a c t o r s 

G a n a n g a m u w a 2 . 6 1 ( 1 3 ) 1 . 5 ( 2 ) 1 . 6 6 ( 9 ) • 1 ( 4 ) . — — 
P a d a v i g a m a 3 . 0 0 ( 1 5 ) 2.00 (2) 1 . 3 3 ( 6 ) !?. u 1 ( 5 ) 1 ( 1 ) — 

B a n d a r a g a m a " 3 . 4 6 ( 1 5 ) 1 . 3 3 ( 3 ) 1 . 5 5 ( 9 ) 1 ( 4 ) -- 1 ( 1 ) 
P o t a n e g a m a 4 M 4 ( 1 4 ) 1 . 5 0 ( 2 ) 1 . 2 0 ( 5 ) 1 ( 2 ) - ' 1 ( 1 ) 
S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 2T.13 ( 4 5 ) 1 . 5 0 ( 6 ) 2 . 4 1 ( 3 2 ) 1 . 2 5 ( 5 ) 1 ( 2 ) - . 
D e v a g i r i p u r a 2 . 9 0 ( 3 0 ) 1 . 9 0 ( 1 0 ) 1 . 5 0 ( 1 0 ) - •-. - • -
P a l u w a C o l o n y 2 . 9 4 ( 1 8 ) 1 . 8 0 ( 5 ) 1 . 7 5 ( 8 ) 1 ( I ) — — 

M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e r 3 . 1 3 ( 1 5 0 ) 1 . 7 6 ( 3 8 ) 1 . 8 8 ( 7 9 ) 1 . 1 ( 2 0 ) 1 ( 3 ) 1 ( 2 ) 

% r e p o r t e d 9 7 . 4 2 4 . 7 5 1 . 3 1 3 . 0 2 . 0 1 . 3 

V i l l a g e 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 3 . 1 3 ( 8 ) 2 , 2 5 (4) 1 . 8 ( 5 ) 1 . ( 2 ) • -
I h a l a k o k w e w a 3 , 6 6 ( 8 ) 3 . 0 0 ( 2 ) 1 . 3 3 ( 3 ) 1 ( 1 ) -
G a l l e w a 2 . 2 5 ( 8 ) 1 . 2 5 ( 4 ) 1 ( 0 - , - •" 
M o l l e w a 2 . 9 1 ( 2 3 ) 1 . 5 6 ( 9 ) 1 . 7 9 ( 1 4 ) - ' ' 

U l p o t a g a m a 3 . C 6 ( 1 6 ) 1 . 7 5 ( 8 ) 2 . 3 8 ( 3 ) r (0 1 (0 1 ( 1 ) 
K e p e l a 2 . 2 5 ( 1 6 ) 1 . 6 ? ( 3 ) 1 . 6 ( 5 ) i (O - -
P a d i p a n c h a w a 3 . ( 4 ( 2 4 ) 1 . 0 ( 5 ) 1 . 8 ( 1 5 ) i (i) -
D i v u l w e w a 2 . G 2 ( 8 ) 1 . 6 ( 3 ) 2 . 2 ( 5 ) J - .33 ( 3 ) 
P a l u g a m a 2 . 8 7 ( 8 ) - 1 . 5 7 ( 7 ) T (0 
I d d a m a l p i t i y a 2 . 2 8 ( 7 ) 2 (3.) 2 . 5 (4) - - - -
B u l n e w a 2 . 7 5 ( 8 ) 2 ( 3 ) 1 (0 .— — — 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e s 2 . 8 3 ( 1 3 4 ) 1 . 7 ( 1 4 ) 2 . 2 8 ( 6 3 ) 1 . 1 1 ( 9 ) 1 ( 1 ) 1 ( 1 ) 
% r e p o r t e d « 9 8 . 5 32 .4 4 6 . 3 6 . 6 1 . 5 0 - 7 

B o t h S c h e m e s 2 . 9 9 ( 2 8 4 ) 1 . 7 3 ( 8 2 ) 1 . 8 5 ( 1 4 2 ) 1 . 0 7 ( 2 0 ) : 1 ( 5 ) 1 . ( 2 
9 7 . 6 2 7 . 9 4 9 . 3 1 0 . 0 1 . 7 1 . 0 

N o # o f h o u s e h o l d s g i v e n i n P a r e n t h e s i s 

H o u s e h o l d i n t h e V i l l a g e s 
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Table e . 4 ) Percentages of Households that had Valuable Hous ehold Effects/ 
Transport. Faci lities 

Village Wall Petromax Radios Cassette Sewing Wardrobes Sets of T.V. J?:\c?cies Garth-
Clocks 1 amps Recorders Machines Furniture Sets 

Gananganuwa 6 r7 4C.0 53.3 13.3 13.3 20.0 - • 66.7 Padavxgama 6.7 4f .7 80.0 6 ~ 7 1.3.. 3 33.3 20.0 66.7 — 
Bandaragama - It. 7 66.7 — 13.3 33«3 6.7 o5.7 6.7 
Potanegama 20.0 2i .7 66.7 6.7 13.3 - 26.7 26.7 6.7 66.7 — 
Siyambalangamuwa. 17.8 4E.9 62.2 .̂8.9 26.7 37.8 46.7 55.6 22.2 
Devagiripura 16.7 32.3 76.6 6.7 20.0 33.3 6.7 56.7 16.7 
Paluwa Colony 10.5 57.9 84.2 - 36.9 52.6 63.2 68.4 15.8 
Major Irrigation 13.0 41.6 69.5 5.2 21 .4 31 ,8 32.5 2.0 61.7 12.3 
Schemes 

Village 

Pahalakokwewa 50.0 5C.0 07.5 12.5 25.0 25.0 62.5 12.5 75.0 12.5 
Ihalakokwewa 25.0 37.5 87.5 12.5 50.0 37.5 50.0 62.5 25.0 
Gallewa - 25.0 75.0 - 25.0 12.5 37.5 25.0 25.0 
Mollewa 4.2 41.7 62.5 - 8.3 8.3 12.5 58.3 16.7 
Ulpotagama 12.5 43.8 50.0 - 25.0 31 .3 43.8 81.3 18.8 
Kepela 6.3 €.3 31 .3 18.8 12.5 6.3 18.8 43.8 -
Padipanchawa 4.2 25.0 50.0 8.3 20.8 25.0 25.0 66.7 8.3 
Divulwewa 37.5 5C.0 62.5 12.5 62.5 50.0 62.5 12.5 75.0 12.5 
Palugama 12.5 62.5 75.0 12.5 - 12.5 37.5 75.0 62.5 
Iddamalpitiya - 25.0 37.5 - - - 25.0 25.0 12.5 
Bulnewa 25.0 25.0 37.5 - • - 25.0 38.5 87.5 25.0 
Minor Irrigation 13.2 32.8 56.6 6.6 19.1 19.7 31 .6 1.47 61.8 16.9 
Schemes :-. 

Both Schemes 12.8 37.9 63.8 5.8 19.7 23.8 34.8 1.73 51.7 14.5 



4 . 8 Access to Information and Knowledge 

9 
Radio and newspapers were the main sources of information on national 
and regional events. Seventy one per cent-of households had their 

\ own radios. Thirteen per cent of households could afford to buy 
daily newspapers, Sunday newspapers were more popular than the daily 
newspapers as the former were rich in reading materials such as short 
stories. Eleven per cent of households reported buying weekly cartoon 
papers which seemed to be very popular among the children and the 
youth. Television, appears to be still beyond the reach of the 
majority of rural households. This is mainly due to the lack of 
electricity in rural areas. However, some households operated their 
television sets with alternative energy sources &v%h as dry 
batteries. Only 1.7 per cent of the total households in the study 
area owned television sets. ' 

Access to radio, programmes was not uniform across the villages of 
* 

two schemes. In major irrigation schenes 76% of the heads of 
households listened to the radio daily whereas the percentage of 
daily listeners in minor irrigation schemes amounted to 62%. Highest 
readership of both daily and weekly papers was reported in major 
irrigation schemes as compared to minor irrigation schemes showing 
greater exposure to the mass media in terms of listernership as well 
as readership,,, ,: v , ~" 

4.9 Place of Reading and Listening 

The common places for•reading newspaper^ and radio listening t o radio-were 
one's own home, neighbour's home and village boutiques. The 
proportion of heads of households listening to radios at their own 
home" is only 71% while 23% listened to radios at neighbouring houses 
or at the village"boutique. The Beading of newspapers at village 
boutiques;was very popular in both schemes. Number of villagers 

who visited their neighbours to read newspapers was small. 
Village boutique appeared to be the only place where they had free' * 
access to read the daily or weekly newspapers. 
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T a b l e ( 4 . 5 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e . D i s t r i b u t i o n o f H e a d s o f 

H o u s e h o l d s b y O w n e r s h i p a n d R e c e p t i v i t y t o M a s s M e d i a 

E x p o s u r e (%) 

Mode S c h e m e O w n e r D a i l y S e v e r a l O n c e O c c a s i ­ N e v e r . : 

s h i p t i m e s a o n a l l y 
w e e k 

R a d i o Ma j o r 7 5 7 5 03 02 16 03 

M i n o r 65 62 01 01 2 A 05 

B o t h 71 69 02 02 20 04 

N e w s p a p e r s Maj o r 1 2 25 06 03 34 20 

D a i l y 
M i n o r 1 3 11 08 11 49 21 

D a i l y B o t h 13 1 9 07 07 41 20 

N e w s p a p e r s M a j o r 18 06 06 29 3 5 
r • 

25 

W e e k l y 
M i n o r 1 5 03 04 24 23 29 

W e e k l y 
B o t h 17 05 04 27 36 27 

C a r t o o n M a j o r 1 2 _ 03 11 1 6 69 

P a p e r s M i n o r 09 01 05 06 10 76 P a p e r s 
B o t h 11 01 04 • 09 1 3 7 2 

T a b l e ( 4 . 6 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f H e a d s o f 

H o u s e h o l d s b y t h e L o c a t i o n o f R e a d i n g a n d L i s t e n i n g 

S o u r c e o f M a s s S c h e m e Home N e i g h b o u r ' s B o u t i q u e N o t 

M e d i a Home I n t ' i i - H s t e < 

R a d i o Maj o r 7 5 09 11 05 
M i n o r 66 1 5 1 2 07 
B o t h 71 1 2 1 1 06 

N e w s p a p e r s M a j o r 1 4 05 5 9 22 . 
M i n o r 12 04 5 9 25 
B o t h 13 04 5 9 24 

C a r t o o n P a p e r s Maj o r 1 0 03 1 7 7 0 
M i n o r 07 02 . 1 2 7 9 
B o t h 09 02 14 7 5 



• CHAPTER 5 

•LAND USE AND TENURE: PATTERNS 

T h i s c h a p t e r d e a l s w i t h t h e l a n d u s e , c r o p p i n g p a t t e r n a n d l a n d 

t e n u r e a r r a n g e m e n t s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . 

5 . 1 L a n d U s e ' 

I n t e r m s o f l a n d u t i l i z a t i o n , t h e f o l l o w i n g c a t e g o r i e s o f l a n d c a n 

b e i d e n t i f i e d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a , b o t h i n m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n , 

s c h e m e s . 

1 . L o w l a n d s : P a d d y i s t h e m a i n c r o p c u l t i v a t e d i n l o w l a n d s 

d u r i n g b o t h t h e Maha a n d t h e Y a l a s e a s o n s . 

2 . H o m e s t e a d s % V i l l a g e h o m e s t e a d s a r e g e n e r a l l y u p l a n d s w h i c h 

a r e t e n d e d a s home g a r d e n s . 

3 . H i g h l a n d s 
a n d C h e n a s ; H i g h l a n d s . a r e u n i r r i g a t e d l a n d s . Some h i g h l a n d s 

a v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d i n t o p e r m a n e n t c h e n a s C h e n a s 
a r e p r e p a r e d m a i n l y o u t o f s c r u b j u n g l e p a t c h e s , 
cash'crops a n d f o o d c r o p s s u c h a s g i n g e l l y , chilH .es 

••• a n d m i l i e % a r e c u l t i v a t e d o n these; l a n d s . 

T h e f a r m i n g s y s t e m i n t h e a r e a , t h e r e f o r e , c o u l d b e d e s c r i b e d a s a 

t h r e e f o r l d s y s t e m s P a d d y o n l o w l a n d s , c a s h c r o p s a n d f o o d c r o p s o n 

h i g h l a n d s a n d m i x e d - c r o p s o n h o m e s t e a d s . 

5 . 1 . 1 L o w l a n d s 

T h e t o t a l e s t i m a t e d p a d d y ( l o w l a n d ) c u l t i v a t i o n u n d e r b o t h t h e i c a j o r 

a n d t h e m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s i n t h e a r e a i s a r o u n d 1 1 , 0 1 9 a c r e s . 

R a i n f e d c u l t i v a t i o n a r e a a m o u n t s t o 1 , 1 0 2 a c r e s w h i c h i s a b o u t 

10% o f t h e t o t a l p a d d y e x t e n t . P a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n i s t h e m a i n l i v e l i h o o d 

o f t w o t h i r d o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s . L o w l a n d p a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n d e p e n d s 

b o t h i n t h e maj .o r a n d m i n o r s c h e m e s o n t a n k i r r i g a t i o n ; i n t h e s t u d y 

a r e a . L o w l a n d s c a n b e c u l t i v a t e d m a i n l y w i t h m o n s o o n r a i n s i n t h e 

Maha s e a s o n w i t h o u t r e s o r t i n g t o t a n k i r r i g a t i o n . H o w e v e r , d u r i n g t h e • 

Y a l a s e a s o n ( d r y p e r i o d ) w a t e r i s s c a r c e e v e n f o r d o m e s t i c u s e a n d t h e 

http://chilH.es
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p a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d i s v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t 

a r e g u l a r a s s u r e d w a t e r s u p p l y f r o m i r r i g a t i o n t a n k s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e » 

Y a l a c u l t i v a t i o n i s m o s t l y c o n f i n e d t o m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a n d 

t o • . , l a n d s u n d e r v i l l a g e t a n k s f e d b y t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . 

H o w e v e r , : t h e p r o l o n g e d d r o u g h t i n t w o c o n s e c u t i v e s e a s o n s r p r i o r t o t h e 

s u r v e y r e d u c e d t h e e x t e n t o f c u l t i v a b l e l o w l a n d s t o a min imum i n b o t h 

s c h e m e s . P a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n i n t h e Maha s e a s o n h a d b e e n a f a i l u r e d u e 

t o t h e s c a r a c i t y o f w a t e r a n d m o s t o f l o w l a n d s h a d b e e n v i r t u a l l y l e f t 

f a l l o w . 

5 . 1 . 2 H o m e s t e a d s 

T h e t o t a l e s t i m a t e d h i g h l a n d a r e a u n d e r m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w a s 

1 4 , 1 3 5 a c r e s . H o m e s t e a d a r e l o c a t e d o n r e l a t i v e l y h i g h g r o u n d a d j a c e n t 

t o v i l l a g e t a n k s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . S u c h l a n d s a r e o f t e n t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t a r e a s o f p u r a n a v i l l a g e s . I n o l d c o l o n i z a t i o n 

s c h e m e s , s u c h a s S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a , h o m e s t e a d s a r e l o c a t e d o n b o t h s i d e s , 

a l o n g t h e i r r i g a t i o n c h a n n e l . H o m e s t e a d s f c r m a ' c l u s t e r ' c n h i g h g r o u n d 

i n t h e v i l l a g e s o f M a h a w e l i r H ' s y s t e m . S y s t e m a t i c c u l t i v a t i o n o f . j 

s e a s o n a l c r o p s o n h o m e s t e a d s w a s n o t o b s e r v e d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . H o w e v e r , 

c o c o n u t , j a k a n d l i m e a r e t h e m a i n t r e e - c r o p s f o u n d i n h o m e s t e a d s 

a s w e l l a s o n h i g h l a n d s , ( s e e T a b l e 5 . 1 ) . t ^ | i n c e t h e r e w a s a 

q u a l i t a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n h o m e s t e a d s / i n t w o t y p e s o f s c h e m e s , 

i t w a s p o s s i b l e t o m a k e a n a c c u r a t e e s t i m a t i o n o f t h e e x t e n t o f e a c h 

c r o p i n h o m e s t e a d s . T h e h o m e s t e a d s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w e r e 

s p a r s e l y c u l t i v a t e d a n d n o n - i r r i g a b l e . H o w e v e r , s o m e h o m e s t e a d s i n n 

m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w e r e i r r i g a b l e a n d t h e r e f o r e t h o s e w e r e 

c u l t i v a t e d w i t h v a r i e t i e s o f c r o p s s u i t e d t o h i g h l a n d s . 
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T a b l e ( 5 . 1 ) C r o p V a r i e t i e s F o u n d i n H o m e s t e a d s 

N = 1 5 4 N = 1 3 6 N = 290 

C r o p 
V a r i e t y 

M a j o r , I r r i g a t i o n 
S c h e m e s 

M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n 
S c h e m e s 

B o t h S c h e m e s 

r.. Nbvfreporting % N o . r e p o r t i n g % No r e p o r t i n g % 

C o c o n u t 120 78 85 63 205 7 1 

J a k f r u i t 7 2 4 7 18 1 3 90 31 

Mango 5 9 38 19 14 7 8 27 

B a n a n a 3 0 09 05 04 3 5 1 2 

C a s h e w \2 • 08 05 : 04 17 , 06 

O r a n g e r,, 09 06 : 03 02 1 2 04 

L i m e 0 5 03 02 01 07~: 02 

M a n i o c 03 0 2 . 02 01 05 02 

5 . 1 . 3 . H i g h l a n d s 

T h e e s t i m a t e d e x t e n t Of c h e n a a n d h i g h l a n d s i n t h e a r e a i s o v e r 2 5 , 0 0 0 

a c r e s . C h e n a c u l t i v a t i o n i s u s u a l l y c a r r i e d o u t o n r e l a t i v e l y f l a t , 

u n i r r i g a b l e u p l a n d s w h i c h w e r e m o s t l y s c r u b j u n g l e p a t c h e s i n t h e 

v i c i n i t y o f v i l l a g e s . Two t y p e s o f c h e n a c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e a r e a , 

n a m e l y t h e ' M a h a c h e n a ' w h i c h i s c u l t i v a t e d w i t h a v a r i e t y o f c a s h 

c r o p s a n d f o o d c r o p s , s u c h a s K u r a k k a n , m i l l e t s , , m a i z e , . S o r g h u m , c h i l l i e s , 

m u s t a r d a n d v e g e t a b l e s ; The . c u l t i v a t i o n o f g r e e n g r a m , c o w p e a a n d 

c h i l l i e s ' h a s b e e n g i v e n p r i o r i t y i n r e c e n t y e a r s b e c a u s e o f t h e i r 

demand i n t h e m a r k e t a n d t h e h i g h p r i c e s t h e s e c r o p s ? f e t c h e d . T h e 

' Y a l a c h e n a ' i s m a i n l y p l a n t e d w i t h g i n g e l l y a n d c o w p e a . C h e n a h a s 

b e e n a i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e e c o n o m y o f p u r a n a v i l l a g e s a s i t p r o v i d e d 

t h e h o u s e h o l d n o t o n l y w i t h f o o d a n d b u t a l s o c a s h i n c o m e f o r i t s 

s u s t e n a n c e . When p a d d y c r o p s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s o f t e n f a i l s 

many h o u s e h o l d s d e p e n d e d o h c h e n a c u l t i v a t i o n f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 



46 

T h e d r o u g h t p r e v a i l e d r e c e n t l y i n t h e a r e a l e d f a r m e r s t o g i v e 

p r i o r i t y t o t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f c h e n a s , w h i c h d e m a n d e d l e s s w a t e r . 

T h e H o u s e h o l d s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i d f e t s c h e m e s who c u l t i v a t e d c h e n a s 

i n t h e Y a l a a n d t h e Maha s e a s o n s w e r e 64 p e r c e n t a n d 66 p e r c e n t 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n m a j o r s c h e m e s t h e p e r c e n t a g e s o f f a r m e r s 

r e p o r t e d t o h a v e c u l t i v a t e d c h e n a s x?ere 19 p e r c e n t a n d 24 p e r c e n t 

f o r t h e Y a l a a n d t h e Maha s e a s o n s r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e l o w p e r c e n t a g e s 

r e c o r d e d i n t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s c o u l d b e a t t r i b u t e d t o 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r . ; 

S y s t e m o f C u l t i v a t i o n 

T a b l e 5 . 2 i n d i c a t e s t h a t f a r m e r s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a s h o w e d a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r c h e n a s a n d h i g h l a n d s d u r i n g b o t h Y a l a 

a n d Maha s e a s o n s . D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n o f f a r m i n g a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g 

t h e Y a l a s e a s o n w a s v i r t u a l l y n o n - e x i s t e n t a n d o n l y 1 0 p e r c e n t o f 

f a r m e i n b o t h t y p e s o f i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s h a v e a d o p t e d d i v e r s i f i e d 

s y s t e m s o f c u l t i v a t i o n . H o w e v e r , 3 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e f a r m e r s h a d 

d i v e r s i f i e d t h e i r c u l t i v a t i o n d u r i n g t h e Maha s e a s o n . D u r i n g t he" p e r i o d 

t h e s u r v e y , w a s c o n d u c t e d t h e s t u d y ^ a r e a h a d b e e n a f f e c t e d b y a . 

p r o l o n g e d d r o u g h t , a n d i t w a s s a i d ^ e t h e w b t s t a f f e c t e d c u l t i v a t i o n 

s e a s o n f o r l o w l a n d c u l t i v a t i o n i n t h a t a r e a f o r many y e a r s . T h i s - , 

e x p l a i n s w h y ;j ::> : - r f a r m e r s w e r e m o r e k e e n t o c u l t i v a t e ; ; . 

c h e n a s a n d h i g h l a n d s t h a n l o w l a n d s , a s s h o w n i n T a b l e 5 . 2 . 

I n t h e Y a l a s e a s o n d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d u n d e r r e v i e w o n l y 8 p e r c e n t , o f 

f a r m e r s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e c u l t i v a t e d l o w l a n d s 

a l o n g w i t h t h e i r c h e n a s o r h i g h l a n d s . H o w e v e r , t h i s f i g u r e g o e s up 

t o 56% i n t h e Maha s e a s o n . T h u s , i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y 

o f i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r d e t e r m i n e s t h e f a r m i n g s y s t e m i n a g i v e n 

c u l t i v a t i o n s e a s o n . D u r i n g t h e Maha s e a s o n , f a r m i n g s y s t e m i s m a i n l y 

c e n t r e d o n t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f l o w l a n d s . F o r e x a m p l e , 60% p e r c e n t 

o f h o u s e h o l d s i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s c u l t i v a t e d t h e i r p a d d y l a n d s 

i n t h e Maha s e a s o n . When w a t e r w a s s c a r c e i n t h e Y a l a s e a s o n , o n l y 

48 p e r c e n t h o u s e h o l d s . . . c u l t i v a t e d t h e i r p a d d y l a n d s . 
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Table (5.2) Classification of Farms by Average 

; 1902 Yala Season 
Type of Farms reporting Average Extent Farms reporting Average Extent 

% per farm repor- % per farm 
Farm * ting acres reporting acres 

Major Minor Both Major Minor Both Major Minor Both Major Minor Both 

Lowland only 41 21 : 1.48 - 1.51 50 11 31 2.1-7, 1.9 2.15 
Highland Only + 35 30 32 0.69 1.56 1,11 15 12 14 1.41 1.14 1.26 
Chena Only 15 58 37 1.90 1.58 1.66 17 23 20 1.73 1.63 1.68 
Lowland + :• 
Highland 05 06 05 2.22 2.72 2.52 11 11 11 2.94 4.15 3.51 

Lowland 
Chena + - 02 01 -- 3.95 3.95 02 27 14 3.46 4.67 4.60 

Chena 
Highland 02 04 03 2.97 2.47 2.61 04 09 06 2.84 2.92 2.89 

Lowland . 
Highland ; , ; 

Chena* 02 _ 01 6.94 - 6194 01 07 04 2.72 6.42 5.98 

100 100 100 100 iod 100 

* Highlands includes homesteads. 

5.3 The Role of Irrigation in Lowland Cultivation 

According to the survey data, the lowland annual cropping output in 
major and minor irrigation schemes were 94 and 47 respectively. The 
main reason for the non-cultivation of the entire extent of a lowland 
allotment in major schemes is attributed to inadequate supply of 
irrigation water. Farms, in major as well as minor irrigation schemes, 
which confront irrigation problems were often found to be located in 
the tail-end of the irrigation channels. The main reason for fallow 
lowlands was insufficient supply of water. In major irrigation schemes, 

Farm Size and Season 
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up 
some o f t h e p r o b l e m s r e l a t e d t o i r r i g a t i o n c r o p / d u e t o b a s i c d e f e c t s 

i n t h e c o n v e y a n c e s y s t e m s o r i l l e g a l ^ t a p p i n g o f w a t e r b y f a r m e r s i n t h e 
p o o r m a i n t e n a n c e o f c h a n n e l s 

t o p - e n d . M o r e o v e r , m b o t h t y p e s o f s c h e m e s . / U n a v a i l i b i l i t y o f a d e q u a t e 
w a s q u i t e e v i d e n t a t t h e t i m e o f t h e s u r v e y . 

w a t e r i n v i l l a g e t a n k s i n t h e m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s r e s u l t e d f r o m 

s e v e r a l f a c t o r s s u c h a s s i l t a t i o n o f t a n k b e d s , b r e a c h e s i n t h e t a n k 

b u n d s a n d f a i l u r e s o f r a i n f a l l . Some f a r m e r s o f U s g a l a s i y a m b l a n g a m u w a 

h a d e x p e r i e n c e d s e v e r e c r o p l o s s e s i n t w o c o n s e c u t i v e s e a s o n s d u e , t o 

n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y o f w a t e r f o r c u l t i v a t i o n . T h e p a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n , 

i n b o t h m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , t h e r e f o r e , h e a v i l y d e p e n d 

o n t i m e l y a r r i v a l o f m o n s o o n r a i n s i n t h e Maha s e a s o n . H o w e v e r , p a d d y 

c u l t i v a t i o n d u r i n g t h e Maha s e a s o n i s s o m e w h a t a s s u r e d i n t h e v i l l a g e s 

p a r t i c u l a r l y , i n t h o s e v i l l a g e s , t h a t - c o m e u n d e r t h e M a h a w e l i S c h e m e . 

E v e n i n t h i s a r e a , f a r m e r s p r e f e r c a s h c r o p s t o p a d d y i n t h e Y a l a s e a s o n 

a s t h e f o r m e r i s m o r e p r o f i t a b l e a n d n e e d s r e l a t i v e l y l e s s a m o u n t o f 

i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r . T h e e x c e s s i v e w a t e r c o n s u m p t i o n i n r e d d i s h b r o w n 

e a r t h h a s p r o m o t e d t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f c a s h c r o p s ? o n l o w l a n d s d u r i n g 

t h e Y a l a s e a s o n i n t h e M a h a w e l i a r e a . 

P a t t e r n s o f L a n d O w n e r s h i p 

T h e p a t t e r n o f l a n d o w n e r s h i p i n t h e s t u d y a r e a c a n b e c l a s s i f i e d i n t o 

t h r e e b r o a d c a t e g o r i e s : 

a ) P u r a n a v i l l a g e s : w h e r e l a n d i s h e l d b o t h b y i n d i v i d u a l s 

a n d f a m i l i e s . Q u i t e o f t e n o w n e r s o f l a n d p a r c e l s d o n o t 

r e g i s t e r t h e i r l a n d s a t t h e S e c r e t a r i a t a n d e n j o y t h e m 

a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c u s t o m a r y l a w s 

b ) S t a t e a l l o t m e n t s d i s t r i b u t e d u n d e r i r r i g a t i o n - i n i t i a t e d 

l a r g e i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s : T h e s e l a n d s a r e c o m m o n l y k n o w n 

a s LDO l a n d s a f t e r t h e L a n d D e v e l o p m e n t O r d i n a n c e o f 1 9 3 5 

w h i c h g i v e s a u t h o r i t y t o s u c h d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s t a t e l a n d s 
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c ) E n c r o a c h m e n t s ; On s t a t e l a n d s i n t h e p e r i p h e r y o f p u r a n a 

v i l l a g e s a n d i n ' r e s e r v a t i o n s ' o f m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . 

T h e m o s t p r o m i n e n t t y p e o f l a n d t e n u r e i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i s s t a t e 

a l l o t m e n t s w h i c h c o v e r 93% o f l o w l a n d a n d h o m e g a r d e n s i n m a j o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m s . 

I n t r a d i t i o n a l r a i n f e d v i l l a g e s a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , o n e 

c o u l d f i n d t h e f i r s t c a t e g o r y o f l a n d o w n e r s h i p . p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p 

t a k e s t w o fo rmsJ s i n g l e - o w n e r s h i p a n d j o i n t - o w n e r s h i p . I n t h e c a s e 

o f j o i n t - o w n e r s h i p , t w o o r m o r e p e r s o n s c l a i m t h e o w n e r s h i p f o r a s i n g l e 

p i e c e o f l a n d a n d o p e r a t e i t j o i n t l y o r a n r o t a t i o n b a s i s . I n m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , 16 p e r c e n t o f t h e l o w l a n d s , 43 p e r c e n t o f t h e 

h i g h l a n d a n d 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e h o m e g a r d e n s a r e j o i n t l y o w n e d , 

w h e r e a s i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s o n l y 4 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e h i g h l a n d s 

a r e j o i n t l y o w n e d . 

E n c r o a c h m e n t o n C r o w n l a n d i s t h e t h i r d f o r m o f l a n d t e n u r e . 

I n c i d e n c e o f e n c r o a c h m e n t i s h i g h e r i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s 

t h a n i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A s s e e n i n T a b l e 5 . 3 , 39 p e r c e n t 

o f t h e h o u s e h o l d i n m i n o r s c h e m e s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e i r d w e l l i n g 

u n i t s a r e l o c a t e d o n e n c r o a c h e d l a n d s . T h e s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n o f 

h o u s e h o l d s t e n d t o e n c r o a c h C r o w n l a n d i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e i r 

o r i g i n a l v i l l a g e s . 



T a b l e ( 5 . 3 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f L a n d A r e a 

F o r m o f 

T e n u r e 

Low L a n d s ' 

M a j o r M i n o r , . 
H i g h L a n d s : y J 

M a j o r M i n o r Maj 
H o m e s t e a d s 
c r. M i n o r 

E x . 
% 

H . H . 
1 

E x . 
or 
/a 

H . H . 
cr 

:' i. 

E x . H . H . 
cr 

E x . 

% 
H . H . 
or 
h 

E x 
C7 

h 

H.H 
cr 
/> 

E x H.H 
% % 

S i n g l y o w n e d 03 04 69 58 _ » 4 3 5 2 03 03 44 44 

J o i n t l y Owned - = 1 6 20 43 3 3 36 17 - 08 1 3 

L . D . O 93 89 j 04 . 57 - 67 - - 95 94 09 08 

A l l o t m e n t 
E n c r o a c h m e n t OA 07 1 5 18 - - 21 31 02 03 39 3 5 

T o t a l : 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1 0 0 

A b b r e v i a t i o n s ? E x . = E x t e n t M a j o r = M a j o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e t 

H . H . = H o u s e h o l d s M i n o r = M i n o r I r r i g a t i o n S c h e m e 

arid H o u s e h o l d s c l a s s i f i e d A c c o r d i n g - t o F o r m o f T e n u r e 

a n d T y p e s o f L a n d 
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CHAPTER 6 

FARM P R A C T I C E S j CRdPPING'EATTERNS AND OUTPUT 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r a n a t t e m p t i s made t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p r e s e n t - d a y 

c r o p h u s b a n d a r y p r a c t i c e s a s , , w e l l a s t h e l e v e l s o f o u t p u t , . C r o p p i n g 

p r a c t i c e s w i t h r e g a r d t o p a d d y a n d c a s h c r o p s a r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s 

c h a p t e r o n l y f o r m i n o r a n d m a j o r s c h e m e s . 

6 . 1 C u l t i v a t i o n o f P a d d y 

A s d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r , p a d d y f a r m i n g i n l o w l a n d a l l o t m e n t s i s d o n e 

m a i n l y i n t h e Maha s e a s o n . I n t h e Y a l a s e a s o n , l o w l a n d a l l o t m e n t s 

i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s r e m a i n v i r t u a l l y f a l l o w a n d s e r v e a s 

g r a z i n g g r o u n d s f o r c a t t l e . H o w e v e r , p a d d y a n d o t h e r c a s h c r o p s a r e 

c u l t i v a t e d i n t h e Y a l a s e a s o n i n a f e w v i l l a g e s i n , m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s . 

6 . 2 U s e o f F a r m P o w e r 

L a n d p r e p a r a t i o n a n d t h r e s h i n g o f p a d d y a r e t h e m a j o r a g r i c u l t u r a l 

o p e r a t i o n s t h a t demand f a r m p o w e r . A s s h o w n i n T a b l e 6 . 1 b u f f a l o e s a r e 

t h e p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e o f f a r m p o w e r u s e d i n p a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n i n b o t h 

t y p e s o f s c h e m e s . 

T a b l e ( 6 . 1 ) T y p e s o f F a r m P o w e r u s e d d u r i n g 

1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha s e a s o n ( p e r c e n t a g e o f f a r m e r s 

T y p e s o f L a n d P r e p a r a t i o n T h r e s h i n g 

p o w e r Maj o r 
S c h e m e s 

M i n o r 
S c h e m e s 

M a j o r 
S c h e m e s 

M i n o r 
S c h e m e s 

B u f f a l o e s 5 3 80 05 5 6 

2 w h e e l t r a c t o r s 29 11 1 2 03 

4 w h e e l t r a c t o r s 18 09 83 4 1 

100 100 100 100 
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T r a c t o r s a r e u s e d i n m a j o r s c h e m e s f o r s e v e r a l r e a s o n s . F i r s t , 

i s s u i n g o f w a t e r i n m a j o r s c h e m e g i s d o n e a c c o r d i n g t o a t i g h t 

c u l t i v a t i o n s c h e d u l e . T h e r e f o r e , t o u t i l i z e w a t e r p r o p e r l y , i t i s 

a n e c e s s i t y f o r f a r m e r s . t o h i r e t r a c t o r s t o c o m p l e t e l a n d 

p r e p a r a t i o n e t c . i n t i m e . S e c o n d l y , t h e n u m b e r o f b u f f a l o e s 

a v a i l a b l e i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s i s g r e a t l y r e s t r i c t e d d u e t o 

l a c k o f s u f f i c i e n t g r a z i n g g r o u n d s . H o w e v e r , a d e q u a t e n u m b e r o f 

t r a c t o r s , s p e c i a l l y t h e t w o w h e e l m a c h i n e s , w e r e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e 

s t u d y a r e a , T h e h i r i n g r a t e f o r t w o p l o u g h i n g s g e n e r a l l y r a n g e d | r o m 

R s . 300 t o 3 6 0 p e r a c r e d u r i n g 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha s e a s o n . F o r t h r e s h i n g , 

t h e r a t e r a n g e d f r o m R s . 100 t o 1 5 0 p e r a c r e . T h e h i r i n g r a t e f o r 

b u f f a l o e s w a s a r o u n d R s . 60 p e r p a i r a d a y . G e n e r a l l y , p a y m e n t s 

f o r h i r i n g f a r m p o w e r w e r e m a d e i n c a s h r a t h e r t h a n i n k i n d . 

V a r i e t i e s o f P a d d y C u l t i v a t e d 

T h e p a d d y v a r i e t i e s c u l t i v a t e d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a : ( i ) n e w h i g h 

y i e l d i n g v a r i e t i e s t h a t w e r e d e v e l o p e d a t B a t a l a g o d a R i c e R e s e a r c h 

S t a t i o n , a n d ( i i ) a n o l d , i m p r o v e d v a r i e t y - H . . N o n e o f t h e ^ 
' ' . 4 - ;•, f : « o f p a d d y . 

s a m p l e - f a r m e r s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e u s e d t r a d i t i o n a l v a r i e t i e s / T h e 

m o s t p o p u l a r v a r i e t i e s c u l t i v a t e d d u r i n g t h e Maha 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 w e r e 

BG 3 4 - 8 , BG 2 7 6 - 5 , BG 1 1 - 1 1 a n d m i x t u r e s o f n e w i m p r o v e d v a r i e t i e s . 

I n t h e u s e o f d i f f e r e n t v a r i e t i e s o f p a d d y , n o d i f f e r e n c e w a s 

e v i d e n t b e t w e e n t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s f o r f a r m e r s o f b o t h t y p e s o f s c h e m e s b a d s i m i l a r 

e x t e n s i o n f a c i l i t i e s a n d a c c e s s t o d i s t r i b u t i o n o u t l e t s o f s e e d 

p a d d y i n t h e a r e a . 

A s i n d i c a t e d i n T a b l e 6 . 2 7 0 a n d 5 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e f a r m e r s i n m a j o r 

a n d m i n o r s c h e m e s r e s p e c t i v e l y h a v e s e l e c t e d BG 3 4 - 8 . T h e m a j o r i t y o f 

t h e f a r m e r s h a v e r e s o r t e d t o t h e s e l e c t i o f t o f s h o r t - a g e d v a r i e t i e s i n 

o r d e r : t o m i n i m i z e t h e r i s k o f c r o p d a m a g e f o r w a n t o f w a t e r . T h e 

p o p u l a r i t y o f H^ v a r i e t y among some f a r m e r s c o u l d b e a t t r i b u t e d t o 

i t s s u c c e s s t o u n d e r w a t e r r e s i s t e n t q u a l i t i e s a n d a l o w l e v e l o f c r o p 

m a n a g e m e n t . 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 2 ) A d o p t i o n o f P a d d y V a r i e t i e s , D u r i n g 

—-—•j.ur.1.'--'1 • 
V a r i e t y r C r o p d u r a t i o n 

( m o n t h s ) 
M i n e r 

E x t e n t 

S c h e m e s 
% 
N o . o f 
f a r m e r s 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 
% % 

E x t e n t N o . o f 
f a r m e r s 

>"!<• 
C, f 

New I m p r o v e d 
21 BG 2 7 6 - 5 -•3 25 28 2 2 21 

BG 34 - 8 J2 56 58 63 7 0 

BG 400 - 1 4 - 4 1 04 03 02 02 

BG 11 - . 1 1 - d o - 07 04 03 02 

O l d I m p r o v e d 

H 4 
- d o - 02 02 01 01 

M i x t u r e n f n e w 
i m p r o v e d 

BG 34-^8 , BG 2 7 6 - 5 
BG 4 0 0 - 1 , BG 1 1 - 1 1 — 06 05 . 09 04 

• ••>•: 100 . 1 0 0 100 100 

6 . 4 M e t h o d s o f P l a n t i n g 

T h e m o s t p o p u l a r m e t h o d o f p l a n t i n g i s s o w i n g o f g e r m i n a t e d s e e d s o n 

w e t s o i l . A r o u n d 84 p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s i n t h e 8 2 / 8 3 Maha i n m a j o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s h a d c u l t i v a t e d t h e i r p a d d y f i e l d s b y s o w i n g s e e d s . 

T h i s e s t i m a t e c o m p a r e s w i t h o n l y 7 2 p e r c e n t i n t h e m i n o r s c h e m e s 

( s e e T a b l e 6 . 3 ) . T r a n s p l a n t i n g h a d b e e n u n d e r t a k e n o n a l i m i t e d s c a l e 

i n b o t h t y p e s o f s e t t l e m e n t s c h e m e s i 

T r a n s p l a n t i n g h a s p a r t i c u l a r l y b e e n a d o p t e d i n a r e a s w h e r e a c c e s s t o 

w a t e r i s r e l a t i v e l y b e t t e r . T w e l v e p e r c e n t o f t h e p a d d y f i e l d s i n 

m i n o r ; i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e a n d f o l l o w e d t h e t e c h n i q u e o f d r y s o w i n g . D r y 

s o w i n g i s t h e s o w i n g o f u n g e r n i n a t e d s e e d p a d d y u n d e r d r y c o n d i t i o n s . 

1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha- S e a s o n 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 3 ) P l a n t i n g M e t h o d s A d o p t e d b y E x t e n t , , 

M i n o r S c h e m e •<> 
% 7, 

E x t e n t F a r m e r s 

M a j o r S c h e m e 
% , % 

E x t e n t F a r m e r s 

S o w i n g 

Mud 78 7 2 88 84 

: D r y 1 2 08 02 03 

T r a n s p l a n t i n g 08 11 06 08 

T r a n s p l a n t i n g a n d 

S o w i n g 02 09 04 05 

100 100 100 100 

A f t e r s o w i n g , d r y s e e d - b e d s a r e n o r m a l l y c o v e r e d w i t h , a l a y e r o f s o i l 

i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t f o r m e r b e i n g e a t e n u p b y p e s t s a n d b i r d s . ' D r y 

s o w i n g i s m a i n l y p r a c t i s e d i n r a i n f e d a r e a s a n d i n a r e a s w h e r e s u p p l y o f 
is , - • 

i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r / h o t s u f f i c i e n t . T h o u g h t h e d r y s o w i n g r e q u i r e s 

l e s s w a t e r f o r l a n d p r e p a r a t i o n , r e l a t i v e l y a s m a l l e r p e r c e n t a g e . o f 

t h e f a r m e r s h a v e a d o p t e d t h i s t e c h n i q u e . T h e r e l u c t a n c e o n t h e p a r t o f 

t h e f a r m e r s f o r d r y s o w i n g i s m a i n l y d u e t o t h e e x t r e m e l y h e a v y 

w e e d g r o w t h i n t h e f i e l d t h a t w e r e p r e p a r e d u n d e r d r y c o n d i t i o n s , a n d 

c o n t r o l l i n g w e e d i s p r o v e d t o b e q u i t e c o s t l y . 

P a t t e r n o f L a b o u r U s e ' 

T h e t o t a l l a b o u r i n p u t s a p p l i e d p e r a c r e a m o u n t t o 4 3 . 3 a n d 5 8 . 2 

m a n - d a y s i n m i n o r a n d m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s r e s p e c t i v e l y ( s e e i 

T a b l e 6 . 4 ) . T h e h i g h e r l a b o u r i n p u t r e c o r d e d i n ' t h e m i n o r s c h e m e i s d u e 

t o s e v e r a l r e a s o n s . T h e s y s t e m o f p a d d y c u l t i v a t i o n i n t h e a r e a i s 

l a b o u r i n t e n s i v e . U s e o f l a b o u r - r e p l a c i n g i n p u t s , s u c h a s t r a c t o r s , i 
f o r l a n d p r e p a r a t i o n a n d t h r e s h i n g i s r e l a t i v e l y l o w i n t h e m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . F o r l a n d p r e p a r a t i o n a n d t h r e s h i n g , b u f f a l o e s h a v e 

b e e n e x t e n s i v e l y u s e d ; a n d t h e s e g e n e r a t e a c o n s i d e r a b l e demand f o r 

l a b o u r . 

' a n d b y S a m p l e F a n n e r a 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 4 ) U s e o f L a b o u r i n P a d d y C u l t i v a t i o n Man d a y s 

- • •• . 

F a m i l y 
L a b o u r 

H i r e d 
Labour . ' 

E x c h a n g e 
L a b o u r 

T o t a l 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 2 2 . 6 1 6 . 5 4 . 2 4 3 . 3 

M i n o r S c h e m e s 3 4 . 6 11 .8 1 1 . 8 5 8 . 2 

T h e l a b o u r u t i l i z a t i o n d a t a i n d i c a t e s a h i g h T p r o p o r t i O n o f f a m i l y 

l a b o u r i n p u t s i n m i n o r s c h e m e s a s c o m p a r e d t o m a j o r s c h e m e s . T h i s 

c o u l d m a i n l y b e a t t r i b u t e d t o ( i ) l a r g e f a m i l y s i z e a n d ( i i ) r e l a t i v e l y 

s m a l l f a r m - h o l d i n g s i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A p p l i c a t i o n o f 

e x c h a n g e l a b o u r i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s a p p e a r s t o b e v e r y l o w . 

A s t r a d i t i o n a l f a m i l y t i e s a r e v e r y s t r o n g i n p u r a n a v i l l a g e s , 

e x c h a n g e l a b o u r c o n s t i t u t e s a m a j o r c o m p o n e n t i n t h e t o t a l l a b o u r 

i n p u t i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . H o w e v e r , t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f 

l a b o u r i n p u t r e v e a l s a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f h i r e d l a b o u r i n , b o t h 

m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . R e l a t i v e l y l a r g e r h o l d i n g s 

a n d i m p r o v e d c r o p m a n a g e m e n t i n m a j o r s c h e m e s make a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

demand f o r h i r e d l a b o u r . T h e n e e d f o r h i r e d l a b o u r a l s o t e n d s t o 

r i s e w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e d u s e o f m a c h i n e r y a n d o t h e r a g r i c u l t u r a l 

a p p l i a n c e s s u c h a s s p r a y e r s , w e e d e r s e t c . H i r e d l a b o u r i s e q u a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , a m o u n t i n g . 20 p e r c e n t o f t h e 

t o t a l l a b o u r i n p u t s . A n o p e r a t i o n - w i s e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f l a b o u r u s e 

i s p r e s e n t e d i n T a b l e 6 . 5 . L a b o u r a p p l i c a t i o n o n a n o p e r a t i o n a l 

b a s i s i n d i c a t e s t w o c l e a r - c u t p e a k s d u r i n g l a n d p r e p a r a t i o n a n d 

h a r v e s t i n g . O v e r 60 p e r c e n t o f . t h e t o t a l i n p u t o f l a b o u r h a d 

b e e n u s e d f o r t h o s e t w o o p e r a t i o n s a l o n e . T h e h i g h e s t l a b o u r 

i n p u t w a s r e q u i r e d f o r h a r v e s t i n g a s i t h a s t o b e c o m p l e t e d w i t h i n , 

a v e r y s h o r t p e r i o d o f t i m e . 

T ; p e r : A c r e 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha S e a s o n 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 5 ) O p e r a t i o n - w i s e D i s t r i b u t i o n o f L a b o u r I n p u t s 

i n Baddy C u l t i v a t i o n ( n a n d a y s p e r a c r e ) - * % 

F 
M a j o r S c h e m e s 

H E" T o t a l F 
M i n o r 

H 
S c h e m e s 

E T o t a l 

L a n d P r e p a r a t i o n 7 . 2 4 . 8 1 . 4 1 3 . 4 1 2 . 7 3 . 7 2 . 0 1 8 , 4 _ 

S o w i n g / P l a n t i n g 3 . 1 2 . 1 0 . 8 , 6 . 0 >... 4 . 8 ' 2 . 3 3 . 7 . 1 0 . 8 . 

C r o p C a r e 4 . 2 2 . 9 - 7 . 1 7 . 2 - ' 2 . 4 9 . 6 

H a r v e s t i n g - 8 . 1 6 . 7 2 . 0 - 1 1 6 . 8 9 . 9 5 . 8 3 , 7 1 9 . 4 

T o t a l 2 2 . 6 1 6 . 5 4 . 2 4 3 . 3 3 4 . 6 1 1 . 8 1 1 . 8 5 8 . 2 

F - F a m i l y L a b o u r K — H i r e d L a b o u r E - E x c h a n g e L a b o u r 

T h e d a i l y w a g e s p a i d f o r h i r e d l a b o u r a t t h e t i m e o f s u r v e y d o n o t 

i n d i c a t e a n y n o t a b l e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s c h e m e s . T h e n o r m a l 

d a i l y w a g e p a y m e n t r a n g e d b e t w e e n R s . 1 5 - 2 5 f o r a m a n , R s . 1 2 - 2 0 f o r 

a woman a n d R s . 8 - 1 2 f o r f o r a c h i l d , e x c l u d i n g t h e m e a l c o s t . 

I f t h e m e a l s w e r e p r o v i d e d , t h e p r a c t i c e h a s b e e n t o d e d u c t R s . 5 f r o m 

t h e d a i l y w a g e s , 

6 . 6 A p p l i c a t i o n ' ' o f F e r t i l i z e r 

T h r e e t y p e s o f f e r t i l i z e r r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g r i c u l t u r e h a v e b e e n u s e d b y t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e f a r m e r s i n 

m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s d u r i n g Maha s e a s o n u n d e r r e f e r e n c e . 

T h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f f e r t i l i z e r i n m a j o r s c h e m e s a n d m i n o r s c h e m e s , 

a m o u n t e d t o 90 p e r c e n t a n d 66 p e r e e n t i r e s p e c t i v e l y ; o f t h e t o t a l 

a r e a u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n . 

« 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 6 ) L e v e l s o f F e r t i l i z e r A p p l i c a t i o n D u r i n g 

P e r c e n t a g e o f t h e E x t e n t F e r t i l i Q u a n t i t y a p p l i e d 
F a r m e r s a p p l i e d - z e d a s a. % o f ( p o u n d s p e r a c r e ) 
f e r t i l i z e r t o t a l c u l t i v a t e d 

a r e a U r e a TDM V I 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 88 90 100 88 60 

M i n o r S c h e m e s 6 3 66 89 67 4 4 

T h e T h e a c t u a l a m o u n t s o f a l l t h r e e t y p e s o f f e r t i l i z e r a p p l i e d i n b o t h 

a r e a s w e r e l e s s t h a n t h e r e c o m m e n d e d q u a n t i t i e s . I n g e n e r a l , 

f e r t i l i z e r i s u s e d m o r e i n t h e m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s t h a n i n 

m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . T h i s i s p e r h a p s d u e t o b e t t e r 

i r r i g a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . T h e l a c k o f 

a s s u r e d w a t e r s u p p l y c o u p l e d w i t h l o w f a m i l y i n c o m e h a v e p r e v e n t e d 

f a r m e r s i n m i n o r s c h e m e s f r o m u s i n g " l e s s f e r t i l i z e r t h a n t h e i r 

c o u n t e r p a r t s i n m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . 

6 . 7 Meed C o n t r o l 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f s a m p l e f a r m e r s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e y h a d a d o p t e d some 

f o r m o f w e e d c o n t r o l i n t h e Maha s e a s o n . W e e d s a r e c o n t r o l l e d w i t h 

c h e m i c a l w e e d i c i d e s o r t h r o u g h m a n u a l w e e d i n g o r b y b o t h m e t h o d s . 

D u r i n g t h e s e a s o n u n d e r r e f e r e n c e , 96% and 84% o f t h e t o t a l c u l t i v a t e d 

a r e a i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s and m a j o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s 

r e s p e c t i v e l y w e r e w e d d e d b y t h e f a r m e r s ( s e e T a b l e 6 . 7 ) . 

T a b l e ( 6 . 7 ) M e t h o d s o f Weed C o n t r o l a n d t h e E x t e n t W e e d e d 

d u r i n g 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha s e a s o n 

E x t e n t w e e d e d a s 
a % o f t o t a l c u l ­
t i v a t e d a r e a 

M a n u a l 
W e e d i n g 

% 

C h e m i c a l 
W e e d i n g 

% 

B o t h 
M e t h o d s 

%• 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 84 06 67 27 

M i n o r S c h e m e s 96 24 4 2 34 

Maha 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 
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A s i n d i c a t e d a b o v e , t h e U s e o f c h e m i c a l w e e d i c i d e w a s w i d e l y p r a c t i s e d 

i n b o t h t y p e s o f i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . A r o u n d 67 p e r c e n t and 42 p e r 

c e n t o f t h e w e e d e d a c r e a g e h a d d e p e n d e d e n t i r e l y o n c h e m i c a l w e e d i c i d e 

i n m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s r e s p e c t i v e l y . M a n u a l w e e d i n g 

| 1 " ! h a s b e e r i 1 ' w i d e l y p r a c t i s e d i n t h e m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s , w h e r e 24 

p e r c e n t o f c u l t i v a t e d e x t e n t h a d b e e n w e e d e d u s i n g t h i s m e t h o d . 

T h e i n t e n s i v e u s e o f m a n u a l l a b o u r f o r w e e d i n g i n t h e s e s c h e n e s c o u l d 

p a r t l y b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e s u f f i c i e n t s u p p l y o f f a m i l y l a b o u r a n d 

a l s o t o t h e i r a t t e m p t t o c u t d o w n h e a v y e x p e n s e s o n c h e n i c a l w e e d i c i d e s . 

6 . 8 P e s t a n d D i s e a s e C o n t r o l 

O v e r 5 0 p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s i n b o t h m a j o r a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n 

s c h e m e s h a v e e n c o u n t e r e d p e s t p r o b l e m s o r d i s e a s e o u t b r e a k s d u r i n g 

t h e s e a s o n u n d e r s t u d y . F a r m e r s h a v e g i v e n p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e t o 

c o n t r o l p e s t s a n d d i s e a s e s i n o r d e r t o r e d u c e t h e r i s k o f c r o p 

d a m a g e . . T h e n a j o r p e s t s r e p o r t e d b y t h e f a r m e r s w e r e p a d d y b u g a n d 

s t e n b o r e r . T h e n o s t p r e v a l e n t d i s e a s e w a s b r o w n l e a f d i s e a s e . A s 

r e v e a l e d b y t h e s u r v e y d a t a , c h e m i c a l c o n t r o l n e a s u r e s h a v e b e e n 

t a k e n b y a l m o s t a l l f a n n e r s i n a l l s u c h c a s e s , a s a c u r a t i v e 

m e a s u r e . 

6 . 9 P a d d y Y i e l d 

T h e p a d d y y i e l d i n b o t h t y p e s o f i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s c o n s i d e r e d t o 

, b e l o w i n r g e n e r a l . T h e a v e r a g e y i e l d i n t h e n a j o r a n d t h e n i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s c h e n e s i n d i c a t e d a m a r k e d d i f f e r e n c e ; t h e r e s p e c t i v e 

f i g u r e s b e i n g 59 a n d 38 b u s h e l s p e r a c r e . N o n e o f t h e f a r m e r s i n 

n i n o r s c h e n e s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e . y i e l d l e v e l s o v e r 70 b u s h e l s p e r 

a c r e ( s e e T a b l e 6 . 8 ) . 
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Table ( 6 . 8 ) Distribution of Paddy Yield during 8 2 / 8 3 
Maha Season 

Yield % Farmers Reporting 

(bushels/acre) Major Minpr 

/ 20 5 24 

2 1 - 3 0 7 26 

31 - 40 I 1 3 2 

41 - 5 0 14 12 

5 1 - 60 20 04 

61 - 7 0 23 0 2 , 

7 1 - 80 1 2 -
80 8 

Total 100 1 0 0 

The model class is 3 1 - 4 0 bushels per acee for minor irrigation 
schemes. However, there is a wide variation of paddy yield per acre 
with regard to major irrigation schemes. The highest recorded yield 
in major irrigation scheme was 1 3 2 bushels per acre, with a model 
class of 6 1 - 7 0 bushels per acre. Relatively higher paddy output in 
major irrigation schemes could be attributed to the favourable supply 
of water, proper crop management and use of inputs. 

6 . 1 0 Posts and Returns in Paddy Cultivation 

Table 6.9 indicates an overall summary of financial costs and returns 
for paddy cultivation for both types of irrigation schemes. Two 
indicators have been used to evaluate the returns in paddy, such as 
net returns per acre which is calculated by the market value of per 
acre paddy output minus the cost of production including all cash 
and non-cash inputs. The other indicator is gross income minus cost 
of production excluding non-cash inputs. All types i ;of .labour, 
including family and exchange labour, were valued at the prevailing 
wage rates at the time of the survey. Seed paddy has been Valued at 
a uniform rate although some farmers have obtained them from different 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 9 ) C o s t a n d R e t u r n s i n P a d d y ^ C u l t i v a t i o n 

C o s t o f P r o d u c t i o n — M a j o r 
S c h e m e s 

7, o f t o t a l 
c o s t 

M i n o r 
S c h e m e s 

% o f t o t a l 
c o s t 

a . C a s h I n p u t s . 

1 . H i r e d L a b o u r 4 1 2 2 2 . 5 208 1 3 . 5 

2 . S e e d P a d d y 3 6 2 . 0 5 6 3 . 6 

3 . F e r t i l i z e r 1 4 0 7 . 7 92 6 . 0 

4 . W e e d i c i d e s & 
A g r o - c h e m i c a l s 88 4 . 8 42 2 . 7 

5 F a r m p o w e r 

T r a c t o r 2 1 2 1 1 . 6 121 7 . 9 

B u f f a l o e s 42 2 . 3 28 1 . 8 

6 . O t h e r C o s t s 7 2 3 . 9 31 2 . 0 

Sub T o t a l 1 0 0 T 578" 
...... 

b . N o n - C a s h I n p u t s 

7 . L a b o u r i n g F a m i l y 5 6 5 3 0 . 9 6 2 2 4 0 . 4 

E x c h a n g e 105 5 . 7 1 9 2 1 2 . 5 

8 S e e d P a d d y 86 4 . 7 62 4 . 0 

9 B u f f a l o e s 7 2 3 . 9 84 5 . 6 

Sub T o t a l 828 9 6 0 

T o t a l C o s t 1830 1 0 0 . 0 1 5 3 8 1 0 0 . 0 

c . R e t u r n s 

1 . Y i e l d p e r a c r e 5 9 31 

2 . C r o s s I n c o m e 3 6 8 7 • 1 9 3 7 

3 . N e t I n c o m e 
( i n c l u d i n g n o n 

c a s h I n p u t s ) 1 8 5 7 3 9 9 

4 . N e t I n c o m e 
( e x c l u d i n g n o n 
c a s h I n p u t s 2 6 8 5 960 

• 

( i n r u p e e s ) f o r 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha S e a s o n . ^ 



61 

sources. The following observations could be made regarding the 
pattern of costs and returns. Labour is the most important cost 
component in both types of irrigation schemes. In najor schemes, 
it was around 60% of total cost, while in ninor schemes it was about 
66%. The higher intensity of cultivation in najor schemes is shown 
by the higher use of inputs. The higher cost of production has 
been compensated by higher returns per acre in these schemes. Non­
cash component is particularly high in minor schenes and it anounts 
to 60% of the total cost. However, cash inputs such as fertilizer 
and other agro-chemicals constitute only a snail percentage of the 
total cost in these schenes. As seen in the Table 6.9, productivity 
and net returns per acre of paddy were promising only in major 
schenes. 

11' Cultivation of Cash Cr ps on Highlands and Chenas 

The broad pattern of highland and chena cultivation has been 
discussed earlier. In this section, the prevailing cultivation 
practices and return to the cultivation of cash crops are discussed. 
It was observed that permanent tree crops occupy homesteads and 
other highlands. It has also been observed that cash crops such as 
chillies, cowpea and green grans haye been extensively cultivated 

r on homesteads and chena lands in the vicinity of villages. Details 
of cash crops that are grown in chenas and highlands are given in 
Table 6.10. 

Table 6.10 Percentage-wise Distribution of Farmers Cultivated 
Cash Crops in High Lands 

Crop Major Schenes Minor Schenes 

Maria (?) Yala(%) Maha ( 5 0 Yala(%) 

Cowpea 84 76 92 74 

Green Gran 48 73 78 56 

Chillies 22 32 24 45 

Gingelly ~ 12 12 18 

Black gran 11 09 - -
Kurakkan 18 12 19 13 



Cowpea s green grams and chillies are the main crops grown by the 
majority of farmers in both schemes. The prevailing cultivation 
practices on highland,and chena land in respect of cash crops do not 
indicate any notable variation. Almost all the farmers prepare their 
highland plots and chenas with mammoties. Only a>few instances of 
the use of either buffaloes or tractor powerfor land preparation were 
reported. Generally'farmers-did'not use fertilizer in their highland 
and chena cultivations. However when they cultivated chillies • 
they often applied either organic or inorganic manure; Most of the 
sample-farmers weeded their crop manually. Application of insecticides 
was reported by almost all farmers who cultivated cash crops. 
Yellowing of leaves and Leaf Eating Caterpillers were the,main disease 
and the pest encountered by the cowpea growers. Yellowing of leaves 
was also reported by a large number of cultivators of green gram. 
Curling of leaves was the main problem reported by the chillie 
growers. In almost all such cases, farmers used insecticides to 
arrest the spread of diseases. Harvesting and processing of each 
one of these crops were done manually. Excessive labour demand, for 
weeding and harvesting of cash crops was observed in both major and 
minor irrigation schemes. 

The cultivation costs of cowpea, green gram and chillies in the Maha 
season are given in the Table 6.11. The expenses incurred on operations 
such as land preparation, weeding and harvesting appear to be high. In 
minor schemes, costs of cultivation for each crop are relatively less 
when compared to the costs in major schemes. The higher cost of 
production has been compensated by higher returns per each crop in the 
latter. The average selling price of each crop, however, was more 
or less the same in both schemes. 
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T a b l e ( 6 . 1 1 ) C o s t s o f P r o d u c t i o n P e r A c r e A c c o r d i n g 

P r o c e s s 
M a j o r 

C o w p e a 
M i n o r 

G r e e n g r a m 
M a j o r M i n o r 

C h i l l i e s 
Maj o r M i n o r 

L a n d P r e p a r a t i o n 1 5 8 1 7 0 189 201 3 4 0 2 3 0 

S o w i n g / P l a n t i n g 121 106 1 3 0 1 1 2 2 7 1 198 

W e e d i n g 1 2 4 93 86 98 290 2 5 6 

O t h e r C r o p C a r e 282 1 6 8 1 7 8 1 6 5 4 2 0 391 

H a r v e s t i n g 1 2 4 1 4 2 1 6 5 1 7 2 201 2 7 4 

P r o c e s s i n g 28 17 34 26 24 35 . 
O t h e r 1 2 24 48 37 67 48 

T o t a l 849 7 2 0 830 8 1 1 1 6 1 3 1 4 3 2 

Y i e l d p e r a c r e b u . 8 . 2 b u 6 . 4 b u 7 . 3 b u 5 . 1 608 l b s 5 4 0 l b s 

T o t a l I n c o m e 1 3 1 2 1024 2 1 0 2 1 4 6 8 5 4 7 2 4 8 6 0 

N e t R e t u r n s 
p e r a c r e 4 6 3 304 1 2 7 2 6 5 2 3 8 3 9 3 4 2 8 

t o B a c h S t e p i n t h e C u l t i v a t i o n P r o c e s s a n d N e t R e t u r n s 



CHAPTER 7 

INCOME AND HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE 

T h i s c h a p t e r d e a l s w i t h t h e p a t t e r n o f h o u s e h o l d i n c o m e a n d 

e x p e n d i t u r e . T h e m a i n s o u r c e s o f h o u s e h o l d i n c o m e i n t h e s t u d y 

l o c a t i o n s a p p e a r e d t o i b e t w o f o l d : a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l 

i n c o m e . A g r i c u l t u r a l i n c o m e i n c l u d e s g a i n s f r o m p a d d y a n d o t h e r 

c r o p s , o f f - f a r m e m p l o y m e n t a n d a l s o t h e i n c o m e f r o m a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y . 

N o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l i n c o m e s o u r c e s w e r e s a l a r i e d e m p l o y m e n t i n t h e 

p u b l i c s e c t o r , v a r i o u s t y p e s o f s e l f e m p l o y m e n t , e n t e r p r i s e s a n d 

w a g e l a b o u r i n n o n - f a r m s e c t o r . 

7 . 1 I n c o m e f r o m A g r i c u l t u r e 

A s we h a v e n o t e d e a r l i e r , t h e t y p e s o f c r o p g r o w n i n t h e s t u d y a r e a 

i n c l u d e d p a d d y , p e r m a n e n t c r o p s a n d c a s h c r o p s . G r o s s i n c o m e 

r e c e i v e d f r o m p a d d y and v a r i o u s c a s h c r o p a r e g i v e n i n T a b l e 7 . 1 . 

T a b l e 7 . 1 I n c o m e f r o m C u l t i v a t i o n o f C r o p s i n 

Two S e a s o n s 

1 9 8 2 Y a l a 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 Maha 

M a j o r ' S c h e m e s M i n o r S c h e m e s M a j o r S c h e m e s M i n o r S c h e m e s 

% o f •: G r o s s • % o f G r o s s % o f G r o s s % o f G r o s s 
f a r m e r s I n c o m e f a r m e r s I n c o m e f a r m e r s I n c o m e f a r m e r s I n c o m e 
r e p o r t ­ r e p o r t ­ r e p o r t ­ r e p o r t ­
i n g R s . i n g R s . i n g R s . i n g R s . 

JPaddy 48 6 4 4 6 8 5 3 8 62 9 6 8 0 29 3 0 4 2 
C o w p e a 76 8 2 1 74 6 4 4 84 6 3 7 9 2 1 0 3 1 
G r e e n g r a m 73 7 3 6 56 9 3 6 48 7 1 1 7 8 8 2 1 
C h i l l i e s 32 1 9 4 9 4 5 1 2 5 8 22 2 7 0 0 24 1 2 7 6 

G i n g e l l y 1 2 393 18 3 7 6 • - . - 1 2 3 7 0 

B l a c k g r a m 09 2 1 5 - -- 11 3 2 0 -- - — 
K u r a k k a n 1 2 330 13 191 18 266 1 9 103 
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I n c o m e f r o m p a d d y d o m i n a t e s b o t h t h e Haha a n d Y a l a s e a s o n s i n m a j o r 

s c h e m e s w i t h g r o s s i n c o m e o f R s . 9680 a n d R s . 6 4 4 6 r e s p e c t i v e l y 

p e r f a r m f a m i l y . On t h e o t h e r h a n d i n c o m e r e a l i s e d f r o m p a d d y , 

i n m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s w a s R s . 3042 a n d R s . 5 3 8 p e r f a r m f a m i l y 

d u r i n g t h e Maha and Y a l a s e a s o n s r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n c o m e f r o m o t h e r 

c r o p s a l s o c o n s t i t u t e a m a j o r c o m p o n e n t i n t h e f a m i l y i n c o m e i n 

b o t h s c h e m e s . O t h e r c a s h c r o p s w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e s t o f a m i l y i n c o m e 

w e r e c o w p e a , g r e e n g r a m , c h i l l i e s , k u r a k k a n , g i n g e l l y a n d b l a c k 

g r a m . I n c o m e r e a l i s e d f r o m c h i l l i e s r a n g e d f r o m R s . 1 2 7 6 t o R s . 2 7 0 0 

d u r i n g t h e Maha a n d R s . 1 2 5 8 t o R s . 1 9 4 9 d u r i n g t h e Y a l a i n b o t h 

s c h e m e s , o t h e r c r o p s s u c h a s c o w p e a a n d g i n g e l l y t o o h a v e r e c o r d e d 

r e a s o n a b l y h i g h c a s h i n c o m e . T h e i n c o m e f i g u r e s i n r e s p e c t o f 

c h i l l i e s , g r e e n g r a m a n d c o w p e a i n d i c a t e t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r 

e x p a n s i o n o f s u c h c r o p s o n h i g h l a n d s . 

T a b l e ( 7 . 2 ) A n n u a l G r o s s I n c o m e p e r F a r m H o u s e h o l d 

b y S o u r c e a n d S e a s o n 

M a j o r S c h e m e s M i n o r S c h e m e s 
S o u r c e Y a l a Maha- Y a l a Maha 

R s . % R s . '% R s . % R s . % 

A g r i c u l t u r e 4 1 5 8 78 804 4 2 1 5 7 7 45 849 17 

N o n -
A g r i c u l t u r e 1 1 6 3 2 2 1096 58 1 8 9 3 5 5 1 7 5 4 8 3 

T o t a l 5 3 2 1 100 1 9 0 0 100 3 4 7 0 100 2603 100 

T h e a v e r a g e g r o s s i n c o m e p e r h o u s e h o l d d u r i n g t h e y e a r u n d e r s t u d y 

was ' . a r o u n d R s . 7 2 2 1 a n d R s . 6 0 7 3 i n m a j o r a n d m i n o r s c h e m * r e s p e c t i v e l y 

( s e e T a b l e 7 . 2 ) . M a r k e d s e a s o n a l v a r i a t i o n i s a k e y f e a t u r e i n t h e 

i n c o m e s t r u c t u r e . I n m a j o r s c h e m e s 7 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l i n c o m e 

h a s b e e n d e r i v e d f r o m a c t i v i t i e s c o n n e c t e d w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e d u r i n g 

t h e Maha s e a s o n . T h i s f i g u r e c o n e down t o 45 p e r c e n t d u r i n g t h e 

Y a l a , w h e r e a s t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e s i n n i n o r s c h e m e s w e r e 45% a n d 
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17% r e s p e c t i v e l y . E i g h t y t h r e e p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l i n c o m e h a s 

b e e n r e a l i s e d f r o m n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g t h e Maha i n t h e 

m a j o r s c h e m e . N o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g t h e Y a l a s e a s o n • .,. 

p r o v i d e d a s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p e r t i o n o f h o u s e h o l d i n c o m e i n b o t h m a j o r 

a n d m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . 

A b s t e n t i o n f r o m c u l t i v a t i n g p a d d y d u e t o l a c k o f i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r a n d 

t h e r e s t r i c t e d c u l t i v a t i o n o f h i g h l a n d s a n d c h e n a s d u r i n g t h e Y a l a 

s e a s o n a c c o u n t f o r t h e l o w c r o p i n c o m e . A n i m a l h u s b a n d r y h a s b e e n 

r e p o r t e d a s a s o u r c e o f i n c o m e b y a f e w h o u s e h o l d s i n b o t h s c h e m e s . 

T h e i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e s o f l i v e s t o c k i n c o m e a r e h i r i n g o u t o f d r a u g h t 

a n i m a l , p r o d u c t i o n o f m i l k a n d c u r d , a n d e g g s . T h e i n c o m e f r o m ' 

h i r i n g o u t a n i m a l s o c c u p i e s t h e m a j o r : s h a r e o f l i v e s t o c k i n c o m e w h i l e 

t h e s h a r e o f i n c o m e f r o m m i l k o c c u p i e s t h e s e c o n d p o s i t i o n 

( s e e T a b l e 7 . 3 ) . 

T a b l e ( 7 . 3 ) C o m p o s i t i o n o f I n c o m e f r o m L i v e s t o c k b y 

R e p o r t i n g H o u s e h o l d s 

S o u r c e o f I n c o m e 
M a j o r S c h e m e 

1 9 8 2 8 2 / 8 3 
Y a l a Maha 

M i n o r 
1 9 8 2 
Y a l a 

S c h e m e 
8 2 / 8 3 
Maha 

D r a u g h t A n i m a l 2 8 6 . 0 0 
( 0 7 ) 

4 2 8 . 0 0 

( I D 

5 9 2 . 0 0 
( 0 0 ) 

9 0 8 . 0 0 
( 1 3 ) 

M i l k 1 7 8 . 0 0 
( 0 6 ) 

2 3 1 . 0 0 
( 0 8 ) 

3 2 7 . 0 0 
( 0 7 ) 

' 6 1 3 . 0 C 
( 1 2 ) 

P o u l t r y 2 8 4 . 0 0 1 7 8 . 0 0 2 9 4 . 0 0 3 2 8 . 0 C 

( 1 3 ) ( 1 2 ) ( 1 5 ) ( 1 5 ) 

O t h e r l i v e s t o c k 1 4 2 . 0 0 
( 0 4 ) 

1 1 3 . 0 0 
( 0 4 ) 

2 9 2 . 0 0 
( 0 6 ) 

3 9 3 . 0 C 
( 0 7 ) 

* Number o f r e p o r t i n g h o u s e h o l d s a r e g i v e n i n 

p a r a n t h e s i s 
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O f f - f a r m i n c o m e i s a l s o c o n s i d e r e d t o b e a i r i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e o f : 

a g r i c u l t u r a l i n c o m e . O f f - f a r m i n c o m e r e f e r s h e r e t o t h e i n c o m e 

d e r i v e d ' b y t h e f a r m e r f r o m a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s o t h e r t h a n : o n e ' s 

own f a r m ( s e e T a b i e 7 . 4 ) , 

T a b l e ( 7 . 4 ) D i s t r i b u t i o n o f A n n u a l O f f - F a r m a n d N o n - F a r m 

I n c o m e - P e r R e p o r t i n g H o u s e h o l d i n t h e Two • S c h e n e s . ' 

M a j o r Schemes M i n o r S c h e m e s 
S o u r c e 

R s . R s . 

O f f - f a r m e m p l o y m e n t 1 4 3 6 ;::.. 1 7 1 $ . 

(70), ( 7 8 ) , , 

S a l a r i e d e m p l o y m e n t 9 5 0 5 9 9 5 1 S a l a r i e d e m p l o y m e n t 
( 9 ) ( 1 3 ) 

S e l f e m p l o y m e n t artd - 2 3 9 5 2 8 5 8 
n o n - f a r m e n t e r p r i s e s ( 7 3 ) . ( 8 3 ) 

* Number o f h o u s e h o l d s r e t o r t i n g i s 
g i v e n i n p a r a n t h e s i s 

H i r i n g o u t o f o n e s own l a b o u r d u r i n g t h e s l a c k s e a s o n p r o v e d t o b e a 

m a j o r s o u r c e o f i n c o m e i n t h e s t u d y l o c a t i o n s . A c o n t i n u o u s f l o w 

o f a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r f r o m p u r a n a v i l l a g e s t o t h e M a h a w e l i 

s e t t l e m e n t s w a s e v i d e n t d u r i n g t h e d r y s e a s o n . A s w e h a v e n o t e d 
l a b o u r 

e a r l i e r , t h e r e w a s a g r e a t demand f o r h i r e d / i n • > t h e s c h e m e s 

f o r t h e p e a k a g r i c u l t u r a l o p e r a t i o n s s u c h a s l a n d p r e p a r a t i o n a n d 

h a r v e s t i n g . A l m o s t a l l f a r m e r s i n m a j o r s c h e m e s h a v e e m p l o y e d h i r e d 

l a b o u r f o r t h o s e t w o a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g b o t h t h e Y a l a a n d t h e Maha 

s e a s o n s . A n n u a l i n c o n e f r o n o f f - f a r n e m p l o y m e n t p e r h o u s e h o l d w a s , 

n o r e t h a n t h e a v e r a g e i n c o m e f r o m t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f c a s h c r o p s . T h i s 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e w a g e l a b o u r p r o v i d e d a n i m p o r t a n t s u p p l e n e n t a r y 

i n c o n e s o u r c e f o r f a r r a h o u s e h o l d s . \ 
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N o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l i n c o m e r e f e r s t o a l l t y p e s o f g a i n s , o t h e r t h a n 

i n c o m e accrued f r o m a g r i c u l t u r e a n d v o b t a i n e d f r o m s o u r c e s s u c h a s 

s a l a r i e d e m p l o y m e n t a n d n o n - f a r m e n t e r p r i s e s . A l a r g e a m o u n t of.-..., 

n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l i n c o m e i s r e a l i s e d f r o m p u b l i c s e c t o r w h i t e - c o l l a r 

a n d b l u e - c o l l a r e m p l o y m e n t . . A c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r o f t e a c h e r s , 

c l e r k s , m i d w i v e s , b u s d r i v e r s , m e c h a n i c s , w a s f o u n d i n t h e s t u d y 

a r e a . T h e y w e r e t h e o n l y c a t e g o r y t h a t r e p o r t e d h i g h e r i n c o m e 

l e v e l s w h i c h d i d n o t s u b j e c t t o a n y s e a s o n a l v a r i a t i o n s . M a s o n s , 
• •-• o .... - . : # 

c a r p e n t e r s , s h o p - k e e p e r s , c r a f t s m a n , a y u r v e d i c p h y s i c i a n s a n d 

s m a l l b u s i n e s s m e n e o n s t i t u t e d t h i s c a t e g o r y s e l f - e m p l o y e d a n d t h o s e 

who e n g a g e d i n n o n - f a r m e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e a n n u a l c a s h i n c o m e o f s u c h 

a p e r s o n r a n g e d f r o m R s . 2 3 9 5 t o R s . 2 8 5 8 . N o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l i n c o m e 

r e c e i v e r s f o r m e d m o r e t h a n 50% o f t h e t o t a l s a m p l e h o u s e h o l d s . 

T a b l e ( 7 . 5 ) A n n u a l C a s h I n c o m e Among F a r m F a m i l i e s 

A n n u a l C a s h I n c o m e 
p e r 

F a r m F a m i l i e s 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 

N o % o f 1 

f a m i l i e s I n c o m e 

M i n o r S c h e m e s 
% % ; 

No o f 
f a t a l les Income! 

/ 1000 8 1 1 0 01 

1001 - 2000 1 2 4 14 06 

2001 - 3000 25 :"' 10 21 1 4 

3001 - 4000 lY 11 26 18 

4001 - 5000 1 5 08 07 08 

5001 - 6000 6 07 06 06 

6001 -- 7000 4 1 2 04 07 

7001 - 8000 8 1 2 ' 03 1 2 

8001 - 9000 6 1 3 05 1 5 

9000 / •-: 5 22 04 13 

T h e p a t t e r n o f a n n u a l i n c o m e d i s t r i b u t i o n a m o n g s a m p l e f a r m f a m i l i e s 

i n t h e s t u d y a r e a i s g i v e n i n T a b l e 7 . 5 . T h e d a t a s h o w s t h a t n e a r l y 

h a l f o f t h e f a r m h o u s e h o l d s e a r n a c a s h i n c o m e o f R s . 3 0 0 0 o r l e s s 

e a c h p e r annum i n b o t h s c h e m e s , w h i c h i s w e l l b e l o w t h e p o v e r t y l i n e 

o f R s . 300 p e r m o n t h p e r f a m i l y a d o p t e d f o r t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f o o d 
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s t a m p s b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t " . I n c o m e d i s t r i b u t i o n b e t w e e n m a j o r 

and m i n o r s c h e m e s r e v e a l s t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e s 

o f t h e t w o s c h e m e s . O n l y a f e w f a r m e r s . h a v e r e c o r d e d a h i g h i n c o m e 

o f o v e r R s . 8000 p e r annum e a c h ( s e e F i g u r e 1 ) . T h e l a c k o f f a r m i n g 

a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e Y a l a s e a s o n h a s d e p r e s s e d a n n u a l h o u s e h o l d i n c o m e 

c o n s i d e r a b l y , a l t h o u g h o f f - f a r m and n o n - f a r m a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g t h e 

same s e a s o n h a d s u p p l e m e n t e d t h e l o w a n n u a l c a s h i n c o m e t o a c e r t a i n 

e x t e n t i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . 

H o u s e h o l d E x p e n d i t u r e 

T h e p a t t e r n o f h o u s e h o l d e x p e n d i t u r e i s o n e o f t h e k e y i n d i c a t o r s o f 

t h e h o u s e h o l d p o v e r t y l e v e l . P o v e r t y c o u l d b e d e f i n e d b y u s i n g 

s e v e r a l c i r t e r i a s u c h , a s t h e p o v e r t y - l i n e i n c o m e , s a t i s f a c t i o n o f 

b a s i c n e e d s a n d t h e n u t r i t i o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s s u c h a s c a l o r i e d e f i c i e n c y . 

The p r e s e n t s t u d y w a s n o t d i r e c t e d t o c o l l e c t s u c h d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n 

o n n u t r i t i o n a l a s p e c t s . H o w e v e r , a n a t t e m p t h a s b e e n made t o o b t a i n 

e x p e n d i t u r e d a t a f r o m s a m p l e h o u s e h o l d s . ( S e e T a b l e 7 . 6 ) . T h e 

c o n s u m p t i o n d a t a i n p h y s i c a l a s w e l l a s i n v a l u e t e r m s f o u n d t o b e 

i n f l a t e d b y a n u m b e r o f h o u s e h o l d s w h i c h a r e i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e i r 

l e v e l s o f i n c o m e . H o w e v e r , c e r t a i n c r o s s c h e c k s a n d a d j u s t m e n t s w e r e 

made t o r e c t i f y t h e s e i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ; I n b o t h s c h e m e s , 7 2 - 7 5 p e r 

c e n t o f t h e t o t a l i n c o m e i s s p e n t o n f o o d . T h e s e e s t i m a t e s a r e h i g h e r 

t h a n t h e r u r a l s e c t o r a v e r a g e s r e p o r t e d i n t h e C o n s u m e r F i n a n c e S u r v e y 

o f 1 9 8 1 / 3 2 . 
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T a b l e ( 7 . 6 ) P e r c e n t a g e - w i s e o f H o u s e h o l d E x p e n d i t u r e 

I t e m M a j o r S c h e m e s 

••(%) 

M i n o r S c h e m e s 

( % ) " . 

F o o d s 7 5 . 9 7 2 . 8 

C l o t h e s 7 . 9 8 . 3 

H o u s i n g 1 . 5 1 . 6 

F u e l 3 . 9 3 . 9 

H e a l t h 3 . 5 4 . 9 

R e c r e a t i o n 4 . 1 4 . 1 

R e l i g i o u s 1 . 2 1 . 6 
a c t i v i t i e s 1 . 9 , 2 . 6 

O t h e r • 0 . 1 0 . 2 

T o t a l 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 
T h e ' e x p e n d i t u r e o n n o n - f o o d i t e m s i s m o r e o r 

s c h e m e s . T h e s e c o n d h i g h e s t e x p e n d i t u r e w a s 

l e s s s i m i l a r 

i n c u r r e d o n ( 

1 

i n b o t h 

: l o t h e s 

T h e o t h e r i m p o r t a n t i t e m s o f e x p e n d i t u r e w e r e h e a l t h a n d e d u c a t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h h e a l t h s e r v i c e s a r e g e n e r a l l y f r e e , h o u s e h o l d s i n c u r some 

e x p e n s e s i n c o n s u l t i n g m e d i c a l p r a c t i t i o n e r s and b u y i n g m e d i c i n e . 

T h e p e r c e n t a g e e x p e n d i t u r e o n e d u c a t i o n a p p e a r t o b e r e l a t i v e l y l e s s 

i m p o r t a n t i n b o t h s c h e m e s . I n c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e s , i t w a s l e s s t h a n 

t h e e x p e n s e s o n h e a l t h a n d f u e l . T h i s i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e 

p r e v i o u s o b s e r v a t i o n i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . T h e l e s s p r i o r i t y g i v e n t o 

e d u c a t i o n a n d t h e l a c k o f e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s , e x p e n s e s o n h o u s i n g , 

r e c r e a t i o n , a n d r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s w e r e r e l a t i v e l y l e s s i m p o r t a n t i n 

b o t h a r e a s . T h e t o t a l n o n - f o o d c o n s u m p t i o n e x p e n d i t u r e a m o u n t s t o 

2 4 . 1 a n d 2 7 , 2 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l i n c o m e i n m a j o r a n d m i n o r s c h e m e s 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

i « ; i n B o t h S c h e m e s 

• • i . D u : . i • • •••••• 



CHAPTER 8 

FARM SUPPORTING SERVICES 

The supply of seed paddy, fertilizer, agro-chemicals, etc. is mainly 
undertaken by the Agrarian Services Centre in the area and Cooperative 
Societies play a secondary role in this regard. Many of the highland 
and chena farmers obtain seeds from extension officers through the 
Agrarian Services Centre. Farmers .generally purchase fertilizer 
also through the same source. But there was still a reasonable number 
of farmers who obtained their inputs from private dealers. Farmers 
go to the private dealer for inputs when they default the repayment 
of previous institutional credit or when they were faced with financial 
hardships. This often has reduced the application of vital inputs such 
as fertilizer in required quantities in correct time, it was the 

same case with regard to agro-chemicals; a sizeable proportion .of-
agro-chemicals-has been distributed through private dealers. It is 
interesting to note that enough stocks of agro-chemicals, fertilizer 
and other inputs were available at the Agrarian Services Centre that 
served the entire study area at the time of the Survey. However, the 
demand for such inputs was low during the reference period for 
very few farmers were engaged in any intensive agricultural activities 
during the crop seasons. 

Credit Facilities 

The survey indicates that the percentages of households who had 
made use of agricultural credit facilities during the reference 
period were 49 and 43.6. in major and minor schemes respectively. 
The majority of farmers have defaulted the repayment of cultivation 

be 
loans taken by them earlier and this seemed to /the reason for the * 
observed low level of utilizing agricultural credit in both schemes. 

The main reason for defaulting repayment of credit appeared to' 
water 

failures resulted from scarcity of/for cultivation. Table 8.1 
indicates the sources from which credits were obtained during the 
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T a b l e ( 8 . 1 ) P e r c e n t a g e s o f C r e d i t D i s b u r s e d b y 

S o u r c e s 

V i l l a g e 

( i ) -••}. 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

S o u r c e s 

( i i ) 
N o n - I n $ t i t u t i o n a l . 

S o u r c e s ' 

B a n k o f 
C e y l o n 

P e o p l e s 
s B a n k 

Money 
L e n d e r s 

R e l a t i v e s 
& F r i e n d s 

Ganangamuwa 10 82 04 04 

P a d a v i g a m a 43 3 3 07 17 

B a n d a r a g a m a 47 32 02 19 

P o t h a n e g a m a 10 78 12 

U / S i y a m b a l a n g a m u w a 24 33 13 30 

D e v a g i r i p u r a 04 91 05 : ' -

K a t t a k a d u w a 58 ' j 5 1 21 

P a l u w a C o l o n y 2 3 5 7 16 04 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 24 5 5 07 14 

P a h a l a k o k w e w a 5 1 . 4 3 06 

G a l l e w a - 67 33 

M o l e w a 04 56 27 1 3 

U l p o t a g a m a , - 1 1 66 2 3 

K e p e l a - - 5 0 5 0 

P a d a v i g a m a - - 07 93 

P a l u g a m a " - - 09 91 

B u l n e w a 70 24 05 01 ' 

M i n o r S c h e m e s . 41 24 18 17 

. N o t e ; V i l l a g e w h i c h h a v e n o t o b t a i n e d c r e d i t a r e 

e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e t a b l e . 
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r e f e r e n c e p e r i o d . T h e s e s o u r c e s " c o u l d b e b r o a d l y d i v i d e d i n t o t w o ; 

n a m e l y , i n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s . T h e b o r r o w i n g s 

f r o m i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s a m o u n t e d t o 7 9 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l 

b o r r o w i n g s . i n m a j o r s c h e m e s w h i l e i t w a s o n l y 6 5 p e r c e n t i n m i n o r 

s c h e m e s . A c o n s i d e r a b l e v a r i a t i o n s i s o b s e r v e d i n t h e b r e a k - d o w n 

o f b o r r o w i n g s b y s o u r c e s i n i n d i v i d u a l s a m p l e v i l l a g e s . 7 

A g r e a t e r d e p e n d e n c y o n n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s f o r c r e d i t f a c i l i t i e s 

i n some o f t h e v i l l a g e s c o u l d c l e a r l y b e o b s e r v e d i n m i n o r s c h e m e s . I n 

t e r m s o f t o t a l a m o u n t o f d i s b u r s e m e n t s ^ i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s s t i l l • 

r a n k , f i r s t i n b o t h s c h e m e s . Of t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s , P e o p l e ' s 

B a n k l e d t h e w a y i n t e r m s o f c r e d i t d i s b u r s e m e n t f o l l o w e d b y B a n k 6 f 

C e y l o n . N o b o d y r e p o r t e d b o r r o w i n g f r o m c o o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t i e s w h i c h w e r e 

o n c e v e r y p o p u l a r among . f a r m e r s . T h e m a j o r n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s i n 

t h e a r e a w e r e m o n e y l e n d e r s , r e l a t i v e s a n d f r i e n d s . H o u s e h o l d s i n 

I h a l a k o k w e w a , D i v u l w e w a , I d d a m a l p i t i y a h a v e n e v e r b o r r o w e d f r o m 

e i t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n a l o r n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l s o u r c e s . 
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Table ( 8 . 2 ) ,Borrowings in the Villages in Relation 

it i.i ', 
Village 

• P u r p o s e of Borrowings 
Agricultural Personal Investment 

a) Major Irrigation No. of Average No.of Average No. of Average 
Schemes Reported Amount Reported Amount reported Amount 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1. Ganangamuwa 12 : 2573 _ 2 1500 

2 . Padavigama 07 2629 1 2000 1 5000 

3 . Bandaragama 3257 2 2725 

A ! Potanegama 11 2700 2 ' 750 

5 . U/Siyambalan 
-gamuwa • 08 1886 1 5000 -:.".7 2729 

6 . 

7. 

Devagiripura-
Kottakaduwa 

Paluwa Colony 
Total 

11 . 
1 0 
66 

2379 
2686 
2587 2 35O0' 

2 
2 

18 

900 
25050 

5522 

b) Minor Irrigation 
Schemes 

8 . Pahalakokwea 02 1950 _ 1 4000 

9 . Ihalakokwewa - - - - - ' 
10. Gallewa 01 600 - - 1 1200 

1 1 . Mollewa 07 1064 - 1 300 

12 . Ulpotagama 02 3000 - . 4 001 

13. Keepela - - - 4 400 

14. Padipanchawa 03 650 - 3 1033 

15. Divulwewa 01 3500 - -. • 1 2000 

16 Palugama - - 1 1500 2 900 

17. Iddamalpitiya - - - - -
18 Bulnewa 02 4600 1 2600 1 2000 

- Total 18 2195 2 13750 10 1413 

V 

to Purpose 
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T h e p u r p o s e s o f b o r r o w i n g s w e r e t h r e e f o l d i n t h e s t u d y a r e a s v i z , 

n a m e I t A g r i c u l t u r a l , i n v e s t m e n t a n d p e r s o n a l ( s e e T a b l e 8 . 2 ) . 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f f a r m e r s i n m a j o r s c h e m e s h a v e a v a i l e d t h e m s e l v e s o f 

c r e d i t f a c i l i t i e s f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . I n v e s t m e n t s w e r e 

m a i n l y f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f h o u s e s a n d f o r s m a l l - s c a l e f a m i l y 

e n t e r p r i s e s . B o r r o w i n g s f o r w e d d i n g c e r e m o n i e s , f a m i l y f u n c t i o n s 

o r f a m i l y e m e r g e n c i e s a r e c l a s s i f i e d h e r e u n d e r , ' p e r s o n a l b o r r o w i n g s ' 

H o w e v e r , t h e v o l u m e o f p e r s o n a l b o r r o w i n g s i s r e l a t i v e l y u n ­

i m p o r t a n t w h e n c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e s i z e a b l e p r o p o r t i o n o f b o r r o w i n g 

f o r i n v e s t m e n t s . T h e n u m b e r o f f a r m e r s a n d t h e a v e r a g e a m o u n t s o f 

money t h e y b o r r o w e d f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r p o s e w e r e q u i t e l o w i n m i n o r 

s c h e m e s w h e n c o m p a r e d t o t h a t o f m a j o r s c h e m e s . T h e a v e r a g e a m o u n t 

o f c r e d i t b o r r o w e d f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r s u i t s r a n g e d b e t w e e n R s . 1886 

t o R s . 3 2 5 7 i n t h e v i l l a g e s i n m a j o r s c h e m e s w h i l e t h e a v e r a g e • 

a m o u n t o f c r e d i t b o r r o w e d b y v i l l a g e s i a m i n o r s c h e m e s r a n g e d 

b e t w e e n R s . 600 t o 4 6 0 0 . T h e r e i s c o n s i d e r a b l e v a r i a t i o n a c r o s s 

t h e s a m p l e v i l l a g e s i n t h e a m o u n t s b o r r o w e d f o r i n v e s t m e n t a s w e l l 

a s f o r p e r s o n a l r e a s o n s . 

T h e p a t t e r n o f r e p a y m e n t o f l o a n s o b t a i n e d d u r i n g t h e r e f e r e n c e 

p e r i o d i s g i v e n i n T a b l e 8 . 3 . T h e h i g h e s t r e p a y m e n t o f c r e d i t 

w a s r e p o r t e d i n m a j o r s c h e m e s a n d t h a t w a s t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f l o a n s 

o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e P e o p l e ' s B a n k . A l t h o u g h f a r m e r s i n m i n o r ! ' i r 

s c h e m e s r e p a i d t h e i r n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l l o a n s c h a n n e l l e d t h r o u g h 

m o n e y l e n d e r s , i t a p p e a r e d t h a t n o n e o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s h a d s e t t l e d 

t h e i r l o a n s t h a t w e r e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e B a n k o f C e y l o n . A l l i n 

a l l , t h e r e p a y m e n t o f l o a n s o b t a i n e d f r o m a l l s o u r c e s o f c r e d i t 

a p p e a r s t o b e u n s a t i s f a c t o r y i n t h e a r e a . T h i s c o u l d / ^ p ^ r h a p s d u e 

t o t h e l o w r e t u r n s f r o m c r o p p r o d u c t i o n a n d l o w i n c o m e l e v e l s o f 

h o u s e h o l d s . 

S a v i n g s 

I n t e r m s o f t h e n u m b e r o f a c c o u n t s , s a v i n g h a b i t s i n t h e a r e a 

s e e m e d t o b e v e r y l o w . L e s s t h a n 20 p e r c e n t o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s i n ; 

b o t h s c h e m e s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e s a v i n g s a c c o u n t s e i t h e r i n a b a n k 



7G , 

or a post office. Bulk of the accounts were in the rural Banks 
to which farmers had easy access. 

Table ( 3 . 3 ) . Repayment pf Loans in Villages and 
. S o u r c e s - Percentages of Credit Settled 

, Village -i : 

iBank of , 
Ceylon, 

ii 
People's 
Eank 

iii 
Money 

Lenders 

iv 
Relatives 
& Friends 

1 Ganangamuwa 4 0 . 7 7 7 . 3 ' 00 lOO.'O 

2 Padavigama • i-rf = 7 2 . 0 00 0 0 . ' 7 0 . 0 

3 Bandaragama 2 8 , 7 8 9 . 1 00 00 

4 Pothanagama 00 1 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 4 - 2 0 . 6 

5 U/Siyambalan-
-gamuwa 1 6 , 3 . 2 6 . J 00 : 00 

6.Devagiripura 1 7 . 7 4 2 . 5 ••• 1 8 . 2 

7 Kattakaduwa 5 1 . 2 00 - 00 

8 Paluwa Colony 3 6 . 4 . 3 0 . 9 6 0 . 0 00 

Major Scheme 3 8 . 6 5 9 . 4 2 8 . 6 1 9 . 5 

9 Pahalakokwewa 00 : 0 0 . 2 1 0 0 . •' -

10 Ihalakbkwewa - ; '-• •' • • - • — 

11 Gallewa 00 00 :•! 1 0 0 . 0 

1 2 Molewa - 00 •.•fi- 1 5 . 8 11 ,Cs 

13 Ulpotagama 00 - K v l 4 7 . 4 1 3 . 6 

14 Kepela - . .. 00 6 2 . 5 

1 5 Padipanchava 00 2 0 . 0 

16 Divulwewa - - — 

17 Palugama - - 1 0 0 . 0 00 

18 Iddamalpitiya - — • ™ 

19 Bulnewa 00 2 6 . 7 1 0 0 . 0 00 

Minor Schemes 00 3 6 . 5 4 5 . 6 1 9 . 4 
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M a r k e t i n g o f F a r m P r o d u c e 

O v e r 60% o f " p a d d y a n d c a s h c r o p s t h a t w e r e - p r o d u c e d b y s a m p l e 

f a r m e r s h a d b e e n m a r k e t e d . T h e a v a i l a b l e o f m a r k e t i n g f a c i l i t i e s 

a p p e a r s t o ; b e l a r g e l y d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e t y p e o f c r o p s g r o w n . . M a r k e t i n g 

o f p a d d y h a s b e e n m a i n l y d o n e t h r o u g h p r i v a t e t r a d e r s a n d S t a t e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s s u c h a s t h e P a d d y M a r k e t i n g B o a r d (PMB) a n d C o - o o p e r a t i v e 

S o c i e t i e s . T h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s h a d p u r c h a s e d p a d d y f r o m f a r m e r s 

e i t h e r i n w h o l e s a l e o r r e t a i l q u a n t i t i e s . T h e S t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s 

h a d p u r c h a s e d f r o m f a r m e r s o n l y a s m a l l q u a n t i t y o f p a d d y a m o u n t i n g 

t o s l i g h t l y o v e r 25 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l s a l e s . T h e p r i v a t e t r a d e r s 

a p p e a r e d t o b e v e r y a c t i v e i n p r o c u r i n g p a d d y f r o m t h e f a r m e r s , " 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n m i n o r s c h e m e s w h e r e t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l m a r k e t i n g . 

c h a n n e l s w e r e r a t h e r p o o r . 

T h e s h a r e o f p u r c h a s e s b y d i f f e r e n t m a r k e t i n g c h a n n e l s i s s h e w n 

i n T a b l e 8 . 4 . An o v e r a l l p r e f e r e n c e t o s e l l t h e p r o d u c e d t o p r i v a t e 

t r a d e r s c o u l d b e o b s e r v e d i n b o t h s c h e m e s . O v e r 7 0 p e r c e n t o f 

p r o d u c e w e r e b o u g h t b y p r i v a t e t r a d e r s i n 1 9 8 2 Y a l a a n d 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 M a h a , 

s e a s o n s . 

T a b l e ( 8 . 4 ) P u r c h a s i n g P a t t e r n o f P a d d y 

( B o t h i n m a j o r a n d m i n o r s c h e m e s ) 

S o u r c e 1 9 8 2 Y a l a , 1 9 8 2 Maha 

A v e r a g e Q u a n t i t y % c r o p A v e r a g e Q u a n t i t y % c r o p 
s o l d b y a f a r m e r s o l d s o l d b y a f a r m e r s o l d 

( b u s h e l s ) ( b u s h e l s ) 

P r i v a t e t r a d e r s 3 4 . 1 7 4 . 7 6 9 . 5 7 1 . 0 

S t a t e I n s t i t u t i o n s 1 0 . 9 2 5 . 3 3 2 . 2 2 9 . 0 
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C o w p e a , g r e e n g r a m , c h i l l i e s a n d g i n g e l l y a r e t h e m a i n c a s h c r o p s 

p r o d u c e d f o r t h e m a r k e t d u r i n g t h e s t u d y p e r i o d . T h e g e n e r a l p r a c t i c e 

o f m a r k e t i n g i s t h e i m m e d i a t e s a l e o f p r o d u c e s o o n a f t e r t h e h a r v e s t . 

T h e n u m b e r o f f a r m e r s p r o d u c i n g c r o p s f o r t h e m a r k e t arid q u a n t i t i e s 

t h e y h a v e s o l d a r e s h o w n i n T a b l e 0 . 5 . 

T a b l e ( 0 . 5 ) . M a r k e t i n g o f C r o p s : Number o f 

F a r m e r s a n d A v e r a g e Q u a n t i t i e s b y S e a s o n 

. ( b o t h m a j o r a n d m i n o r s c h e m e ) 

C r o p N o . o f 
f a r m e r s 

A v e r a g e 
q u a n t i t y 
m a r k e t e d 

( k g ) 

N o . o f 
f a r m e r s 

A v e r a g e 
q u a n t i t y 
m a r k e t e d 

( k g ) 

C o w p e a H O 3 6 6 . 5 00 2 7 0 . 8 

G r e e n Gram 7 9 1 3 5 . 6 04 1 2 7 . 8 

C h i l l i e s 42 0 7 . 5 26 7 6 . 0 

G i n g e l l y 07 1 9 2 . 7 09 1 7 5 . 0 

S i x t y f o u r p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s h a d s o l d t h e i r c a s h c r o p s w h o l e s a l e t o 

p r i v a t e t r a d e r s and 34 p e r v c e n t i n r e t a i l t o p r i v a t e t r a d e r s . 

I t w a s f o u n d t h a t o n l y 02 p e r c e n t o f t h e f a r m e r s h a d m a r k e t e d c a s h 

c r o p s a t S t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

M a r k e t i n g p r o b l e m s h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d b y t h e s a m p l e f a r m e r s . T h e r e 

w e r e n o c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t t h e d i s p o s a l o f p a d d y . S t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s 

l i k e P a d d y M a r k e t i n g B o a r d a n d C o o p e r a t i v e s w e r e n o t p o p u l a r among t h e 

s a m p l e h o u s e h o l d s d u e t o r e a s o n s ^ s u c h a s e x t r e m e l y s t r i c t q u a l i t y 

c o n t r o l , r e q u i r e m e n t s i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n g r a d i n g , d e l a y i n p a y m e n t s 

a n d i n a b i l i t y t o make p u r c h a s e s a t t h e f a r m g a t e . A s r e p o r t e d b y many 

f a r m e r s , t h e p r i v a t e t r a d e r s w e r e v e r y f l e x i b l e o n t h e s e t r a n s a c t i o n s . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e p r e f e r e n c e s h o w n b y f a r m e r s t o s e l l t h e i r p a d d y 

' t o t h e p r i v a t e t r a d e r s i s o b v i o u s . A s r e g a r d s c a s h c r o p s , t h e m a i n 
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c o m p l a i n t w a s u n f a i r p r i c e s p a i d . When a p r i v a t e t r a d e r w a s t h e o n l y 

m a r k e t i n g o u t l e t i n a n a r e a , p r i c e c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s d i d n o t e x i s t a n d 

t h i s u l t i m a t e l y r e s u l t e d i n p o o r p r i c e p a i d f o r c a s h c r o p s . 

T a b l e ( 8 . 6 ) M a r k e t i n g T r e n d s a s i n d i c a t e d 

b y F a r m e r s 
( F i g u r e s d e n o t e P e r c e n t a g e s ) 

I m p r o v e m e n t D e t e r i o r a t i o n No !•" • N o t 
i n M a r k e t i n g i n M a r k e t i n g C h a n g e ' .Known 
F a c i l i t i e s F a c i l i t i e s 

P a d d y O t h e r P a d d y O t h e r P a d d y O t h e r P a d d y O t h e r 
c r o p s c r o p s c r o p s c r o p s 

M a j o r S c h e m e s 5 3 47 09 09 23 26 1 5 18 

M i n o r S c h e m e s 4 9 43 1 3 ; 12 26 34 12 11 

B o t h S c h e m e s 51 45 10 10 25 29 14 16 

1 -
F i f t y o n e p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s h a v e i n d i c a t e d t h a t m a r k e t i n g f a c i l i t i e s 

a v a i l a b l e t o t h e m o n r e s p e c t o f p a d d y h a v e i m p r o v e d , w h i l e 4 5 p e r c e n t 

n o t e d a s i m i l a r d e v e l o p m e n t a s r e g a r d s o t h e r c r o p s ( s e e T a b l e 8 , 6 ) . 

O n l y 10% o f f a r m e r s e x p r e s s e d t h a t m a r k e t i n g f a c i l i t i e s i n r e s p e c t t o 

p a d d y a n d o t h e r c r o p s w e r e d e t e r i o r a t i n g . T w e n t y - f i v e a n d t w e n t y - n i n e 

p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e w a s n o c h a n g e i n m a r k e t i n g 

f a c i l i t i e s f o r p a d d y a n d o t h e r c r o p s r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r 

o f p r i v a t e t r a d e r s i n t h e s p h e r e o f m a r k e t i n g h a s b e e n o b s e r v e d b y m a n y 

f a r m e r s a s a h e a l t h y • s i g n o f i m p r o v e m e n t i n m a r k e t i n g f a c i l i t i e s i n 

t h e a r e a . 

i 



CHAPTER 9 

P E O P L E S ' P A R T I C I P A T I O N I N RURAL QiftOANIZABIONS 

Two o b s e r v a t i o n s o n p e o p l e s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

c o u l d b e made a t t h e o u t s e t o f t h e c h a p t e r . T h e f i r s t i s t h e t y p e o f 

i r r i g a t i o n ( w h e t h e r i t w a s a m i n o r o r a m a j o r s c h e m e ) a n d t h e t y p e : 

o f s e t t l e m e n t ( w h e t h e r i t w a s a p u r a n a o r a n e w s e t t l e m e n t ) d i d 

n o t h a v e a n y s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e o n p a t t e r n s a n d t h e ; d e g r e e o f 

p e o p l e s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e s e c o n d i s t h a t 

t h e t y p e o f r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d i n g f u n c t i o n s 

a s p e r c e i v e d b y f a r m e r s d i d n o t d i f f e r much b e t w e e n t h e m a j o r 

s e t t l e m e n t s c h e m e s and m i n o r i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e 

f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s d o n o t d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n m a j o r a n d m i n o r 

i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m s i n d i s c u s s i n g a s p e c t s o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

S h o r t H i s t o r y o f R u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d Communal A c t i v i t i e s 

When S m a l l - F a r m e r A s s o c i a t i o n s ( S F A s ) w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1900 o n a 

p i l o t p r o j e c t b a s i s , t h e r e w a s n o t a s i n g l e r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t 

d e a l t w i t h f a r m e r s 5 a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d i r r i g a t i o n n e e d s e f f e c t i v e l y i n 

t h e G a l g a m u w a ASC a r e a . A l t h o u g h C u l t i v a t i o n C o m m i t t e e s ( C C s ) 

s e r v e d t h e a r e a d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n 1 9 6 4 a n d 1 9 7 7 , f a r m e r s 

p r e f e r r e d t o o b t a i n t h e i r i n p u t s f r o m p r i v a t e d e a l e r s a n d m a r k e t e d 

t h e i r p r o d u c e t h r o u g h t r a d e r s who v i s i t i e d t h e a r e a f r o m o u t s i d e . 

U n t i l 1 9 7 7 , t h e C u l t i v a t i o n C o m m i t t e e s m a n a g e d t o r e g i s t e r 60% o f 

l a n d h o l d i n g s i n t h e a r e a . O n l y 1 7 % o f f a r m e r s f e l t t h a t t h e C C s 

h a d h e l p e d t h e m i n t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n 

o b t a i n i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l i n p u t s . 

H o w e v e r , t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s o p e r a t i n g a t t h e v 

v i l l a g e c o m m u n i t y l e v e l . Among t h e m w e r e F u n e f a l A i d S o c i e t y 

( F A S ) , R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t S o c i e t y (RDS) a n d T e m p l e / M o s q u e S o c i e t y . 
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T a b l e ( 9 . 1 ) P e r c e n t a g e o f F a n n e r s A c t i v e l y 

P a r t i c i p a t e d i n R u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e i r 

V i l l a g e s (N=290) 

R u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n % o f F a r m e r s 

F u n e r a l A i d S o c i e t y 80 

R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t S o c i e t y 40 

T e m p l e / M o s q u e S o c i e t y 29 

C o m m u n i t y C e n t r e s 10 

I n a l i t h e v i l l a g e s , F A S s w e r e v e r y a c t i v e , V i l l a g e r s i r r e s p e c t i v e 

o f t h e i r i n c o m e , l a n d o w n e r s h i p , s e t t l e m e n t t y p e a a t j c a s t e 

p l a y e d a n a c t i v e r o l e i n t h e s e s o c i e t i e s . ^ A l t h o u g h t h e RDSs w e r e 

r e p o r t e d f r o m a l l s t u d y v i l l a g e s , i t w a s o n l y i n 4 v i l l a g e s , o u t 

o f 1 1 , we f o u n d a c t i v e R D s ; o t h e r s w e r e d e f u n c t . a 

I n a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , 60% o f f a r m e r s p r a c t i s e d t r a d i t i o n a l 

p a t t e r n s o f l a b o u r e x c h a n g e s u c h a s a t t a m a n d k a i y a . B u t s u c h a 

a c t i v i t i e s w e r e a d h o c , a n d d i d n o t p r o v i d e a n y s t a b l e b a s e s f o r t h e 

f o r m a t i o n o f r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h o r g a n i z e f a r m e r s i n t o e f f e c t i v e 

. g r o u p s a t t h e g r a s s - r o o t s l e v e l . 

S m a l l - F a r m e r A s s o c i a t i o n s 

T h e A R T I l a u n c h e d . a n a c t i o n - r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m m e c a l l e d " M a n a g e m e n t 
. J i „ 

T r a i n i n g f o r L e a d e r s o f S m a l l F a r m e r O r g a n i z a t i o n s " i n t h e G a l g a m u w a 

A g r a r i a n S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e ( A S C ) a r e a i n 1 9 0 0 . T h i s p r o j e c t 

s p e c i f i c a l l y a t t e m p t e d tot ( i ) d e v e l o p a ' r e c e i v i n g m e c h a n i s m ' 

among t h e s m a l l f a r m e r s and t o ( i i ) i m p r o v e t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t s e r v i c e s e c t o r - w i t h a v i e w t o o b t a i n i n g maximum 

e x t e n s i o n f a c i l i t i e s a n d v a r i o u s i n p u t s w h i c h come t h r o u g h . 

g o v e r n m e n t • a g e n c i e s . T h e A R T I ... -\ f o u n d t h a t t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l 

a d v a n t a g e s i n o r g a n i z i n g f a r m e r s , e s p e c i a l l y s m a l l f a r m e r s i n t o 

g r o u p s a t t h e y a y a ( t r a c t ) l e v e l i n e a c h v i l l a g e . L i s t e d b e l o w 

a r e some o f t h e b e n e f i t s f a r m e r s c o u l d a c c r u e b y s u c h a n a s s o c i a t i o n . 
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( i ) I f c u l t i v a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s a r e p l a n n e d o n a g r o u p b a s i s , 

f a n n e r s c o u l d o b t a i n h i g h e r y i e l d s t h a n w h a t t h e y c o u l d 

a c h i e v e a s i n d i v i d u a l s who o p e r a t e t h e i r h o l d i n g s 

s e p a r a t e l y . 

( i i ) A c t i n g a s a g r o u p , f a r m e r s e n h a n c e t h e i r ' b a r g a i n i n g p o w e r ' 

v i s - a ^ - v i s g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s . A s ' a g r o u p , t h e y a r e • ; J 

i n a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n t o p r e s s t h e c o n c e r n e d a u t h o r i t i e s to 

a t t e n d t o t h e i r p r o b l e m s and g r i e v a n c e s a n d a l s o t o p r o v i d e 

n e c e s s a r y s e r v i c e s i n t i m e . , 

( i i i ) U n d e r t h e A g r a i r a n S e r v i c e s " A c t o f 1 9 7 9 , o v e r 1 2 , 0 0 0 V i d a n e s 

( F a r m e r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ) w e r e e l e c t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e i s l a n d 

b y t h e f a r m e r s . V i d a n e s ' w e r e e x p e c t e d t o a s s i s t t h e 

C u l t i v a t i o n O f f i c e r s ( a C u l t i v a t i o n O f f i c e r w o r k s i n 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h 5 - 6 F a r m e r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o c o o r d i n a t e 1 

v i l l a g e - l e v e l a g r i c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t a c t i v i t i e s ) . S i x 

s u c h F a r m e r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ( F R s ) s i t i n e a c h ASC a s i t s 

C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s t o g e t h e r / 8 g b v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s . T h e F R s 

n w e r e e x p e c t e d t o a c t a s t h e l i n k b e t w e e n f a r m e r s a n d t h e A S C . 

T h u s , i t w a s e a s y f o r t h e ASC t o d e a l w i t h F R s r e g a r d i n g 

a g r i c u l t u r a l m a t t e r s , i f t h e f a r m e r s w h e n t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d 

w e r e o r g a n i z e d i n t o g r o u p s . 

T h e A R T I i n 1 9 8 0 , c o n d u c t e d a s e r i e s o f t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e s f o r 

V i d a n e s arid ' f i e l d l e v e l o f f i c i a l s t o e x p l a i n t h e m t h e a b o v e ' ; 

m e n t i o n e d a d v a n t a g e s o f o r g a n i z i n g f a r m e r s i n t o S m a l l - F a r m e r 

A s s o c i a t i o n s ( S F A s ) . T h e y w e r e e n c o u r a g e d t o o r g a n i z e t h e i r own 

g r o u p s a n d s o o n 4 4 o f s u c h o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e s e t u p a t t h e y a y a 

l e v e l i n t h e G a l g a r a u w a ASC a r e a . T h e r e w a s 7 7 s u c h a c t i v e S F A s : ' i n 

t h e G a l g a m u w a e l e c t o r a t e i n A p r i l 1 9 8 3 . S i x t y f o u r p e r c e n t 

o f f a r m e r s r e p o r t e d t h a t S F A s w e r e i n o p e r a t i o n i n t h e i r v i l l a g e s 

a n d 89% o f t h e m w e r e m e m b e r s o f S F A s . 

F a r m e r s p o s i t i v e l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e i r S F A s w e r e a b l e t o f u l f i l 

s e v e r a l n e e d s w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y p r o m o t e d t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l • •• in­

a c t i v i t i e s . 
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T a b l e ( 9 . 2 ) N e e d s f u l f i l l e d b y S m a l l - F a r m e r 

N a t u r e o f N e e d % F a r m e r s 

H e l p i n o b t a i n i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l c r e d i t 7 3 

H e l p i n o b t a i n i n g o t h e r a g r i c u l t u r a l i n p u t s 39 

H e l p i n o b t a i n i n g s u b s i d i e s 08 

I m p r o v e f a r m e r - o f f i c e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 07 

H e l p i n o r g a n i z i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s 
( p r e p a r a t i o n o f c u l t i v a t i o n c a l a n d e r ) 2 3 

H e l p i n o b t a i n i n g a d v i c e a n d e x t e n t i o n 32 

R e p a i r s t o i r r i g a t i o n c h a n n e l s 16 

A r r a n g i n g S h r a m a d a n a s 05 

W a t e r M a n a g e m e n t • 10 

O n l y 13% o f f a r m e r s t h o u g h t t h a t t h e y w e r e e l i g i b l e t o g e t 

a g r i c u l t u r a l c r e d i t f r o m c o m m e r c i a l b a n k s t h r o u g h t h e S F A s , a s many 

o f t h e m w e r e a l r e a d y i n d e f a u l t . H o w e v e r , 73% m a n a g e d t o o b t a i n 

c r e d i t t h r o u g h t h e i r g r o u p c r e d i t a c t i v i t y - e a c h SFA a s a g r o u p 
i t s 

g u a r a n t e e d t h e r e p a y m e n t o f c r e d i t o b t a i n e d b y / m e m b e r s . I n s e v e r a l 

t r e a s o n s , t h e r e p a y m e n t r a t e w a s a l m o s t 100%. 

N e a r l y 40% o f f a r m e r s e x p e c t e d t h a t f a r m e r - o f f i c e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

w o u l d d e v e l o p b e c a u s e o f t h e S F A s . B u t o n l y 7% f o u n d t h a t i t h a d 

d e v e l o p e d o v e r t h e p a s t 3 y e a r s ( 1 9 0 1 - 8 3 ) . T h i s w a s m a i n l y a t t r i b u t e d 

t o t h e n a t u r e o f t h e a s s o c i a t i o n s - t h a t t h e y w e r e i n f o r m a l a n d s m a l l , 

a n d w e r e l i n k e d w i t h t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d o n l y t h r o u g h F R s . 

Some f a r m e r s i n d i c a t e d s e v e r a l d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t r e s t r i c t e d t h e S F A s 

a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e i r v i l l a g e s . 

A s s o c i a t i o n s - 1 9 0 3 

N = 2 1 4 • 
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T a b l e ( 9 . 3 ) O b s t a c l e s t o E f f e c t i v e P e r f o r m a n c e s 

L o n g e x p e r i e n c e w i t h u n s u c c e s s f u l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s 30 

O p p o s i t i o n f r o m b i g l a n d l o r d s and 
t r a d i t i o n a l l e a d e r s / p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s 31 

S i x t y t w o p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s s t a t e d t h a t t h e S F A s w e r e a b l e t o 

p r o v i d e some s e r v i c e s , w h i c h w e r e n o t a v a i l a b l e e a r l i e r i n t h e i r j 

v i l l a g e s . Among t h e m w e r e ( i ) a g r i c u l t u r a l c r e d i t f a c i l i t i e s (48%) , 

( i i ) c o o p e r a t i o n among f a r m e r s (33%) ( i i i ) f a c i l i t i e s t o o b t a i n 

s e e d p a d d y a n d o t h e r i n p u t s (22%) a n d ( i v ) a g r i c u l t u r a l e x t e n s t i o n 

s e r v i c e s (10%) 

F i f t y t w o . p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e y t a k e p a r t r e g u l a r l y 

i n t h e i r SFA m e e t i n g s . O n l y 2% o f t h e m f e l t t h a t n o p u r p o s e w a s 

s e r v e d b y a t t e n d i n g SFA m e e t i n g s . 

T a b l e ( 9 . 4 ) B e n e f i t s a c c r u e d P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n SFA M o n t h l y 

M e e t i n g (N= 1 9 0 ) 

B e n e f i t s °L 

R e s o l v e d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o b l e m s 
c o l l e c t i v e l y 43 

O b t a i n e d c r e d i t f a c i l i t i e s a n d o t h e r 

i n p u t s i n t i m e 24 

C u l t i v a t i o n i n t i m e 13 

Good e x t e n s i o n s e r v i c e s 17 

Good i r r i g a t i o n s u p p l y 16 

C r o p p r o t e c t i o n f r o m c a t t l e d a m a g e 07 

• o f S F A s 

O b s t a c l e % 

L a c k o f i r r i g a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s 42 

F a r m e r s ' c o n f l i c t s t a n d t h e p r o b l e m s o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s 19 
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O n l y 35% o f f a r m e r ' s f e l t t h a t t h e b e n e f i t s w h i c h t h e y o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h 

t h e S F A s w e r e a d e q u a t e . T h e y f e l t t h a t t h e S F A ' s s h o u l d b e l i n k e d 

o r f e d e r a t e d w i t h h i g h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s u c h a s ASC a n d C o o p e r a t i v e . 

S u c h l i n k a g e s , t h e y a r g u e d , w o u l d i n c r e a s e t h e a m o u n t o f s e r v i c e s 

a n d i n p u t s t h a t t h e y c o u l d g e t f r o m t h e g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s i T h e y 

s t r o n g l y f e l t t h a t t h i s c o u l d b e a c h i e v e d b y g r a n t i n g l e g a l r e c o g n i t i o n 

o f t h e S F A s . 

E i g h t y p e r c e n t o f f a r m e r s who t o o k p a r t i n SFA m e e t i n g s w a n t e d t o 

s e e t h a t t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n s g r a d u a l l y e v o l v e i n t o l e g a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e m a i n r e a s o n (76%) f o r t h i s a r g u m e n t 

w a s t h a t u n l e s s t h e . .SFAs h a v e a l e g a l b a c k i n g i t w o u l d n o t b e 

p o s s i b l e f o r t h e m t o o b t a i n c o n t i n u o u s l y t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e o f f i c i a l s . 

A s u b s t i a n t i a l g r o u p o f f a r m e r s (35%) w i s h e d t o c h e c k b i g l a n d l o a r d s 

i n f i l t r a t i n g i n t o t h e S F A s , w h i c h t h e y f e a r e d , m i g h t r u i n t h e b a s i c 

o b j e c t i v e s o f s e t t i n g u p S F A s , a s i t h a p p e n d t o C C s i n t h e e a r l y 

1 9 7 0 s . O n l y 30% o f f a r m e r s w a n t e d t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r S F A s a s i n f o r m a l 

g r o u p s . T h e i r m a i n f e a r t h a t i f t h e S F A s w e r e g r a n t e d l e g a l 

r e c o g n i t i o n t h e o f f i c i a l s w o u l d , t h e n t r y t o d o m i n a t e t h e m a n d d e c i d e 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e s o f t h e a r e a b y . t h e m s e l v e s . ; ; 


